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           Proceedings of the Mountrail County Commissioners 

 
1. OPENING & ROLL CALL 

 
The Board met in regular session on Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. in the Emergency/Community 
Room, Mountrail County Courthouse, Stanley ND with Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Wayne Olson, Jason Rice, 
Joan Hollekim were present and John DeGroot absent.   State’s Attorney, Wade Enget arrived at 11:24 a.m.  
 
Chairman Ruland called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2. BUSINESS 
 

A. AGENDA 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Olson, to review and approve the agenda as corrected. Upon roll 
call, all present voted yes. Motion carried. 

   
B   MINUTES  
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2024 meeting 
as corrected.  Upon roll call, all present voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 
C.  FEES 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the November fees for the Clerk of Court, 
Sheriff and Corrections.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Hollekim and Olson voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
D.  PAYROLL 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the appointed officials sick and vacation for 
November.   Upon roll call, Rice, Hollekim, Olson and Ruland voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the regular full-time employee classification 
for Heidi Mulholland with Mountrail McKenzie Human Service Zone as an Eligibility Worker I in the amount of 
$26 per hour/$54,080 per year.   Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland, Hollekim and Olson voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the salary increase for successful probationary 
for Jana Elberg as a Part-Time Administrative Assistant with County Agent/Weed Control to the amount of 
$25.24 per hour.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 
E.  AGREEMENT 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the signing of the joint powers agreement 
for Levy Relief with Job Development Authority & Water Resource District.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, Rice 
and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
F.  LIQUOR LICENSE 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the liquor licenses for the 2025 year for The 
Riv, Superpumper, Whiskey Flats, and T&T Investments once paperwork is completed.   Upon roll call, Rice, 
Hollekim, Ruland and Olson voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
G.  PLAZA AIRPORT 
 
Stephanie A. Pappa, Auditor discussed the possibility of paying the Plaza Airport Authority the $20,000 
allocation from the County.  The Board reviewed the October 3rd 2023 minutes requiring the submittal of a 
budget and establishing a board to receive funding from the County.   The budget was not submitted for the 
2025 year. 
 
H.   TRANSFER 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the transfer for the 2024 insurance premium 
from Road & Bridge Fund totaling $105,996; County Park Fund totaling $7,316 & Weed Control Fund totaling 
$16,118 to the General Fund totaling $129,430.  Upon roll call, Hollekim, Rice, Olson and Ruland voted yes.   
Motion carried. 
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I.  APPOINTMENTS 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve appointing Gregory Schoess on the Mountrail 
County Housing Authority for a 5 year term; Joan Hollekim & Kathy Skarda on the Mountrail McKenzie County 
Human Service Zone for a 3 year term; Jason Rice, Wayne Olson & Thomas Nash on the Job Development Authority 
(JDA) for a 3 year term; Charlie Sorenson & Joan Hollekim on the Planning & Zoning Board for a 4 year term; Jason 
Rice on the Souris Basin Planning Council for a 2 year term; Keith Deutsch on the Soils Board for 3 year term &  
Lee Meiers & Wyatt Goettle on the Weed Board for a 4 year term.    Upon roll call, Olson, Ruland, Rice and Hollekim 
voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
J.   STIPEND 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve signing the stipend pay with NDSU for 
Lynnette Vachal, County Extension totaling $20,001.   Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and Ruland voted yes.   
Motion carried. 
 
K.  COMMISSIONER DATES 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the Commissioner meeting dates for the 2025 
year with the following changes:  February 18th moved to February 20th and March 4th moved to March 7th.   
Upon roll call, all present voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
L.  GENERAL FUND  
 
Stephanie A. Pappa, Auditor reviewed the financials for the 2024 General Fund.  
  
M.  BILLS 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the bills totaling $1,842,053.33 and November 
24 through December 7 payroll, checks #18084-18100 and direct deposits #23663-23816 totaling $567,851.69.  
Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and Ruland voted yes. Motion carried. (A complete list of bills is posted on a 
regular basis on the Mountrail County website @ www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the County Commissioner 
heading and/or are available for review in the Auditor’s Office during normal business hours). 
 

