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           Proceedings of the Mountrail County Commissioners 
 

1. OPENING & ROLL CALL 
 
The Board met in regular session on Tuesday, September 15, 2026 at 8:30 A.M. in the Emergency/Community 
Room, Mountrail County Courthouse, Stanley ND with Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Wayne Olson, John 
DeGroot, Joan Hollekim and Jason Rice present.  State’s Attorney, Wade Enget was present.  
 
Chairman Ruland called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2. BUSINESS 
 

A. AGENDA 
 
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded by Comm. Olson, to review and approve the agenda as corrected. Upon 
roll call, all present voted yes. Motion carried. 

   
B.   MINUTES  
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2026 
meeting as corrected.  Upon roll call, all present voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 
C.    FEES  
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the August fees for the Sheriff and Clerk 
of Court.   Upon roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Ruland, Hollekim and Rice voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
D.    PAYROLL 
 
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the appointed officials time off requests for 
August.   Upon roll call, Hollekim, Ruland, Rice, Olson and DeGroot voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held on the appointed officials’ annual reviews.   Comm. Ruland and Comm. DeGroot will do the 
annual reviews. 
 
E.     APPOINTMENT 
 
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the appointment of George LittleCreek to the 
Job Development Authority Board (JDA).   Upon roll call, Hollekim, Ruland, Rice, Olson and DeGroot voted yes.   
Motion carried. 
 
F.     TREASURER’S CHECKS 
 

 Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the stop payments on the outstanding 
 Treasurer’s Checks for 2025 as follows: 
 #13227 - 01/13/2025 – Dan Niemitalo - N Liberty, IA- $28.52 
 #13263 – 02/14/2025 – Miller Family -Novato, CA - $16.04 
 #13397 – 07/31/2025 – Randy Striha – Butte, ND - $16.22 
 #13399 – 08/01/2025 – Chad Hopkins – Stanley, ND - $66.06 
 #13401 – 08/01/2025 – Arthur Mandan – New Town, ND - $5.76 
 #13411 -  08/06/2025 – Three Affiliated Tribes – New Town, ND - $99.92 
 #13429 – 08/21/2025 – Delores Sand- Wahpeton, ND - $130.71 
 #13438 – 09/05/2025 – Donald Bruhn – Minot, ND - $21.05 
 #13467 – 10/14/2025 – Cody Sanders – Plaza, ND - $55.59 
 #13468 – 10/15/2025 – Mountrail Builders – Stanley, ND - $297.04 
 #13477 – 11/06/2025 – Service Link – Coraopolis, PA - $221.80 

Upon roll call, DeGroot, Olson, Rice, Hollekim and Ruland voted yes.  Motion carried.      
 
G.     BILLS 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the bills totaling $14,854,046.88 & August 16 
through August 29 payroll, checks #20268-20272 and direct deposits #1-189 totaling $627,294.37.  Upon roll 
call, DeGroot, Ruland, Hollekim, Olson and Rice voted yes. Motion carried. (A complete list of bills is posted on a 
regular basis on the Mountrail County website @ www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the County Commissioner 
heading and/or are available for review in the Auditor’s Office during normal business hours). 
 

http://www.co.mountrail.nd.us/
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APPROVED 09/15/2026 - PAYMENT 09/15/2026 

    

WARRANT# VENDOR NAME ACCOUNT  AMOUNT  

    

121899 ND TRUST LANDS-C/O MOUNTRAIL CO. TREAS. GENERAL FUND $577.39 

121919 WESTERN DAKOTA ENERGY ASSOCIATION GENERAL FUND $125.00 

121919 WESTERN DAKOTA ENERGY ASSOCIATION GENERAL FUND $125.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $44.85 

0 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND $47.88 

121893 MATTHEW BENDER & CO INC GENERAL FUND $30.05 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $199.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $49.00 

121913 THE VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER GENERAL FUND $435.62 

0 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND $15.96 

121901 ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LLC GENERAL FUND $61.47 

121893 MATTHEW BENDER & CO INC GENERAL FUND $30.05 

0 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT GENERAL FUND $123.10 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $440.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $440.00 

