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PREAMBLE

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE ESTABLISHING COMPREHENSIVE ZONING

REGULATIONS FOR MOUNTRAIL COUNTY

For the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals, public convenience, general prosperity, and public

welfare, the Board of County Commissioners of Mountrail County does hereby RESOLVE to:

Regulate and restrict within the county, subiect to Chapter 54-21.3 of the North Dakota Century Code,

the location and the use of buildings and structures and the use, condition of use, or occupancy of lands

for residence, recreation, and other purposes, as well as to regulate and restrict within Mountrail

County the subdivision and platting of land.

Preserve and maintain agricultural lands for farming and ranching use;

Encourage nonfarm growth to locate within existing communities or comm u nity-served

d istricts;

Promote a healthy and visually attractive environmenU

Promote the development of utility corridors which utilize the least productive agricultural

la nd;

Regulate development in the flood plain areas so as to reduce flood damages and protect

stream flows;

Discourage development which places an excessive financial burden on county Sovernment.

THIS LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE IS HEREBY ADOPTED EFFECTIVE THIS 2OTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER,

2022.

ATTEST:

dy Rulan Cha trma n Stephanre Pappa

ard of ntrail County Commissioners Mountrail County Auditor

ATTEST:

,ht/u^1 /rtdq 36.7e
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman Date
Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Commission

Melissa Vachal
Mountrail County Zoning Administrator
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)

)s

COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL )

on this (a day of o o 2022 personally appeared before me, a notary public within

aforesaid County and State, Trudv Ruland and Stephanie A. Pappa, to me personally known to be the

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners and the County Auditor, respectively, of said County,

and acknowledged to me that they executed the within and foregoing instrument for and behalf of said

County.

My Commission expires lz-tv-aoz4

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)

)5

COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL )

on tnis 2U day of &pkh[X/ . 2022 personally appeared before me, a notary public within
aforesaid County and State, Charlie Sorenson and Melissa Vacha I personally known to be the Chairman

of the County Planning and Zoning Commission and the County Zoning Administrator, of said County, and

acknowledged to me that they executed the within and foregoing instrument for and behalf of said

Commission

ra- tb - eor{

Bottr^ HOnr€EnGEn
No{ary ArU'c

St t ot t&.fi Oaro€
My Co.finlsean E oa,s o.canraar t6. 2!2{

BOMIA HOANAEBGER
Nolary Pubra

State ot North Oatota
MyConm,$on ErDnes D€camre, 16. m2:t

My Commission expires
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1

Article 1. General Provisions
.1 Title

The regulations, provisions, and procedures contained herein shall be officially known as the
'Mountrail County Land Development Code.' Hereinafter, the Mountrail County Land
Development Code ls referred to as the'Land Development Code', the "LDC', or simply "the
code.'

.2 Purpose
The purpose of this code is to preserve the agricultural use ofthe land and promote the
health, safety, morals, general welfare, and orderly development of Mountrail County.

.5 Authority
This code is adopted under the authority granted to the Mountrail County Board of County
Commissioners ln NDCC Chapter 'l I -33 County Zoning and NDCC Chapter 'l I -33.2

Subdivision Regulation.

1

1

1.3 Repea!

All other ordinances of Mountrail County in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed.

1.4 Severability
lf any provision or section of this code is adjudged invalid by a court of competent

iurisdiction, the remainder of the code shall not be affected.

1.6 Effective Date
This code shall become effective after a public hearing and adoption by the Mountrail County
Board of County Commissioners.

1.7 Jurisdiction
The jurisdiction of this code shall include all incorporated and unincorporated areas within
Mountrall County. Any incorporated area or unincorporated area may, by request, be
excluded from applicable requirements of the Mountrail County Land Development Code
upon presentation of a zoning ordinance and/or development regulations of their own.

1.8 Compliance
Except as hereinafter provided, no structure or land shall be erected, repaired or used except
in conformance with these regulations.

General Provisions l-1
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1.9 Exemptions

A. Farming and Ranchlng Exemption: No part of this code shall be applied for the purpose
of preventing or restricting the use of land or structures for agriculture or any of the
normal incidents of ag riculture.

B. Publlc Utlllties Exemptlon: ln the interpretation and application of thls code, the
provisions of this code shall be held to the minimum requirements. Where this code
imposes a greater restriction than existing law, the provisions of this code shall govern.

1.1O Organizataon
The Land Development Code contains provisions for zoning, which regulates the use of land,
and for subdivision controls, which pertain to the subdivision or modification of land interests
such as parcels and right-of-way. Zoning and subdivision authority are separate but related
powers of the County. Article 2 contains definltions for words and terms that are common to
zoning or subdivision policy and procedures. Articles 3 through 6 focus on zoning, while
Article 7 contains the County's subdivision regulations.

General Provisions 1-2
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Article 2. Rules and Definitions
2.1 Rules

A. The present tense includes the past and future tenses, and the future tense lncludes the
present tense.

B. Words used ln the singular number shall also include the plural and vice versa.

C. The word 'person' includes a firm, partnership, association, corporatlon, or lndividual.

D. The word 'shall' is mandatory and not discretionary.

E. The word 'may' is discretionary.

F. The mascullne gender includes the feminine and neuter genders.

G. ln the event of conflicting provisions, the more restrictive shall apply.

2.2 Definitions
The section is adopted for the purpose of defining common zoning terms and uses that
appear ln this code, Other specialized sections of this code contain additlonal definltions.

Accessory Use or Accessory Structure: A use or structure incidental and subordinate
to the main use ofthe property and located on the same lot as the main use, such as a

garage or tool shed. lncludes a recreational vehicle as an allowable accessory to any
dwelling ln Mountrail County.

Adult Entertalnment: A media store, cabaret, movie theater, or any other business ln
which the preponderance of activities or sales is designed to display, show, perform, or
depict sexual activities, sexually oriented devices, or specified anatomical areas as

defined by North Dakota Century Code Section zt0-05-l 7 (City restriction of adult
establishments - Deflnitions).

Agrlculture: The use of land for agriculture purposes, including the necessary
structures for farm or farm labor use. Agriculture shall include farming, dairying,
pasturage, horticulture, animal and poultry husbandry, and accessory uses and
structures for packing, treating, or storing product, providing accessory uses are
secondary to normal agricultural activities.

Anlmal F.cdlng Opcrrtlon: A place where livestock have been, are, or will be
confined, concentrated, and led for 45 days or more in any I 2-month period; pasture,
crops, or other vegetation are not normally managed or sustaind for grazing during
the normal growing season; and animal waste or manure accumulates. This term does
not include an animal wintering operation. Adjoining animal feeding operations under
common ownership are considered to be one animal feeding operation if they use
common areas or systems for manure handling.

See Section 5.1, Animol Feeding Operations, for use regulotions ond related definitions,

Rules and Definitions 2-1
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Anlmal Servlces, Large: Service.related uses involving animals. Examples include
commercial stables, large animal clinics, kennels, or horse-riding academies. lncludes
livestock and other animals.

Anlmal Servlces, Smatl: Servicerelated uses involving animals. Examples include
small animal clinics and kennels. Does not include livestock.

Appllcant: The owner, owner's agent or person having legal control, ownership and/or
interest in land for which the provisions of this Code are being considered or reviewed.

Bed and Break ast lnn: A private home that is used to provide accommodations for a

charge to the public with not more than four lodging units, in which no more than two
family style m€als per day are provided.