APPROVED 12/17/2024 - PAYMENT 12/17/2024 

       
Warrant #   Vendor Name Warrant Total   

       
110528   ACME TOOLS                               12,698.93   

   GENERAL FUND                             499.93   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                12,199.00   

       
110529   ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                2,670.27   

   GENERAL FUND                             890.09   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                890.09   

   COUNTY AGENT FUND                        890.09   

       
110530   AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES                  4,411.67   

   GENERAL FUND                             4,411.67   

       
110531   AMERICAN TRUCK AND TRAILER, LLC 9,865.00   

   GENERAL FUND 9,865.00   

       
110532   ARMOR INTERACTIVE                        15,203.65   

   GENERAL FUND                             14,663.65   

   DOCUMENT PRESERVATION FUND               540.00   

       
110533   AXON ENTERPRISE, INC.                    8,932.69   

   GENERAL FUND                             8,932.69   

       
110534   BERT'S TRUCK EQUIPMENT, INC              79.16   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                79.16   

       
110535   BICKER TOWNSHIP                          9,525.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                9,525.00   

       
110536   BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES INC             509.39   

http://www.co.mountrail.nd.us/
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   GENERAL FUND                             509.39   

       
110537   CENTRAL TRENCHING INC                    549.67   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                549.67   

       
110538   CITY OF STANLEY                          1,470.81   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,423.43   

   WEED CONTROL FUND                        47.38   

       
110539   CRAFT/LAUREN                             1,000.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,000.00   

       
110540   D & L CONSTRUCTION, INC                  1,800.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                1,800.00   

       
110541   DAKOTA DRUG CO                           8.99   

   GENERAL FUND                             8.99   

       
110542   DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC                     274.60   

   GENERAL FUND                             274.60   

       
110543   DAKOTA FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, INC.          195.90   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                195.90   

       
110544   DAKOTA TRUCK & FARM SERVICE              800.15   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                800.15   

       
110545   DAKOTALAND AUTOGLASS,INC                 2,485.60   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                2,485.60   

       
110546   DMC WEAR PARTS LLC                       24,142.08   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                24,142.08   

       
110547   ENERBASE                                 9,619.80   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                9,619.80   

       
110548   ENGET/WADE                               613.38   

   GENERAL FUND                             613.38   

       
110549   FULKERSON STEVENSON FUNERAL HOME         275.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             275.00   

       
110550   GAFFANEYS OF MINOT INC                   51.25   

   GENERAL FUND                             51.25   

       
110551   GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT                      65,850.00   

   WEED CONTROL FUND                        65,850.00   

       
110552   GRAPHICS, LETTERING & TRIM               33.65   

   GENERAL FUND                             33.65   

       
110553   H.A.THOMPSON & SONS INC                  163.96   

   GENERAL FUND                             163.96   

       
110554   HDR ENGINEERING, INC                     105,346.53   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE CAPITAL PROJECTS    6,578.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                98,768.53   

       
110555   HOSETH/ELAINE                            31.20   

   WEED CONTROL FUND                        31.20   

       
110556   INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT              6,742.89   

   GENERAL FUND                             3,302.35   

   E 911 EMERGENCY/WIRELESS FUND            3,440.54   

       
110557   JENSEN BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION, INC.       313,203.06   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                313,203.06   

       
110558   JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL                     4,351.05   
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   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                4,351.05   

       
110559   JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA                   6,051.18   

   GENERAL FUND                             3,425.30   

   DOCUMENT PRESERVATION FUND               1,392.07   

   VETERAN'S SERVICE OFFICER FUND           50.00   

   COUNTY AGENT FUND                        1,092.37   

   WEED CONTROL FUND                        91.44   

       
110560   KRONOS SAASHR INC                        718.66   

   GENERAL FUND                             718.66   

       
110561   LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES, INC              14.70   

   E 911 EMERGENCY/WIRELESS FUND            14.70   

       
110562   MCKESSON MEDICAL-SURGICAL                227.27   

   GENERAL FUND                             227.27   

       
110563   MEIERS OIL INC 121.04   

   GENERAL FUND 121.04   

       
110564   MOUNTRAIL BETHEL HOME                    250,000.00   

   AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND                250,000.00   