0 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND $131.94 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $24.01 

121901 ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LLC GENERAL FUND $99.19 

0 ARMOR INTERACTIVE GENERAL FUND $20,557.71 

0 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT GENERAL FUND $6,088.12 

0 KRONOS SAASHR INC GENERAL FUND $855.66 

0 THE SIDWELL COMPANY GENERAL FUND $390.00 

121885 COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY GENERAL FUND $3,776.00 

0 ARMOR INTERACTIVE GENERAL FUND $562.45 

121903 OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY GENERAL FUND $40.35 

121903 OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY GENERAL FUND $419.47 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $2,475.57 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $44.46 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $177.84 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $994.40 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $130.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $197.46 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $98.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $23.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $23.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $519.97 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC GENERAL FUND $149.60 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC GENERAL FUND $149.60 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC GENERAL FUND $140.70 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC GENERAL FUND $140.70 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE GENERAL FUND $199.84 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE GENERAL FUND $293.77 

0 VESTIS GENERAL FUND $95.53 

0 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND -$21.99 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC GENERAL FUND $213.15 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE GENERAL FUND $441.00 

0 STEINS INC GENERAL FUND $33.41 

121911 SKAAR, BRODY GENERAL FUND $1,000.00 

0 MEIERS OIL INC GENERAL FUND $21.76 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $88.70 

121902 OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR GENERAL FUND $14,810.78 

121902 OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR GENERAL FUND $4,956.83 

121902 OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR GENERAL FUND $2,269.39 

0 BBH INSURANCE, INC GENERAL FUND $9.00 

121897 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY PROMOTER GENERAL FUND $590.10 
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121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $143.55 

121904 PURCHASE POWER_3110 GENERAL FUND $6,043.75 

121905 QUADIENT FINANCE USA INC GENERAL FUND $700.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $30.54 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $138.26 

0 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT GENERAL FUND $248.35 

0 UNIFORM CENTER GENERAL FUND $115.99 

0 ENERBASE GENERAL FUND $1,786.24 

0 ENERBASE GENERAL FUND $431.99 

0 PINNACLE GENERAL FUND $6,598.58 

0 PINNACLE GENERAL FUND -$256.01 

0 BBH INSURANCE, INC GENERAL FUND $50.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $261.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA GENERAL FUND $375.00 

0 FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS, INC GENERAL FUND $327.95 

121888 IDEMIA IDENTITY & SECURITY USA LLC GENERAL FUND $24,395.00 

0 BBH INSURANCE, INC GENERAL FUND $50.00 

0 BBH INSURANCE, INC GENERAL FUND $50.00 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC GENERAL FUND $331.00 

0 RX SERVICES, LLC GENERAL FUND $27.76 

121896 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER GENERAL FUND $819.00 

121896 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER GENERAL FUND $2,645.40 

121896 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER GENERAL FUND $1,400.40 

121896 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER GENERAL FUND $5,230.08 

121896 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER GENERAL FUND $120.00 

121896 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER GENERAL FUND $658.80 

121913 THE VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER GENERAL FUND $435.63 

121907 ROBERTSON COUNSELING LLC GENERAL FUND $80.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $252.36 

0 PINNACLE GENERAL FUND $174.33 

0 RULAND, TRUDY   GENERAL FUND $60.80 

0 SORENSON, CHARLIE R  GENERAL FUND $30.40 

121908 RTC NETWORKS GENERAL FUND $9.03 

121897 MOUNTRAIL COUNTY PROMOTER GENERAL FUND $2,047.50 

0 JENSEN BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION, INC. ROAD & BRIDGE CAPITAL PROJECTS $1,267,607.26 

0 HDR ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $99,928.63 

0 HDR ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $15,026.13 

0 HDR ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $233,751.88 

0 HDR ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $133,908.12 

0 HDR ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $6,744.50 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $112,545.80 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $17,661.70 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $70,989.58 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $5,915.80 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $92,398.63 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $524.95 

121910 SAUBER ENGINEERING, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $642.50 

0 D & L CONSTRUCTION, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $49,521.07 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA ROAD & BRIDGE FUND -$69.95 