Bloclc An area of land within a subdivision which is entirely bounded by streets or by a
combination of streets, railroad right-of-way, or public parks, the exterior boundary or
boundaries of the subdivision, or the shoreline of the above with a lake, stream, or
river.

Boat Llvery: A boat dock. This use may include boat sales, rental, construction, and
repair; and sale of bait, fishing equipment, and similar recreational items.

Buffer Yard: A strip of land utilized to screen or partially screen a use or property from
another use or property or to shield or mitigate noise, lights, or other impacts.

Bulldabte Land: Land having a size and configuration capable of supporting principal
and accessory structures, with an approved domestic wastewater treatment system
and potable water system.

Bulldlng: Any structure having a roof which may provide shelter or enclosure of
persons, animals, chattel, or property of any kind. See also: Structure.

Bulldlng or Structure Llne: A line parallel to the street right-of-way line at lts closest
point to any story level of a structure and representing the minimum distance which
all or part ofthe structure is set back from said right-of-way line.

Campground: Facilities providing camping or parklng areas and incidental services for
travelers in camping cabins, tents, and/or recreational vehicles. A camping cabin is a

temporary living quarters only to be used in campgrounds.

Certlflcate of Survey: A land survey prepared by a land surveyor registered in the
State of North Dakota with a certification that the information on the land survey is

accurate.

Church: Any structure or site, the primary purpose of which is public religious
assembly or worship, irrespective of denomination or practiced faith.

Commerclal Lake R6sort: lncludes both permanent and seasonal dwelllngs, tourist-
oriented facillties, water-based recreation uses, and related facilities all within a single
development.

Common Op€n Spacc: Any open space including park, nature areas, playgrounds,
trails and recreational structures owned in common by a group of property owners.

Communlcatlon Towen A freestanding structure, such as a monopole or guyed/tied-
down tower, designed to suppon wireless facilities. Such towers may support services

Rules and Definitions
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such as radio, television, or phone to the general public. This definition does not
include utility poles. All communication towers shall comply with current FCC

regulations in addition to local requirements. lncludes MET towers, which are
meteorological structures used to collect data on wind and/or weather conditions.

Comprehcnslve Plan:The Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan, as most recently
adopted or amended by the Mountrail County Board ofCounty Commissloners. The
Plan establishes general land use patterns in Mountrail County and serves as a guide
for implementation of the Land Development Code.

Condltlonal Use: A use conditionally permitted in order to reduce any adverse effects
on surroundlng property.

Conveyancc System: Any path, including but not limited to, ditches, streams,
overland flow channels, and storm sewer systems, traveled by water as it passes

through the watershed.

Counqr: The County of Mountrall, North Dakota.

county commlsslon: The Mountrail County Board of Commissioners.

County Englneer: The County Engineer or an engineer employed by the County.

Cul-de-sac: See Street.

Data center: a use involvlng a building/prem ise in which the majority of the use is

occupied by computers and/or telecommunications and related equipment, including
supporting equipment, where information is processed, transferred and/or stored.

Day Care Center: Any facility, other than a dwelling, offering care, maintenance, and
supervision for hire or compensation, for less than twenty{our (24) hours per day, for
children under the age of twelve (1 2) years, having a fenced outdoor recreation area,
and licensed by the North Dakota Department of Human Services as required by law.
Child care facilities operated in connection with a church, business, or other
establishment where children are cared for during a period of time not exceeding four
(4) continuous hours while the child's parent, guardian, or custodian is engaged in
activities other than employment, on or near the premises, shall not be considered a

day care center.

Day Car6 Center (Adult): As an alternative to child care, a day care center may focus
on adult care, with all limits as stipulated by state law.

Developcn A person who submits an application for the purpose of land subdivision
as defined herein. The developer may be the owner or authorized agent of the owner
of the land to be subdivided.

Dwelllng: A structure or portion thereof occupied exclusively for the purposes of
residing, but not including mobile recreational vehicles.

Dwelllng, Accessory Rcsldcntlal: A smaller, independent residential dwelling unit
located on the same lot as a singlefamily dwelling. May be detached from or attached
to the primary dwelling.

Dwelllng, Farm: A single family dwelling or manufactured home located on a farm
which is occupied by the farm's owner or person employed thereon.

Rules and Definitions 2-3
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Dwcttlng, Nonfarm: A single family dwelling or manufactured home whose occupants
derive a majority of their income from non-farm activities.

Dwelllngs, Multlfamlly: Residential dwelling designed for occupancy by two or more
families. Each separate structure shall be considered one (l) multi-famlly unit
regardless of how many families the structure has been designed for.

Dwelllng, Slngla F.mlly: Housing that is maintained and used as a single dwelling
unit. Even though a dwelllng unit may share one or more walls with another dwelling
unit, it is a single family residence if it has direct access to a street or common space
and does not share heating facilities, hot water equipment, nor any other essential
facility or service with any other dwelling unit. This definition includes modular homes
which are functionally and aesthetically similar to site-built homes. Manufactured
homes as defined in this Ordinance are considered single family dwellings.

Easement A grant by the property owner ofthe use of a portion ofthe land by the
public, or by one or more persons or corporations for a specific purpose. An easement
may be granted for the purpose of constructing and maintaining walkways, roadways,
indivldual sewage treatment systems, utilities, drainage, driveway, or other uses.

Exlstlng U36 or Structure: Any structure or use in place and operational on or before
the adoption of this Land Development Code. Such structures or uses are assumed to
be in existence legally and in conformance with then-applicable requirements but may
or may not conform to all of the applicable requirements of this Land Development
code.

Extraterrltorlal Ar6a: An unincorporated area of Mountrail County under the
extraterritorial authority of an incorporated city within Mountrail County, as exercised
through NDCC Section 4G47-01.1 or by agreement with the MountrailCounty Board
of Commissioners.

Famlly: Four or fewer adults, together or without minor children in their care, living as

a single housekeeping unit.

Farm: Any aggregate area operated by one person, family, partnership, corporation, or
joint venture for agriculture or farming purposes.

Farmworker Houslng: A detached or attached dwelling unit lntended for
farmworkers. Each unit can be occupied by no more than four occupants and can
include a dwelling unit subject to a building permit.

Fences and Walls: Any partition, structure, wall or gate erected as a divider, marker,
barrier or enclosures and located along the boundary, or wlthin the required yard
setback.

Flhcr Strlp: A linear strip of land along a lake, wetland, river, creek or storm water
ponding area where vegetation is establlshed and maintained as a means to slow the
velocity of storm water drainage and to filter sediment and pollutants from the storm
water.

Flnanclal Guarantce: A financial security posted with the County with the approval of
a plat, guaranteeing compliance wlth the approved plat, construction plans, and
conditions of approval set forth by the County and/or other political subdivisions.

Rules and Definitions 2-4
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Flood: A temporary increase in the flow or stage of a stream or in the stage of a
wetland or lake that results in the lnundation of normally dry areas.

Floodplaln: The beds proper and the areas adjoinlng a wetland, lake or watercourse
which have been or hereafter may be covered by the regional flood.

Freshwater: refer to "waters of the state' in the North Dakota Century Code, includes
both surface and ground water supplies.

Front.g6: That boundary of a lot which abuts a publicly malntained road.

Gen.ral Farm Operatlons: Operations that range widely in size and lnclude
commercial production of livestock grains and grasses, and various other crops.