       
110565   MOUNTRAIL CO ROAD DEPART                 93,379.00   

   152-93 UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP              10,191.00   

   153-93 UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP              25,260.00   

   154-94 UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP              31,809.00   

   155-94 UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP              26,119.00   

       
110566   MOUNTRAIL COUNTY HEALTH CENTER           400.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             400.00   

       
110567   MOUNTRAIL COUNTY PROMOTER                1,704.70   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,704.70   

       
110568   MOUNTRAIL COUNTY TREASURER               26,955.94   

   PREPAID TAX FUND                         26,955.94   

       
110569   MOUNTRAIL WILLIAMS ELECTRIC COOP         167.25   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                167.25   

       
110570   NATIONAL BUSINESS FURNITURE              2,284.34   

   GENERAL FUND                             2,284.34   

       
110571   ND DEPT OF HEALTH                        210.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             210.00   

       
110572   NORTH AMERICAN TRAILER SALES, LTD        1,414.53   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                1,414.53   

       
110573   NORTH PRAIRIE RURAL WATER DISTRICT       69.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                69.00   

       
110574   NORTHSTAR STEEL INC                      159,191.15   

   GENERAL FUND                             159,191.15   

       
110575   NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS 74,995.20   

   WEED CONTROL 74,995.20   

       
110576   O'REILLY AUTO PARTS                      16.99   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                16.99   

       
110577   ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LLC               805.60   

   GENERAL FUND                             673.31   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                132.29   

       
110578   OLSON/WAYNE                              174.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             174.00   
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110579   OTIS ELEVATOR COMPANY                    843.23   

   GENERAL FUND                             843.23   

       
110580   OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY                 496.81   

   GENERAL FUND                             496.81   

       
110581   PINNACLE                                 3,374.43   

   GENERAL FUND                             3,374.43   

       
110582   PLAZA OK HARDWARE                        713.75   

   GENERAL FUND                             6.98   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                706.77   

       
110583   POMP'S TIRE SERVICE                      6,283.60   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                6,283.60   

       
110584   PURCHASE POWER                           3,613.75   

   GENERAL FUND                             3,613.75   

       
110585   QUADIENT FINANCE USA INC                 1,248.25   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,248.25   

       
110586   QUADIENT LEASING                         420.84   

   GENERAL FUND                             420.84   

       
110587   R & T WATER DISTRICT                     55.00   

   COUNTY PARKS FUND                        55.00   

       
110588   RDO EQUIPMENT CO                         196,224.61   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                196,224.61   

       
110589   RTC NETWORKS                             5,335.06   

   GENERAL FUND                             4,531.56   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                191.06   

   COUNTY PARKS FUND                        537.04   

   COUNTY AGENT FUND                        37.70   

   WEED CONTROL FUND                        37.70   

       
110590   RUDOLPH/JACKIE                           1,000.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,000.00   

       
110591   SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC                  25,077.73   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                25,077.73   

       
110592   SAVVIK BUYING GROUP                      859.86   

   GENERAL FUND                             859.86   

       
110593   SAX MOTOR COMPANY                        1,550.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                1,550.00   

       
110594   SELECT WATER SOLUTIONS, LLC              1,000.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                1,000.00   

       
110595   SIRCHIE ACQUISITION COMPANY LLC          709.12   

   GENERAL FUND                             709.12   

       
110596   SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                3,495.49   

   GENERAL FUND                             3,495.49   

       
110597   STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK                     92.47   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                92.47   

       
110598   STANLEY HARDWARE                         980.59   

   GENERAL FUND                             616.38   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                364.21   

       
110599   STANLEY RURAL FIRE DIST#4                280,412.50   

   2023 GENERAL CAPITAL EQUIPMENT           280,412.50   
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110600   STEINS INC                               440.54   

   GENERAL FUND                             440.54   

       
110601   STONE/ROBERT & ARLENE                    6.63   

   WEED CONTROL FUND                        6.63   

       
110602   SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE, LLC                 5,914.68   

   GENERAL FUND                             5,914.68   

       
110603   THE SIDWELL COMPANY                      240.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             240.00   