0 CIRCLE SANITATION INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $229.00 

0 CIRCLE SANITATION INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $146.25 

121898 MOUNTRAIL WILLIAMS ELECTRIC COOP_2506 ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $18.00 

121898 MOUNTRAIL WILLIAMS ELECTRIC COOP_2506 ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $213.54 

121900 NORTH PRAIRIE RURAL WATER DISTRICT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $76.00 

121918 WASTE MANAGEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $96.82 

121908 RTC NETWORKS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $78.90 

121908 RTC NETWORKS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $114.50 

121898 MOUNTRAIL WILLIAMS ELECTRIC COOP_2506 ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $87,697.43 

121898 MOUNTRAIL WILLIAMS ELECTRIC COOP_2506 ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $87,697.43 

0 ENERBASE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $2,091.04 
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0 ENERBASE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $10,484.98 

0 ENERBASE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $1,081.06 

0 MEIERS OIL INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $186.00 

0 ACME TOOLS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $103.86 

0 ACME TOOLS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $129.47 

0 ACME TOOLS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $32.95 

0 ENERBASE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $50.69 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $777.84 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $32.72 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $18,147.92 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $126.74 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $86.39 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT ROAD & BRIDGE FUND -$82.16 

0 NORTH CENTRAL INTERNATIONAL LLC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $684.27 

0 PINNACLE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $455.00 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $84.60 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $42.87 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $75.79 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $156.46 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $42.46 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $45.20 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $57.96 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $86.92 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $30.46 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $59.98 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $139.61 

121884 CNH INDUSTRIAL ACCOUNTS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $266.40 

121884 CNH INDUSTRIAL ACCOUNTS ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $783.74 

121909 RUNNING SUPPLY, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $79.98 

121912 SOURIS VALLEY READY MIX, LLC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $3,000.00 

121920 WESTLIE TRUCK CENTER ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $12,556.42 

121920 WESTLIE TRUCK CENTER ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $7,865.37 

0 ENERBASE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $139.75 

0 POMP'S TIRE SERVICE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $4,496.32 

0 MAYO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $3,883,932.95 

0 MAYO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $307,734.47 

0 MAYO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $29,153.79 

121895 MORRIS SEALCOAT & TRUCKING, INC. ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $125,763.10 

0 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES, INC. ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $984,275.55 

121892 MARTIN CONSTRUCTION INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $2,784,356.84 

121892 MARTIN CONSTRUCTION INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $1,595,058.69 

121892 MARTIN CONSTRUCTION INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $1,577,049.49 

121892 MARTIN CONSTRUCTION INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $453,860.17 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $133,168.00 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $69,973.40 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $45,931.20 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $32,096.40 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $30,471.00 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $31,829.00 

121886 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $19,454.40 

121906 RISMON/JANE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $1,896.50 

0 DAKOTA DUST-TEX, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $213.75 

0 STANLEY AUTO & TRUCK ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $119.70 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $29.96 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $71.80 

0 STANLEY HARDWARE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $15.98 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $26.24 

121909 RUNNING SUPPLY, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $174.51 

121909 RUNNING SUPPLY, INC ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $193.90 

121915 ULINE ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $91.09 
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121916 VERIZON CONNECT NWF, INC. ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $1,639.91 

121916 VERIZON CONNECT NWF, INC. ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $1,112.20 

121916 VERIZON CONNECT NWF, INC. ROAD & BRIDGE FUND -$2,408.10 

0 GUSTAFSONS SEPTIC SERVICE INC COUNTY PARK FUND $630.00 

0 NELSON, HEATHER COUNTY PARK FUND $1,000.00 

0 MENARDS - MINOT COUNTY PARK FUND $242.49 

0 MENARDS - MINOT COUNTY PARK FUND $14.95 

121894 MINOT AUTO SUPPLY-INDUSTRIAL BEARING COUNTY PARK FUND $197.91 

121887 FIRST DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT COUNTY PARK FUND $120.00 

121887 FIRST DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT COUNTY PARK FUND $120.00 

121887 FIRST DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT COUNTY PARK FUND $120.00 

121887 FIRST DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT COUNTY PARK FUND $120.00 

0 R & T WATER DISTRICT COUNTY PARK FUND $163.01 

121882 ARMSTRONG SANITATION COUNTY PARK FUND $8.07 

121908 RTC NETWORKS COUNTY PARK FUND $15.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS COUNTY PARK FUND $185.65 

121889 JERRY'S SEPTIC SERVICE COUNTY PARK FUND $1,000.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS COUNTY PARK FUND $11.95 