Genaral Retall and Servlces: Businesses involved in the sale, lease, or rental of new or
used products to the general public, or that provide personal services or
entertainment.

Golf course: A public or private tract of land dedicated for playing the game of golf.
May include a driving range.

Governmental Unit: The State of North Dakota or a panicipating polltical subdivision
thereol including cities, counties, and townships. Also includes tribal government and
federal agencies with property interest in the County.

Home Occupatlon: Any occupation (1) which is carried on solely by members of the
family residing on the premise, (2) is clearly secondary to the use of the dwelling for
residential purposes, and (3) does not create excess noise, traffic or other disturbances.

tmmedlate Famlly Member: A member of the immediate family is limited to any
person who is a natural or adopted child, stepchild, spouse, sibling, grandchild,
grandparent or parent of the landowner.

tmproved Lot: Any structure or other object or improvement of the land on which
they are situated constituting a physical betterment of real property, or any pan of
such betterment. Certain lot improvements may require financial guarantees under
the provisions of this Ordinance.

Improvement, Pubtlc: Any drainage facility, street, parkway, par( lot improvement or
other facility for which a governmental unit may ultimately assume the responsibility
for maintenance and operation, or where governmental unit responsibility is

esta blished.

ln-Home Day Care, Famlly: A detached single-family dwelling, which also serves as

the primary residence ofthe operator of the day care, offering care, maintenance, and
supervision for hire or compensation, for less than twenty-four (24) hours per day, for
at least one ('l ) but not more than seven (7) children under the age of twelve (12) years,
having a fenced outdoor recreation area, and licensed by the North Dakota
Department of Human Services as required by law. Adults are not allowed in a family
in-home day care facility.

ln-Home Day Carc, Group: A detached single.famlly dwelling, which also serves as

the primary residence ofthe operator ofthe day care, offering care, maintenance, and
supervision for hire or compensation, for less than twenty-four (24) hours per day, for

Rules and Definitions
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at least eight (8) but not more than twelve (1 2) children under the age of twelve (1 2)

years, having a fenced and outdoor recreation area, and licensed by the North Dakota
Department of Human Services as required by law. Adults are not allowed in a group
in-home day care faciliry.

!n-Home Day Carc, Group (Aduh): A detached singlefamily dwelling, which also
serves as the primary residence ofthe operator ofthe day care, offering care,
maintenance, and supervision for hire or compensation, for less than twenty-four (24)

hours per day, for up to nine (9) adults and licensed by the North Dakota Department
of Human Services as required by law.

Junk Ysrd: Any land or structure used for the storage, sale or dismantling of personal
property. lncludes automobile salvage.

Land Dcvelopment Code: The Mountrail County Land Development Code, as may be
amended.

Land Dlsturbanca: Any area in which movement of earth, alteration in topography,
soil compaction, disruption of vegetation, change in soil chemistry, or any other
change in the natural character of the land occurs as a result of the site prepa ration,
grading, structure construction or any other construction activity.

Landflll (Commercla!): Specially selected, designed, and operated sites for disposal of
solld waste in accordance with NDCC 23.1 {8 and the provisions of this Code. lncludes
privately owned landfills for commercial use.

See Section 5.5, Londfills, for use regulations.

Landfltl (Prlvate): Specially selected, designed, and operated sites for disposal of solid
waste in accordance with NDCC 23.1-08 and the provisions of this Code. lncludes
privately owned landfills not for commercial or public use.

See Section 5.5, Londfills, for use regulotions,

Landflll (Publlcl: Specially selected, designed, and operated public sites for disposal of
solid waste in accordance with NDCC 23.1-08 and the provisions of this Code.

See Section 5.5, Londfills, for use regulotions.

LIquor, off-sale: An establlshment primarily devoted to sale or provision of alcoholic
beverages for consumptlon off slte. The establishment must have an off-sale liquor
license through the appllcable localjurisdiction. An example of such a use includes a

liquor store.

Llquor, On-sale: An establishment primarily devoted to sale or provision of alcoholic
beverages for consumption on site, and in which the service of food is only incidental
to the consumption of alcoholic beverages. The establishment must have an on-sale
liquor license through the applicable localjurisdiction. An example of such a use
includes a bar.

Llquor, On and ofI-sale: An establishment that involves the sale of alcoholic
beverages for on and off-site consumption. The establishment must have both an on-
sale and off-sale liquor license through the applicable localjurisdiction. Examples of
such uses include a brewery or winery with onsite tasting, consumption, and off-sale.

2-6
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Llvcstock Any animal raised for food, raw materials or pleasure, including, but not
limited to, beef and dairy cattle, bison, sheep, swine, poultry and horses. Livestock also
lncludes fur animals raised for pelts.

Lot: A parcel of land occupied or intended to be occupied by one (1) main structure
together with its accessory structures, including the open space required by this Code
and having access to public right ofway. Any parcel of land created pursuant to NDCC
Section 57{2-39, commonly known as an "Auditor's lot" shall not be considered a lot
for the purposes of the administration and enforcement of this Code. outlots are also
considered lots for the purposes of the administration and enforcement of this Code.

Lot Area: The gross area, exclusive of streets or other public rights-of-way, within the
boundary lines of a lot.

Lot, Corner: A lot abutting on two (2) or more intersecting streets. on a corner lot,
both streets shall be deemed front lines for the application of this Code.

Lot Dcpth: The mean horizontaldistance between the front lot line and the rear lot
line of a lot.

Lot Llne: A property line boundlng a lot except that where any portion of a lot extends
into the public right-of-way, the lot line shall be deemed to be the boundary of said
public right-of-way.

Lot, Through: A lot which has a pair of opposite lot lines abutting two (2) substantially
parallel streets, and which is not a corner lot. On a through lot, both streets shall be
deemed front lines for the application of this Code.

Lot Width: The horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a lot measured at the
structure setback line, location of the principal structure and, if applicable, ordinary
high-water level. For corner lots, lot width shall be determined by measuring the
horizontal distance between a side lot line and the applicable opposite front lot line.

Manufactured Home: A single dwelling unit whlch is prefabricated ln factories and
transported to site, pursuant to federal housing regulations enacted in 1976.
Manufactured homes may be composed of a single sectlon or multiple sections which
are assembled on site. Recreational travel trailers, park models, and skld units are not
to be considered a manufactured home.

Manufactured Home Perlc Any park court, camp, parcel, or tract of ground upon
which manufactured home sites are leased or used, whether for compensation or not,
including all accessory uses.

Mcdlcal Mar[uana Compasslon Centen A manufacturlng facility or dispensary, any
facility engaged in the cultivation, manufacturlng, acquiring, possession, storage,
delivery, transfer, transport, sale, supply, or dispensing of Medical Marijuana or related
products to a Medical Marijuana Qualifying Patient or Medical MarUuana Registered
Designated Caregiver, including but not limited to a Medical Marijuana Cultivation
and/or Manufacturing Facility and a Medical Marijuana Dispensary.

See Section 5.7, Medicol Morijuono Facilities, for use regulations and additional definitions.

Metes and Bounds: A method of property description by means of their direction and
dlstance from an identifiable point of beginning.

2-7
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Mln.ral Exploratlon: Use of any technique which when applled to the surface of the
land will aid ln the discovery or evaluation of coal, oil, potash, sand, gravel, scoria, clay
and/or rock or other subsurface minerals as defined in NDCC 38-12.