       
110604   THOMSON REUTERS-WEST PUBLISHING CORP.    212.37   

   GENERAL FUND                             212.37   

       
110605   TRUENORTH STEEL                          16,621.44   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                16,621.44   

       
110606   UNIFORM CENTER                           1,596.98   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,596.98   

       
110607   UNITED QUALITY COOPERATIVE               1,488.83   

   GENERAL FUND                             1,488.83   

       
110608   US POSTAL SERVICE                        216.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             216.00   

       
110609   VACHAL/LYNNETTE                          1,990.87   

   COUNTY AGENT FUND                        1,990.87   

       
110610   VACHAL/MELISSA                           621.40   

   GENERAL FUND                             621.40   

       
110611   VALLEY PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT, INC          17,532.15   

   GENERAL FUND                             17,532.15   

       
110612   VERIZON CONNECT NWF, INC.                513.21   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                513.21   

       
110613   VERIZON WIRELESS                         89.28   

   GENERAL FUND                             89.28   

       
110614   VERTIV CORPORATION                       3,123.00   

   GENERAL FUND                             3,123.00   

       
110615   VESTIS                                   1,378.97   

   GENERAL FUND                             997.23   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                381.74   

       
110616   WARD COUNTY AUDITOR                      3,668.50   

   GENERAL FUND                             308.50   

   COUNTY LIBRARY-BOOKMOBILE FUND           3,360.00   

       
110617   WASTE MANAGEMENT                         90.40   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                90.40   

       
110618   WESTLIE TRUCK CENTER                     5,590.11   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                5,590.11   

       
110619   WHITE EARTH TOWNSHIP                     25,125.00   

   COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                25,125.00   

       

   GRAND TOTAL  $  1,842,053.33    
 
N.   BOARD CONCERNS 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve a bonus to Stephanie A. Pappa, Auditor for 
the management of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) totaling $263.25.  Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, 
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Hollekim and Rice voted yes.   Motion carried.  
 
Corey Bristol, Sheriff discussed the incident at the South Complex that occurred over the weekend where a 
pyrotechnics display started a fire.    The lease agreement for the South Complex will be looked at the next 
commissioner meeting. 
 
3.  APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED  
 
9:15 A.M.     
 
Lori Hanson, Tax Director met with the board to discuss an abatement on parcel #61-0065400. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve an abatement on parcel #61-0065400 for tax 
year 2024 for a reduction of $266,500 true & full value for the building as per the recommendation of the City of 
Stanley and Tax Director Hanson.  Upon roll call, Olson, Ruland, Rice and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
9:20 A.M. 
 
Tax Director Hanson discussed an abatement on parcel #60-0005100 for tax year 2023 & 2024. 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve an abatement on parcel #60-0005100 for tax 
year 2023 due to qualifying for Homestead Credit as per the recommendation of Tax Director Hanson.   Upon 
roll call, Ruland, Olson, Rice and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve an abatement on parcel #60-0005100 for tax year 
2024 due to qualifying for Homestead Credit as per the recommendation of Tax Director Hanson.   Upon roll call, 
Olson, Rice, Ruland and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
9:23 A.M. 
 
Tax Director Hanson discussed the 2024 Aerial Imagery to the Portico website.   The board agreed to download 
the 2024 Aerial Imaging to the Portico website as well as leaving the imaging for 2023 on the website.  
 
9:30 A.M. 
 
Stephanie Everett, Administrator/CEO of Mountrail County Medical Center (MCMC) & Mountrail County Bethel 
Home (MCBH) met with the board to discuss the possibility of receiving the remaining $10 million county funding 
for a capital improvement project for the nursing home as allowed under Section 11-11-14 of the North Dakota 
Century Code. Also present for the discussion were Jim Clark, Heath Hetzel, Ryan Gjellstad and Shiloh Becker, 
Superintendent of McGough Construction.   Comm. Hollekim stated she is part of the Mountrail County Health 
Foundation Board.  Commissioners Ruland, Olson and Rice agreed that no conflict of interest existed and allowed 
Commissioner Hollekim to participate in the vote as the request for funding is from the Mountrail County Bethel 
Home Board in which she is not a board member. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve donating the remaining  balance of $10 million 
to the Mountrail Bethel Nursing Home & Hospital Services Expansion Project from the 2024 General Fund 
budget.  Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
9:40 A.M. 
 