121908 RTC NETWORKS COUNTY PARK FUND $326.50 

121889 JERRY'S SEPTIC SERVICE COUNTY PARK FUND $600.00 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA DOC. PRES. FUND $230.00 

121914 TOOZ CONSTRUCTION, INC COUNTY PARK BUILDING FUND $86,537.25 

121914 TOOZ CONSTRUCTION, INC COUNTY PARK BUILDING FUND $86,537.25 

121914 TOOZ CONSTRUCTION, INC COUNTY PARK BUILDING FUND $86,537.25 

0 SIGN SOLUTIONS USA LLC E-911 FUND $1,399.63 

0 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS INC E-911 FUND $900.00 

0 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT E-911 FUND $670.00 

0 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT E-911 FUND $2,123.80 

0 TRITECH SOFTWARE SYSTEMS LLC E-911 FUND $780.00 

0 TRITECH SOFTWARE SYSTEMS LLC E-911 FUND $390.00 

0 TRITECH SOFTWARE SYSTEMS LLC E-911 FUND $780.00 

0 TRITECH SOFTWARE SYSTEMS LLC E-911 FUND $390.00 

121891 LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES, INC E-911 FUND $8.82 

0 PARKWAY PROPERTY MANAGEMENT VETERAN'S FUND $650.00 

121908 RTC NETWORKS EXTENSION AGENT FUND $30.56 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA EXTENSION AGENT FUND $59.39 

121908 RTC NETWORKS WEED CONTROL FUND $30.54 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA WEED CONTROL FUND $118.67 

0 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT WEED CONTROL FUND $154.71 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA WEED CONTROL FUND $54.82 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA WEED CONTROL FUND $200.74 

121883 CITY OF STANLEY WEED CONTROL FUND $287.04 

121890 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA WEED CONTROL FUND $23.94 

121917 WARD COUNTY AUDITOR COUNTY LIBRARY FUND $3,360.00 

    

  GRAND TOTAL $14,854,046.88 
 
H.     BOARD CONCERNS 
 
The Board discussed the data center meeting in Tioga yesterday.  Comm. Ruland & Comm. Hollekim felt it would 
be beneficial for Stephanie A. Pappa, Auditor to reach out to the cities for statistics to help keep the O&G 
formula from changing. 
 

 3.  APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED  
 

8:30 A.M. 
 
The Upper Missouri District Health Unit Budget hearing telephone conference for the 2027 budget was held in 
conjunction with Divide County, McKenzie County and Williams County Commissioners. 
  
The 2027 Upper Missouri District Health Unit Budget was approved by the respective boards. 
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9:15 A.M. 
 
Chairman Ruland opened the 9:15 A.M. public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on an amendment 
to zoning request filed by John Moen, Landowner for an amendment to change land zoned Commercial to 
Agricultural property on a tract of land 5.17 acres, more or less, known as Outlot 1 of Gov’t Lot 3 (SE¼SW¼) and 
the SW¼SE¼ of Section 17, Township 158 North, Range 92 West (Powers Township). 
 
Melissa Vachal, Planning & Zoning Administrator, presented the information from the August 24, 2026 Planning 
& Zoning Commission recommending to the Mountrail County Commissioners to approve the zoning request filed 
by John Moen, for an amendment to rezone land from Commercial to Agricultural on a tract of land 5.17 acres, 
more or less, known as Outlot 1 of Gov’t Lot 3 (SE¼SW¼) and the SW¼SE¼ of Section 17, Township 158 North, 
Range 92 West (Powers Township). 
 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve the zoning request filed by John Moen, for an 
amendment to rezone land from Commercial to Agricultural on a tract of land 5.17 acres, more or less, known as 
Outlot 1 of Gov’t Lot 3 (SE¼SW¼) and the SW¼SE¼ of Section 17, Township 158 North, Range 92 West (Powers 

Township) as John Moen, landowner has met all criteria as set forth in the Mountrail County Land Development 
Code and is further contingent upon John Moen complying with all other terms and conditions of the Mountrail 
County Land Development Code.  Upon roll call, all present voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
9:20 A.M. 
 