See Section 5.2, Mineral Explorotion and Production, for use rcgulations.

Mlneral Productlon: Any activity when applied to the surface of land will produce
coal, oil, gas, potash, sand, gravel, scoria, clay and/or rock or other subsurface minerals
as defined in NDCC 38-12.

See Section 5.2, Minercl Explorution and Production, for use rcgulotions.

Mlnlmum Subdlvlslon Deslgn Standard3: The guides, principles, and specifications
for the preparation of subdivision plans indicating among other things, the minimum
and maximum dimensions of the various elements set forth in the plat.

Nonconformlng Lot: A lot that was legally created in accordance with zoning dlstrict
minimum lot size and dimensional standards in effect at the time of thelr creatlon, but
which, because of amendments to the zoning regulations, no longer complies with the
minimum lot size or other dimensional standards of the zoning district.

See Section 6,1 1, Nonconforming Uses, for stondards.

Nonconformlng Structure: A structure that was legally established in accordance
with all zoning regulations in effect at the time of its establishment, but which,
because of amendments to the zoning regulations, no longer complies with zoning
regulations.

See Section 6.1 1, Nonconforming Uses, for standards.

Nonconformlng Use: A legal use of land that complied with applicable zoning
regulations at the time of its establishment, but which, because of amendments to the
zoning regulations, no longer complies with regulations for use.

See Section 6.1 1, Nonconformlng Uses, for standards.

NOCC: The Nonh Dakota Century Code.

outlot: A legal lot as defined in this Code, allowed pursuant to Section 7.O Exempt
Subdivision. Outlots cannot be described with a legal description based from the
Public Land Survey System.

See Section 7.6, Exempt Subdiision, for standords.

Owner: Any individual, firm, association, partnership, corporation, trust or any other
legal entity having proprietary interest in the land.

Park Modct: A recreational vehicle not to exceed forty (40) feet in length; is built on a
single chassis; has a gross trailer area not exceeding four hundred (400) square feet of
enclosed living space in the setup mode; and is certified by the manufacturer as

complying with Al 19.5 Recreational Park Trailer Standard of the American National
Standards lnstitute.

Plannlng and Zonlng Commlsslon: The Mountrail County Planning/Zoning
Commission.

2-8Rules and Definitions



County Recorder
lvlountrail CoLinty

45s084

Stan e

ilr

ND

!lllllllllllill!illllfl lllllllllllllllilllll 
pase 17 

"f 
1:':1

illlillillill Mountrail County Land Development Code

Plat: The final map or drawing on which the developer's plan or subdivision is

presented to the Planning & Zoning Board for approval and which, lf approved, will be
submitted to the Office of the County Recorder for filing.

P.ot€ctlv€ Covcnant: A restriction ofthe use placed upon the property by a present

or former owner and recorded in the Office of the County Recorder. The County will
not be responsible to enforce private protective covenants.

Publlc Structure: A structure that is accessible for public use, and/or that provides for
governmental or quasi-governmental activities.

Recreatlon.l vehlcle (RV): A vehicular unit primarily designed as a temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use that either has its own motor power or
is mounted on or drawn by a vehicle. Common types of RVs include motorhomes,
travel trailers, fifth wheels, popup tent campers, over-the-cab or on-board pickup
campers. One (1) RV is considered an allowable accessory to any dwelling in Mountrail
County.

Reglonal Flood: A flood which is representative of large floods known to have
occurred generally in Nonh Dakota and reasonably characteristic ofwhat can be
expected to occur on an average frequency in the magnitude of the 1 OO-year

recurrence interval. Regional flood is synonymous with the term "base flood" used in
the Flood lnsurance Study.

Regulatory Flood Protcctlon Elevatlon: The Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation
shall be an elevation no lower than one (1) foot above the elevatlon of the regional
flood plus any increases in flood elevation caused by encroachments on the flood
plain that result from designation of a floodway.

Reglstered Land Survey: A survey map of registered land designed to simplifl/ a

complicated metes and bounds description, designating the same into a tract or tracts
of Registered Land Survey Number.

Roglstered Land Surweyon A land surveyor licensed and registered in the State of
North Dakota.

Re-subdlvlslon: A change in an approved or recorded subdivision plat lf such change
affects any street layout on such map or area reserved for public use, or any lot line or
if it affects any map, or plan legally recorded prior to the adoption of any regulations
controlling subdivisions.

Rlght-of-Way: A strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a street,
railroad, road, electric transmission line, oil or gas pipeline, water main, sanitary or
storm sewer main, or for another special use. The usage of the term right-of-way for
land platting purposes shall mean that every right-of-way hereafter established and
shown on a plat ls to be separate and distinct from the lots or parcels adjoining such
right-of-way and not included within the dimensions or areas of such lots or parcels.

Right-of-way intended for streets, water main, sanitary sewers, storm drains, or any
other use involving maintenance by a public agency shall be dedicated to public use
by the recording ofthe plat on which such right-of-way is established.

Road Rlght-of-way Wldth: The horizontal distance between the outside edges of a
road right-of-way.

Rules and Definitions 2-9
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Sattwater: Considered an oilfleld fluid that is regulated by the North Dakota lndustrial
Commission.

Setback The required distance of separation between a structure and public right-of-
way line, easement, or property line; or between two properties or uses. All
measurements shall be made from the furthest extending point ofthe roofline.
Projections such as oriel windows, sills, cornices, and other decorative works may not
project beyond the point to which eaves may be projected.

Sh€lterbelt3 A barrier of trees and shrubs that is used to protect crops, farmsteads and
nonfarm dwellings from wind and storms.

Skld Unlt: A structu re or group of structures, either single or multi-sections, which is

not built on a permanent chassis and is ordinarily designed for human living quarters
on a temporary or permanent basis.

Small Busln€ss: Any specific commercial use otherwise defined shall be permltted by
right as a small business provided it meets the requirements listed in Section 3.5.2.

Solar Energy Facllltles, Utllity-scale (Solar Farm): A utility-scale, ground-mounted
solar energy system that produces and distributes electricity for wholesale. A large-
scale solar energy system has a minimum project size offive (5) acres and is the
principal use on the parcel(s) on which it is located.

See Section 5.7, Solat Energy Systems, for use regulotions ond reloted definitions.

Solar Energy Faclllty, Small: Devices such as rooftop solar panels or stand-alone
panels, intended for a specific site. Small solar energy facilities generate power for a

single business, residence, or a similar limited use. Small solar energy facilities are not
designed and constructed to distribute electricity for wholesale. Stand-alone small
solar energy facilities are treated as accessory structures and must comply with all
regulations pertaining to accessory structures.

Streee A right-of-way affording primary access by pedestrians and vehicles to
abutting properties, whether deslgnated as a street, highway, thoroughfare, parkway,
throughway, road, avenue, boulevard, court, way, trail or however otherwise
designated. Private, ingress and egress easements shall not be considered streets.

a. Principal Arterial: Streets which include all interstate freeways and other
roadways which provides for the longest trips. The emphasis is on mobillty
rather than land access.

b. Minor Arterial: A street system which serves medium to shon trips and
provides access to the principal arterial. They interconnect concentrations
of commercial or lndustrial land uses and connect cities and towns of the
region to each other and to similar places outside the region. The emphasis
is still on mobility rather than land access.

c. Collector: A street which provides connection between neighborhoods and
from neighborhoods to minor business concentrations. Mobility and land
access are equally important.

d. Local: Those that remain, serving the shortest trips and providing access to
adjacent propefty.