Laurie Johnson, Correctional Administrator along with Terra Grundvig, Director of Security met with the board to 
discuss the hiring of Lexipol to review policies. 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the signing & hiring of Lexipol totaling $17,788.50 
pending the State’s Attorney approval of the contract.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, Rice and Hollekim voted yes.   
Motion carried. 
 
9:50 A.M. 
 
Randi Schumaier, Human Resource Generalist met with the board to discuss the Human Resource Advisory 
Committee (HRAC) recommendations and one request for shared leave. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the amended Employee Handbook Policy 
#303 Annual Leave as per the recommendation of the Human Resource Advisory Committee effective January 
1st, 2025.   Upon roll call, Olson, Hollekim, Ruland and Rice voted yes.   Motion carried. 
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Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the shared leave request for Kenneth Trail in the 
amount of 24 hours.   Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and Ruland voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the abolishment of the Employee Handbook 
Policy #308 Shared Leave and return the bank equally to the current employees employed as of January 1, 2025 
who’ve donated without using the bank as per the recommendation of the Human Resource Advisory 
Committee.    Upon roll call, Hollekim, Ruland, Rice and Olson voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
10:00 A.M. 
 
Jana Hennessy, Road & Bridge (R&B) Engineer along with Mary Trahan, Accountant met to discuss Road & 
Bridge.  Also present were John Sauber with Sauber Engineering and Craig Mizera with HDR Engineering.   
 
1. COTTONWOOD LAKE BRIDGE 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the bidding of the Cottonwood Lake Bridge 
Project #BR11408 located on 88th Ave NW in Section 8 of Cottonwood Township 157-92.   Upon roll call, all 
present voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
2.  36TH ST NW RECONSTRUCTION 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the change order #1 for Jensen Brothers 
Construction totaling $5,088 for Project No. #2023-6, 36th St NW Reconstruction.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, 
Hollekim and Olson voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
3.   ROW REQUEST FROM LANDOWNERS 
 
Engineer Hennessy discussed unsigned right of way documents for the Tagus CR1 Road Project.   Jake Estvold is 
asking for $3,000 per acre instead of the $2,250 that was offered with the Basic Data Book.   The Board agreed 
the amount of $2,250 per acre is fair per the Basic Data Book completed in April 2024.   John Sauber, Sauber 
Engineering discussed what the options are moving forward with the right of way. The Board asked Engineer 
Sauber to send a final letter of request to the landowner before deciding on how to proceed to move the project 
forward.   
 
Engineer Hennessy and Craig Mizera with HDR Engineering addressed the unsigned right of way documents for 
the CR10 Road Project. Jake Estvold recently purchased commercial property adjacent to CR10 for an amount 
more than what is being offered for right-of-way easement. The Board agreed there was an oversight of the 
amount offered to Mr. Estvold as he was offered non-cropland values and should have been offered commercial 
values. The Data Book that was done in December of 2022 did not define a Commercial Land classification but 
did have a Development Land classification. The Board agreed the average appraisal price for the Development 
Land classification should be offered to Mr. Estvold. Discussion was also held on unsigned right of way 
documents for land held in trust by a different landowner. The Board agreed to make no changes to this offer as 
the landowner was offered the correct values based on the Basic Data Book.  
 
Melissa Vachal, Planning & Zoning commented the parcel for Jake Estvold is not zoned as Commercial but is 
being taxed as Commercial property. 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve offering Jake Estvold the amount of $4,500 
per acre for CR10 right of way easement for property taxed as commercial property to correct the oversight of 
offering non-cropland  values in the wrong property classification pending the paperwork with Planning & 
Zoning for zoning to Commercial.   Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland, Olson and Hollekim.   Motion carried. 
 