Chairman Ruland opened the 9:20 A.M. public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on an amendment 
to zoning request filed by Maria Cruz, applicant with concurrence from Salgado Estates LLC, landowners for an 
amendment to rezone a tract of land from Residential to Commercial described property as a tract of land 3.34 
acres, more or less, known as Lot I of the Replat of Lots 2 thru 27 of Schmidt’s Country Estates, now known as 

Lots A thru I Schmidt’s Country Estates, located in Outlot 3 of the S½NE¼ of Section 9, Township 156 North, 
Range 91 West (Idaho Township). 
 
Melissa Vachal, Planning & Zoning Administrator, presented the information from the August 24, 2026 Planning 
& Zoning Commission recommending to the Mountrail County Commissioners to deny the zoning request filed 
by Maria Cruz, applicant with concurrence from Salgado Estates LLC, landowners for an amendment to rezone a 
tract of land from Residential to Commercial described property as a tract of land 3.34 acres, more or less, 
known as Lot I of the Replat of Lots 2 thru 27 of Schmidt’s Country Estates, now known as Lots A thru I Schmidt’s 

Country Estates, located in Outlot 3 of the S½NE¼ of Section 9, Township 156 North, Range 91 West (Idaho 
Township) due to it being considered spot-zoning. 
 
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by Comm. DeGroot, to deny the zoning request filed by Maria Cruz, applicant 
with concurrence from Salgado Estates LLC, landowners for an amendment to rezone a tract of land from 
Residential to Commercial described property as a tract of land 3.34 acres, more or less, known as Lot I of the 
Replat of Lots 2 thru 27 of Schmidt’s Country Estates, now known as Lots A thru I Schmidt’s Country Estates, 

located in Outlot 3 of the S½NE¼ of Section 9, Township 156 North, Range 91 West (Idaho Township) due to it 
being considered spot-zoning.  Upon roll call, all present voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
9:35 A.M. 
 
Madison Rodgers, Clerk of Court met with the board to discuss the 2027 budget.    
 
9:45 A.M. 
 
Desiree Sorenson, Mountrail McKenzie Human Service Zone Director met with the board to discuss the 2027 
budget.   
 
10:05 A.M. 
 
Jim Hennessy, County Agent/Weed Control met with the board to discuss the 2027 budgets. 
 
10:15 A.M. 
 
Lynette Vachal, Extension Agent met with the board to discuss the 2027 budget. 
 
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the out of state travel for a conference on 
October 27th to 29th in Kansas City   Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Hollekim, DeGroot  and Olson voted yes.   
Motion carried. 
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10:45 A.M. 
 
Chairman Ruland opened the 2027 Preliminary Budget Hearing for the County.   Present were Briselda 
Hernandez, Angela Swider and Iman Moore. 
 
The Board reviewed the county budgets for 2027. 
 
Briselda Hernandez with Job Development Authority (JDA Board) gave an update on the recommendation of the 
additional $5 million funding from the General Fund. 
 
11:15 A.M. 
 
Jana Hennessy, Road & Bridge (R&B) Engineer along with Scott Duerre, Road & Bridge Superintendent and Mary 
Omar, Road & Bridge Accountant met to discuss Road & Bridge.   Also present were Joseph Baneck, Sauber 
Engineering and Jaret Wirtz, Streamline Water Services. 
 
1.  BILL GATHMAN/NDDOT 
 
Engineer Hennessy introduced the board to Bill Gathman, the new Williston District Engineer with the NDDOT. 
 