Rules and Definitions 2-10
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e. Cul-de.sac: A local street having one end open to traffic and the other end
permanently terminated by a vehicular turn-around.

f. Service or Frontage: A local street which is parallel and adiacent to a
highway or an arterial street and which provides access to abutting
propenies and protection from through tralfic.

Street Wldth: The width of the improved surface of the street as measured at right
angles or radially to the centerline of the street from curb face to curb face, or on a

stre€t without curbs from the outside edge ofthe improved shoulder to outside edge
of improved shoulder.

Structural Alteratlon: Any change in the supporting members or any substantial
change in the roof or exterior walls of a structure.

Structure: Any combination of materials fixed to give support or shelter or to provide
for human habitation or use. lncludes buildings, towers, advertising signs constructed
or erected on the land, excludlng fences. Structures require permanent location on or
in the ground, via a floating slab or frost protected foundation. See also: Building.

Subdlvlslon: The division of a lot, tract, or parcel of land, creating one or more lots,
tracts, or parcels for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of sale or of structure
development.

Technotogically-Enhanced Naturatly€ccurrlng Radloactlve Materlal (TENORM):

Waste produced as a byproduct of oil and gas extraction and processing that contains
concentrated or exposed radioactive materials. TENORM may be found in drill cuttings,
waste water, tank sludge, pipe scale, and other materials that are used or produced as

byproducts in oil and gas extraction and processing activities.

Temporary Frcshwatcr lndustrlal Use Polnt of Diverslon: Storage, collection, or sale
of fresh water for lndustrial or commercial use from surface or groundwater supplies
for a temporary period as specified in this Code. Does not include permanent
freshwater industrial use point of diversion, such as an earthen pond.

See Section 5.9,Temporary Freshwoter lndust al Use Point of Diversion for use regulotions.

Temporary Freshwat€r lndustrlal Use Water Llnes: Means all above-ground
pipelines, pumps, and water storage tanks in place for a temporary period as specified
in this Code.

'ee 
Section 5.l0,Temporary Freshwoter lndustriol Use Water Lines fot use regulations.

Temporaryruorkforcc Houslng: One or more lodging units or skid units used to
house workers on a temporary basis, and for a specified period of time, which are not
real property as defined in NDCC 557-02-04, and are not manufactured homes, as

defi ned in NDCC557-55{1.

See Sections 5.3 and 5.4, Minot ond MajotTemporary Housinglt/Vorkforce Housing fot use
regulotions.

TemporaryAlllorklorcc Houslng (Mlnor): A temporary/workforce housing
development that houses 25 occupants or fewer.

See Section 5.3, MinorTemporcry HousingNvotkforce Housing fot use regulations.

Rules and Defin itions 2-11
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TemporaryMorkforce Hou5lng (Major): A conglomerate of temporary/workforce
housing that is typically associated with a significant expansion of oil and gas activity
(oil boom) or a similar economic circumstance. For the purposes of this Code, a major
workforce housing operation shall be defined as temporary housing that houses more
than 25 occupants.

See Section 5.4, MojotTemporcry Housing/Workforce Housing for use regulotions.

Temporary Use: A use or activity permitted for a temporary and specific duratlon, as

speclfied in this Code.

See Section 3.4, Temporary Uses.

Utllltles: For the purposes of this Code, the definition of utilities shall be limlted to
electrical transmission lines, oil pipelines, natural gas pipelines and industrial water
pipelines. This definition shall exclude electrical distribution lines as a utility.

varlance: The grant of relief from the requirements of the Code where it can be shown
that due to unusual conditions of the property, strict application of the regulations
would result in undue hardship.

wlnd Energy FaGlllty, Utlllty-scale: An electric generating facility, the main
mechanical or electrical purpose of which is to produce and distribute electricity for
wholesale. lt consists of one or more wind turbine and other accessory structures,
including substations, meteorological towers, electrical infrastructure, transmission
lines and other appurtenant structures and facilities. Utility scale wind energy facilities
are not intended for personal use, but for commercial generation at the utility scale.

See Section 5.6, Wind Energy Focility, Utility Scale, for use regulations.

Wlnd Energy Faclllty, Small: A device such as a wlnd charger, windmill, or wind
turbine and associated facilities that convert wind energy to electric energy, intended
for a specific site. Small wind energy facilities generate power for a single business,
residence, or a slmilar limited use. Small wind energy facilities are not designed and
constructed to distribute electricity for wholesale. Stand-alone small wind energy
facilities are treated as accessory structures and must comply with all regulations
pertaining to accessory structures.

Yard: A space on the same lot with the principal structure; open, unoccupied and
unobstructed by structures from the ground upward.

Yard, Front A yard that extends across the full width ofthe lot. The depth is measured
as the least distance between the front lot line and the front structure line.

Yard, Rean A yard that extends across the full width of the lot. The depth is measured
as the least distance between the rear lot line and the rear structure line.

Yard, Slde: The yard between the front and rear yards. The depth is measured as the
least distance from the side lot line and the side ofthe principal structure.

Zonlng Admlnlstraton Person or persons designated by the Board of County
Commissioners to administer the Land Development Code.

Rules and Definitions 2-12



coLrnty Recorder 455oa8
Mountl arl Cour'rty
Stanlev ND

IIililIililIilfliltllilllilllilllllllilllIllllllllllllllll'"'" 
2 1 :J

Mountrail County Land Development Code

Article 3. Zoning Districts
3.1 Establishment of Districts

For the purpose of this Code, Mountrail County is hereby divided into the following classes of
districts: Agricultural (Ag); Commercial (Co); lndustrial (ln); Residential (Res); Rural Residential
(R-Res); and Recreation (Rec).

3.2 Official Zoning Map

A. Zoning district boundaries are established as shown on the map entitled the'Official
zoning Map of Mountrail County'. This map and any attached map sections are made pan
of this Code; and it shall be on flle with the county zoning administrator.

B. Where the district boundary lines on the officialzoning map are indicated to follow
highway, road or railroad right-of-way, such boundary lines shall be construed to be the
centerline of said right-of-way unless clearly shown to the contrary.

C. Where any uncertainty exists as to the exact location of the zoning district boundary line,
the Planning and Zoning Commission shall determine the location of such boundary line.

3.3 Table of Uses by Zoning District

3.3.1 Purpose ond Usage

Tables 3.1 Clable of Uses byZoning District) and 3.2 Oableof Temporary Uses byZoning
District) organize common exlsting and potential future land uses by zoning districts in
Mountrail County. lt is intended to help users of the Code easily identiry whether a use is
prohibited, permitted by right, permitted subject to additional regulations or procedures ln
each zoning district, or p€rmitted on a temporary and restricted basis. When special
regulations apply, the last column in the table refers the user to the applicable sectlon of
Article 5, Supplemental Use Regulations.

3.3.2 Unlisted Uses

lf an application is submitted for a use that is not specified in Table 3.1, the Zoning
Administrator is authorized to categorize the new or unlisted use according to listed uses or
categories that are most similar. lf no determination of similarity can be made, the proposed
use will be considered prohibited. ln this case, a Code amendment would need to be lnitiated
to determine il where, and how the use could be established in Mountrall County.