4.   CR10 PHASE II RECONSTRUCTION 
 
Engineer Hennessy discussed the different design memorandum options for CR10 Phase II Reconstruction 
relating to US Fish & Wildlife Service land that will be impacted by construction. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the design option on CR10 Phase II 
Reconstruction Project 10(51)23 as follows:   Alternative 1: 50 Year right of way permit and proposed temporary 
construction easement for Project 10(51)23.   Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland, Hollekim and Olson voted yes.   
Motion carried. 
 
5.  41ST ST NW 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the final cost allocation of $2,943,818.75 for 
41st St NW Project UO(41)22 from Unorganized Township 152 North, Range 93 West.   Upon roll call, Ruland, 
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Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. The total project cost was $3,921,863.79 with the 
remaining project cost of $978,045.04 paid by Road & Bridge funding.  
 
6.  40TH ST NW-COST ALLOCATION OPTIONS 
 
Craig Mizera, HDR Engineering discussed the cost options for paving on 40th St NW.   More discussion will be 
held at the next Commissioner meeting. 
 
7.  209 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT TRANSFER 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the transfer for a 2023 Plow Truck chassis 
totaling $137,860 & 2025 Plow Truck Body totaling $250,000 from Road & Bridge Fund equipment to Capital 
Equipment Fund.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
8.  213 TRANSFER 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the transfer from Capital Projects to Road & 
Bridge Fund for Project PM2022 totaling $248,662.84.   Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Ruland and Hollekim voted 
yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from Capital Projects to Road & 
Bridge Fund for Project PM2023 totaling $2,088,835.88.   Upon roll call, Olson, Ruland, Rice and Hollekim voted 
yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the transfer from Capital Projects to Road & 
Bridge Fund for CR6 Project 06(68)22 totaling $1,492,838.58.   Upon roll call, Hollekim, Olson, Ruland and Rice 
voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from Road & Bridge to Capital 
Projects for CR9 Project 09(100)19 totaling $1,828,730.92 and from Capital Projects to Road & Bridge totaling 
$307,494.47.   Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and Ruland voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from Road & Bridge to Capital 
Projects for CR10 East Phase I Project 10(51)23 totaling $133,145.49.   Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and 
Ruland voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the transfer from Capital Projects to Road & 
Bridge Fund for 41st St Construction Project UO(41)22 totaling $799,083.84.   Upon roll call, Hollekim, Olson, 
Ruland and Rice voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from Capital Projects to Road & 
Bridge Fund for Old Scenic Highway Structure Project 31-106-25.0 totaling $154,592.73.   Upon roll call, Ruland, 
Hollekim, Olson and Rice voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from Road & Bridge to Capital 
Projects for 36th St CR19 to CR21 Project #UO(36)23 totaling $3,544,221.38.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson 
and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Ruland, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from Road & Bridge to Capital 
Projects for CR9 North CR4 to Burke County Project #09(99)23 totaling $4,675,000.   Upon roll call, Olson, 
Hollekim, Ruland and Rice voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
9.  2025 CONSTRUCTION COST & SCHEDULE 
 
Engineer Hennessy reviewed the construction cost and schedule for the 2025 year. Discussion was held on 
adding Old Highway 2 from Palermo to Blaisdell to the 2025 Road Priority Chart in addition to the projects 
already listed.  
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve moving forth with the preliminary 
engineering with Sauber Engineering on the gravel portion of CR2 from Palermo to Blaisdell with the intent of 
paving this section of roadway.    Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland, Hollekim and Olson voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
10.   MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Comm. Olson discussed using County right-of-way for a walking path by the Cenex store in Plaza. 
 



 

December 17, 2024 Minutes – Page 10 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to recess the meeting at 12:35 p.m.  Upon roll call, all 
present voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Olson, to reconvene the meeting at 1:02 p.m.   Upon roll call, all 
present voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 

 4.  ADJOURN 
 

The Board adjourned at 1:28 P.M. to meet in special session on Monday, December 30, 2024 at 9:00 A.M.  
Accepted and approved this 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

              

Trudy Ruland, Chairman      Stephanie A. Pappa 

Mountrail County Commissioner    Mountrail County Auditor 