2.  EXCESS MOVE AGREEMENT/EOG RESOURCES 
 
Engineer Hennessy presented a request from EOG Resources for approval of Excess Move Agreement 
(Compressor Move).   The agreement is for CR13 beginning at intersection of Highway 8 and 81st Ave NW and 
ending at the intersection of 63rd St NW and Highway 8 with approximately 1.88 miles.   James Hill Township 
approved the moving on 68th St NW and 78th Ave NW approximately 3 miles and Clearwater Township approved 
the moving on 67th ST NW approximately .9 miles. 
 
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve signing of the Excess Move Agreement 
(compressor move) with EOG on CR13 beginning at intersection of Highway 8 and 81st Ave NW and ending at 
intersection of 63rd St NW and Highway 8 with approximately 1.88 miles pending receipt of the bond.   Upon roll 
call, Hollekim, Rice, Olson, DeGroot and Ruland voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
3.  CR3 PALERMO NORTH/PROJECT NO. 03(71)23 
 
Engineer Hennessy discussed the progress from the September 1st meeting with Jensen Brothers on CR3 
Palermo North/Project No. 03(71)23.   Engineer Hennessy also presented the response letter from Jensen 
Brothers to the board.  Joe Baneck with Sauber Engineering stated they have progressed and Jensen Brothers 
hired a subcontractor to help with the construction. 
 
4.   OLD HIGHWAY 2 
 
Engineer Hennessy presented information on an approach on Old Highway 2 that needs to repaired at 
intersection of 67th Ave NW.   A quote was provided by CSI to do the repairs. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Olson, to approve the potential change order allowing CSI to 
repair the approach on CR2 and intersection of 67th Ave NW totaling $29,591.50.   Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, 
DeGroot, Rice and Hollekim voted yes.   Motion carried. 
 
5.  MR. JARET WIRTZ/TEMPORARY ROW USE PERMIT 
 
Engineer Hennessy discussed the R&B denying a temporary Right of Way use permit to lay flat hose through 
CR10 construction.  The reason for the denial is current site conditions, the unfinished construction work, the 
damage that has already occurred from utilizing a cattle guard that was not approved, and the resulting safety 
and liability concerns, Mountrail County will not authorize proposed hose route through the construction site or 
the cattle guard/bridge area.   Jaret Wirtz, Streamline Water Services stated he is willing to pay for the cattle 
guard to fix what was damaged.  Jaret Wirtz stated an alternate route has been established which would go 
under the Shell Bridge with little disturbance with the road construction.   The Road & Bridge and Planning & 
Zoning departments will approve once all necessary paperwork has been filed with both offices. 
 
6.   SALT & SAND MIX/QUOTES 
 
Engineer Hennessy presented the quotes for the salt and sand mixture. 
 
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded by Comm. Rice, to approve all bids for the salt and sand mixture as per 
the recommendation of Engineer Hennessy.   Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland, Olson, DeGroot and Hollekim voted 
yes.   Motion carried. 
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7.   NDACO & MEETING WITH NDDOT 
 
Engineer Hennessy discussed the NDDOT meeting at the NDACO conference with Mountrail County on Tuesday, 
October 13th at 11:30 a.m.    
 
8.   WATER BOARD  
 
Engineer Hennessy presented a request from the Water Resource District Board regarding the possibility of 
taking a maintainer down the roads that lead to the camping area and the dam road.   Engineer Hennessy stated 
that Sorkness Township doesn’t claim either of the roads.  Wade Enget, State’s Attorney recommended having 
the two entities (Boy Scouts and Water Resource District Board) sign off on the maintenance agreement.  
 
9.   LETTER FROM MR. HAMERS 
 
Engineer Hennessy presented a response letter to Robert Hamers concerning the snow removal equipment, 
overtime and the approach west of Palermo. 
 
10.  2027 BUDGET DISCUSSION 
 
Engineer Hennessy along with Mary Trahan, Accountant met with the board to discuss the 2027 budget. 
 

 4.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Iman Moore & Angela Swider both stated they enjoyed sitting in and listening to the meeting. 
 
 5.   ADJOURN 

 
The Board adjourned at 12:44 P.M. to meet in regular session on Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at 9:00 A.M.  
Accepted and approved this 6th day of October, 2026. 

 

              

Trudy Ruland, Chairman      Stephanie A. Pappa 

Mountrail County Commissioner    Mountrail County Auditor 