3-lZoning Districts
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Table 3.1 . Table of Uses by Zoning District

Conditional LJse

Prohibited Use

Farming and Ranching

Section 5.1Animal feeding operation c

Single.family dwelling (farm)

Section i.7.4General farm operations

Housing

c c ccManufactured home c

c c c ccManufactured home park

cMultifamily dwellings

Singlefamily dwelling (non-
farm)

Farmworker housing (one unit
and no more than 4 occupants)

Farmworker housing (more than
1 unit and 5 or more occupants)

c

Public and lnstitutional

cc cCemetery

Hospitals and clinics

c Se.tion 5.8Medical marijuana compassion
center

Category/Use AG RES R.REs CO IND REC

zoning Districts 3-2

County Recorder
lvlountrail County

Key

P Permitted Use

c

Reference

Agriculture, ranching, and
related structures

P

P

P

P P P P P

PP

P

P P

P

Churches P P P P

P
I

P
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c cPublic structures

Schools

lnfrastructure

c ccCommunication towers

Solar energy facility, small

Section 5.7ccSolar energy facility, utility-scale

c cCSubstations

c c ccUtilities

Water well and/or storage (non-
agricultural)

Wind energy facility, small

Section 5.6CWind energy facility, utility-scale

Businesses and Services

c c cAnimal services, small

cAnimal services, large

c c cBed and breakfast inn

Subject to stote
licensinqc cDay care center (child or adult) c

General retail and services

Hotels and motels

Subject to state
licensingLiquor sales, on-sale

Subject to state
licensingLiquor sales, off-sale

Subject to state
licensingLiquor sales, on- and off-sale

Restaurants

Category/Us€ AG RES R-RES CO IND REC Reference

Zoning Districts 3-3

Star-r ev IJD
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P

P

P P

P P

P P P P

P

Section 4.4

P

PP

P

P

P

P P

P

P P

P P

P P

P

P

P

P

Professional offices
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Warehouses

Commercial lake reson

oP

c

P P Section i.5.2 - B.l7

Pc

cAdult Entertainment

Small businesses, subject to IRS

Schedule F

P

Section 5.2

P

P

Gas holding, processing, and
distribution facilities

Fertilizer plants

Freight terminal

Data centers

Feed mills

P

c P

lndustrial material storage,
including trucks, trailers, and
other equipment (non-
hazardous)

Grain €levators

c C

c Sectlon 5.5

Section 5.5C

c

Oil storage and loading facilities

Landfill (Private)

Section 5.5c

P

II ReferenceAG RES R-REs CO IND REC

IIIIIIII
III

II
IIII

3-4

Mountrail County Land Development Code

Category/Use

c

Truck stop

lndustrial

Aggregate mining and storage
(sand, gravel, scoria, clay etc.)

c c c

c

c

Section 5.1I

Junk yardlautomobile salvage

Landfill (Commercial and Public)

c

Retail, manufacturing, and
distribution of anhydrous
storage

TENORM disposal

Recreation and Open Space

Boat livery c

c

Zoning Districts
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3.4 Temporary Uses

Table 3.2. Table of Temporary Uses by District

c cGolf course c

Seasonal Campgrounds
(Permitted from April 1 through
November 30)

Accessory Uses

ccAccessory dwelling unit

Accessory recreational uses

Accessory residential dwelling

Section 3.10.2 - 4.5
Customary accessorY uses and
structures located on the same
tract with the principal use

cHome occupation with
customers

c c

Subject to state
licensingln-home day care, family

Subject to state
licensingcc cln-home day care, group (child or

adult)

ccSmall businesses

AG RES R.REs CO IND REC

Administrative review required by the Zoning
Administrative, Planning and Zoning Commission review
not required

Prohibited Use

Zoning Districts 3-5

Category/Use Reference

P

PParks, outdoor recreation, and
related structures

P P P

c

P

P

P

Home occupation without
customers

P P P

P P P

P

Key

D
Discretionary review required by Planning and Zoning
Commission
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3.5 Agriculture District

3.5.1 Purpose

To establish and preserve areas of agriculture and low lntensity development which do not
significantly change the existing character of the area.

i.5.2 Uses

Below ls a list of uses that are permitted by right, conditional use permit, or temporary use
permit in the Agriculture District. Table 3.1 fiable of Uses by Zoning District) lncludes a quick
reference for these uses as well as uses that are prohibited in the Agriculture District.

A. Permltted Uses:

Farmer's market (180 days)

Fireworks sales (60 days)

Public Aatherings for a single-
purpose commercial event (30

days)

Sales stands for produce or
Christmas trees (60 days)

Sections 5.3 & 5-4Temporary/workforce housing -
Minor & Major (2 years)

Temporary uses incidental to
construction, including but not
limited to, a contractor's oflice,
construction yard or staging
area, and worker housing (2

years)

Temporary operations and
equipment for road
improvement projects (2 years)

Section 5.9Temporary freshwater industrial
use point ofdlversion (l year)

Section 5.10Temporary freshwater industrial
use water lines ('l year)

Any other temporary use (l80
days)

AG RES R-RES CO IND REC Reference (updated
lat€r)

Zoning Districts 3-6

Temporary Use

AIA

D D D

D D D

D DD

AIA

DD D
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I . Agriculture, ranching, and related structures

2. Cemetery

3. Churches

4. Day care, family

5. Farmworker housing (one unit and no more than four occupants)

6. General farm operatlons

7. Home occupation wlthout customers

8. Park, outdoor recreation, and related structures

9. Public structures

I 0. Schools

I 1 . Single famlly dwelling (farm)

12. Single famlly dwelling (non-farm)

13. Solar energy facillty, small

14. Wind energy facllity, small

B. Condltlonal Usess

1, Aggregate mining and storage (sand, gravel, scoria, clay etc.)

2. Anlmal feeding operatlon

3. Animal services, small and large

4. Bed and breakfast Inn

5. Communication towers

6. Day care center (chlld or adult)

7. Day care, group (child or adult)

8. Farmworker housing (more than one unit and flve or more occupants)

9. Golf course

10. Ju nk yardlautomoblle salvage

I l. Landflll (Private)

12. Manufactured home

13, Manufactured home park

14. small buslnesses; any speciflc commercial use otherwise defined provided it meets
the requirements listed in the followlng requlrements and is not listed as a
conditional use, temporary usq or prohibited use:

a. ls subject to IRS schedule F

b. Employs less than 3 nonfarm workers, either directly employed or on a

contractual basis

c. Not more than 5 customers are allowed onsite at one time

Zoning Districts 3-7
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d. Operatlons may not include more than one nonfarm building

e. Home occupation with customers

15. Solar energy facilities, utility-scale

16. Substations

17. Utilities

18. Wind energy facilities, utility-scale

C. T€mpot.ry U3ss:

l. Temporary Uses Permltted by Admlnlstt.tlve R.vlew:

a. Farmer's markets (maximum 180 days)

b. Fireworks sales (maximum 60 days)

c. Public Aatherings for a single-purpose commerclal event (maximum 30
days)

d. Sales stands for produce or Christmas trees (maximum 60 days)

e. Temporary freshwater industrial usepointof diversion (maximum l year)

f. Temporary freshwater lndustrial use water lines (maximum I year)

2. T.mporary Usc5 Permltted by Dlscrctlonary Revlew:

a. Temporary/workforce housing - minor and major (maximum 2 years)

b. Temporary uses incidental to construction, including but not limited to, a
contractor's office, construction yard or staging area, and housing for a

construction project (maximum 2 years)

c. Temporary operations and equipment for road improvement projects
(maximum 2 years)

d. Any other temporary use (maxlmum 180 days)

3. Prohlbhcd Uses: Refer to Table 3.1 .

3.5.3 Lot Development Stondards

Development in the Agriculture District shall conform to the following standards:

A. Mlnlmum Lot Slze3 40 acres

I, Excmptlons:

a. Agricultural lots that were subdivided prior to adoption of this Code and
that do not meet the minimum lot size requirement shall be designated as
legally nonconforming lots are subject to County administrative procedures
and requlrements established in Section 6.4, Nonconformities.

b. Up to three (3) lotsto accommodate one (1)farm dwelling each shall be
allowed for each square quarter-quarter sectlon (approximately 40 acres)
and shall be limited to members of the immediate family of the surface
owner,

Zoning Districts 3-8



B. Minimum Denslty: There shall be no more than one (l ) nonfarm dwelling for each squa re
quarter-quarter section (40 acres). No more than three (3)farm dwellings shall be allowed
for each square quarter{uarter section (40 acres) and shall be limited to members of the
immediate family of the surface owner.

C. Mlnimum Lot Wldth: 1,000 feet

D. Maxlmum Bulldlng Helght: Thirty-five (35) feet, as measured from the lowest ground
level of the structure.

E. SetbackRequlrements:

I . Structure Setback from a State or Federal Hlghway: 250 feet, as measured from
structure edge to centerline of right of way or centerline of the nearest Nvo-lane
section, whichever is greater.

2. Structure Setback from Other Polltical Subdlvlslon Roads or Sectlon Llne: I 50
feet, as measured from structure edge to centerline or section line.

3. Structure Setback from Property Llnes Not Along a Road: 25 feet

4. Shelterbelt Setbackfrom Rlght-of-Way: I I5 feet, as measured from planting line
to centerline or section line.

5. Property Setbacks from Mlneral Development: y. mile (See Section 4.1 .1 ).

6. Structure Setbacks from Mllltary Facllitles: 7: mile (See Section 4.1 .3).

3.5.4 Right to Fam Provision

The following easement ls to be used for farm and non-farm residential development and
applied during the planing process:

AGRICULruRALEASEMENT

1 . Purpose. Thls easement ls required in the Agricultural District.

2. Easement.

('Grantors') are the owners of real property described as follows:

20- approving a permlt for a dwelling on the above'described
property, and ln consideration of such approval, Grantors grant to the owners of all
property adjacent to the above.described property, a perpetual nonexclusive easement as

follows:

a. The Grantors, their heirs, successors, and assigns acknowledge by the
granting of this easement that the above-described property is situated in
an agricultural area and may be subjected to conditions resulting from
commercial agricultural operations on adjacent lands. Such operations
include the cultivation, harvesting, and storage ofcrops and livestock
raising and the application of chemlcals, operation of machlnery,
application of irrigation water, and other accepted and customary

3-9
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ln accordance with the conditions set forth in the decision of Mountrail County, dated

Zoning Districts
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agricultural activities conducted in accordance with Federal and State laws.
These activities ordinarily and necessarily produce noise, dust, smoke, and
other conditions that may conflict with Grantors' use of Grantors' property
for residential purposes. Grantors hereby waive all common law rights to
object to normal and necessary agricultural management activities legally
conducted on adjacent lands which may conflict with Grantors'use of
Grantors' property for residential purposes, and Grantors hereby grant an
easement to adjacent property owners for such activities.

b. Nothing in this easement shall grant a right to adjacent property owners for
ingress or egress upon or across the described property. Nothing in this
easement shall prohibit or otherwise restrict the Grantors from enforcing or
seeking enforcement of statutes or regulations of governmental agencies
for activities conducted on adjacent properties.

Thls easement is appurtenant to all property adjacent to the above described property
and shall bind to the heirs, successors and assigns of Grantors and shall endure for the
beneflt ofthe adjoining landowners, their heirs, successors, and assigns. The adjacent
landowners, their heirs, successors, and assigns are hereby expressly granted the right
of third-pany enforcement of this easement.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantors have executed this easement on

Signatu re, Grantor

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

SS:

COUNryOF MOUNTRAIL

This instrument was acknowledged before me on 

- 

20- by
(Grantors).

otary Public

My Commission Expires:

3.6 Re - Residential District

3.6.1 Purpose

To establlsh and preserve general residential neighborhoods which allow for varied types of
residential development.

3.6.2 Uses

Below is a list of uses that are permitted by right, conditional use permit, or temporary use
permit in the Residential District. Table 3.1 fiable of Uses by Zoning District) lncludes a quick
reference for these uses as well as uses that are prohibited in the Residential District.

A. Permltted Uses:

Zoning Districts 3-10
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'1. Church

2. General farm operatlons for vacant lots, excluding animal unlts

3, Home occupation without customers

4, Hospitals and clinics

5, ln-home day care, family

6. Parks, outdoor recreatlon, and related structures

7. Single-famlly dwelling (non-farm), excludlng manufactured homes

8. School

B. Condltlon.l Uscs:

1. Accessory dwelllng unit

2. Bed and breakfast inn

3. Cemetery

4. Home occupation with customers

5. ln-home day care, group (chlld or adult)

6. Manufactured home

7, Manufactured home park

8. Multifamily dwellings

9, Public structures

C. Tempor.ry Us€s P.rmlttcd by Admlnlstratlve Rcvlcw:

I . Temporary freshwater industrial use point of diverslon (maximum I year)

2. Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines (maxlmum 1 year)

D. Prohlblted Us6s: Refer to Table 3.1 .

A. Mlnlmum Lot Slze:

l. Single-famlly dwelling: 7,500 square feet

2. Multifamily dwellings:3,000 square feet per dwelling unit, as an average inclusive
ofthe entire lot area

B. Mlnimum Lot width: Seventy-five (75) feet

C. Maxlmum Lot cov€ragG:50 percent of total lotarea; l0 percent of total lotareaforeach
acceSsory structure.

Zoning Districts 3-',1 1

3.6.3 Lot Development Standords

Development in the Residential District shall conform to the following standards:
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D. Maxlmum Structure Helght: 35 feet for the principal structure; 25 feet for each accessory
structure, as measured from the lowest ground level of the structure.

E. SetbeckRequlrements:

I, Structure Setbackfrom a State or Federal Hlghway:250 feet, as measured from
structure edge to centerline of right of way or centerline of the nearest two{ane
section, whichever is greater.

2. Structure Sctbeck from Other Polltlcal Subdlvlslon Roads or Scctlon Lln6: 150
feet, as measured from structure edge to centerline or section line.

3. Structure Setback from Property Lln€t:

a. Front:25 feet

b. Rear: l0 feet

c. Side:7 feet

4, Property S€tbacks from Mlneral Development: y. mile (See Section 4.1 .l ).

5. Water Resource Setbacks: 1 00 feet from perennial bodies of water (See Section
4.1 .2)

6. Structure Setbacks from Mllltery Facllltlca: ' mile (See Section 4.1 .3).

3.6.4 ManufacturedHomeRegulations

A. lf a manufactured home has wind speclfication anchoring requirements, the anchoring
system used must be within these standards. lfa manufactured home does not have
specific anchoring requirements, the manufactured home shall be anchored down by a
system of over-the.top straps and straps connected to the l-beam substructure of the
home. These straps shall be connected to anchoring devices, such as screw-type anchors
which are embedded ln the ground.

B. The undercarriage wheels of the manufactured home shall be removed prior to
occupancy of the manufactured home on the lot.

C. The manufactured home shall be no more than eight (8) years old when lnstalled on the
property.

3.6.5 ParkingRequitements

A. Resld.ntlal Uses: A minimum of two (2) parking spaces is required per single.famlly
residence or multifamily unit.

B. lnstltutlonat Establlshments/Placei of Publl< Assembty: A minimum of one (1) parking
space is required for each four (4) seats or beds, plus one (1) space for each three (3)

employees on the maximum shift.

Zoning Districts 3-12
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3.7 R-Res - Rural Residential District

3.7.1 Purpose

The Intent of the Rural Residential District ls to promote organized, low-density residential
development that is compatlble with rural and agricultural uses, rural water service areas, and
the lack of public sanitary sewer that is found in large portions of Mountrail County. The Rural

Residential District matches the Rural Residential Future Land Use Category ofthe Mountrail
County Comprehensive Plan. Land zoned Rural Residential must have reasonable access to a
paved roadway.

A. P.rmlttcd Uses:

1. Accessory residential dwelling

2. Church

3. General farm operations, except for the keeplng of anlmals as stipulated in Section
3.7.4.

4. Home occupation without customers

5. ln-home day care, famlly

6. Park outdoor recreation, and related structures

7. School

8. Single-famlly dwelling (non-farm), excludlng manufactured homes

9, Solar energy facllity, small

B. Condltlonet U3.r:

l. Animal services, small

2. Bed and breakfast lnn

3. Cemetery

4, Day care center

5. Home occupation with customers

6. ln-home day care. group

7. Manufactured home

8. Manufactured home park

9. Public structure

10. Substation

Zoning Districts 3-13

3.7.2 Uses

Below is a list of uses that are permitted by right, conditional use permit, or temporary use
permlt in the Rural Residentlal District. Table 3.1 (Iable of Uses by Zoning District) includes a
quick reference for these uses as well as uses that are prohlblted in the Rural Residential
District.
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1 1 . Utilities

C. T€mporary User Permltted by Admlnlstratlve Revlew:

1 . Temporary freshwater industrial use point of diversion (maximum I year)

2. Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines (maximum 1 year)

D. Prohlblted Us.r: Refer to Table 3.1 .

3.7. j Lot Development Standards

Development in the Rural Residential District shall conform to the following standards:

A. Mlnimum Lot Slze: Two (2) acres

B. Maxlmum Lot Slze: Thirty-five (35) acres

C. Mlnlmum Lot Wldth: 1 50 feet

D. Maximum Structure Hcight:35 feetforthe principal structure;25 feetforeach accessory
structure, as measured from the lowest ground level of the structure.

E. Setba(kRequlr€ments:

1 , Structure Setback from a State or Federal Hlghway: 250 feet, as measured from
structure edge to centerline of right of way or centerline of the nearest wvo-lane
section, whichever is greater.

2. Stru<ture Setback from Other Politlcal Subdlvlslon Roads or S€ctlon Llne: 150
feet, as measured from structure edge to centerline or section line.

3, Structur€ Setback from Property Llnes Not Along a Road or Sectlon Llne: 25
feet

4. Property Setb.cks from Mlneral DeveloPment:7. mile (See Section 4.1.1).

5. Water Resource Setbacks: 'l 00 feet (See Section 4.1 .2)

6. Structure Setbacks from Mllltary Facllltles: yr mile (See Section 4.1 .3).

3.7.4 Animal Provisions

The following allowances are established for the keeping of animals for domestic use ln Rural

Resldential District (those specifically permifted are stated in parts 8-D below):

3-14

A. Gcneral Provlslons:

I . The keeplng of livestock and other animals for commercial production, including
but not limited to beef cattle, dairying, poultry raising, apiaries, and fur farming,
shall be prohiblted. Such activities shall be limited to the Agriculture District.

2. All permitted animals shall be kept in such a manner as to not constitute a

nuisance with respect to neighboring property.

3, There shall be no killing or dressing of any animals or poultry for commercial
purposes on the premises.

Zoning Districts
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4, All livestock and other animals shall be kept in an enclosed area appropriate to the
size and type of animal.

B. Poultry3

L The hatching, raislng, and fattening of poultry is permitted.

2. Poultry shall not be permltted free-range on the property but must be kept in an
enclosed area.

C. Hor3e3, cattle, llamas, and alpacas:

1 , One (1 ) head is permitted for each 2 acres, not including unweaned colts and
calves.

D. Sh.Gp, goats, and swlnc:

1. No more than four (4) head are permitted for each 2 acres, not lncluding unweaned
lambs or piglets.

3.7.5 Prctection of Adjocent Farmland

The following easement is to be used for new residential development and applied during the
platting process:

AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

I . Purpose. This easement is required in the Rural Residential District.

2. Easement.

("Grantors') are the owners of real property described as follows:

ln accordance with the conditions set forth in the decision of Mountrail County, dated
20- approving a permit for a dwelling on the above-described property,

and in consideration of such approval, Grantors grant to the owners of all property adjacent
to the above-described property, a perpetual nonexclusive easement as follows:

a. The Grantors, their heirs, successors, and assigns acknowledge by the
granting of this easement that the above-described property is situated in
an agricultural area and may be subjected to conditions resulting from
commercial agricultural operations on adjacent lands. Such operations
include the cultivation, harvesting, and storage of crops and livestock
raising and the application of chemicals, operation of machinery,
application of irrigation water, and other accepted and customary
agriculturalactivitles conducted in accordance with Federal and State laws.
These activities ordinarily and necessarily produce noise, dust, smoke, and
other conditions that may conflict with Grantors' use of Grantors' property
for residential purposes. Grantors hereby waive all common law rights to
obJect to normal and necessary agricultural management activlties legally
conducted on adjacent lands which may conflict with Grantors' use of
Grantors' property for residential purposes, and Grantors hereby grant an
easement to adjacent propeny owners for such activities.

Zoning Districts 3-r 5
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b. Nothing in this easement shall grant a right to adjacent property owners for
ingress or egress upon or across the described property. Nothing in this
easement shall prohibit or otherwise restrict the Grantors from enforcing or
seeking enforcement of statutes or regulations of governmental agencies
for activities conducted on adjacent propenies.

This easement is appurtenant to all property adjacent to the above described property and
shall bind to the heirs, successors and assigns of Grantors and shall endure for the benefit of
the adjoining landowners, their heirs, successors, and assigns. The adjacent landowners, their
heirs, successors, and assigns are hereby expressly granted the right ofthird-party
enforcement of this easement.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantors have executed this easement on

Signature, Grantor

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

SS:

COUNTYOF MOUNTRAIL

This lnstrument was acknowledged before me on 

---_-.- 
20- by

(Grantors).

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

3.8 Co - Commercial District

3.8.1 Purpose

It is the intent of this district to reserve an area for the grouping of businesses and personal
services into a concentrated area serving the shopping needs ofthe community and
surrounding trade area.

3.8.2 Uses

Zoning Districts 3-16

A. Pcrmlttcd Uscs:

l. Bed and breaKast inn

2. General farm operations, excluding animal units

3. General retail and servlces

4. Hotels and motels

5. Hospitals and clinics

6. Llquor, off-sale

7. Llquor, on-sale

8. Liquor, on- and off-sale
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9. Professionaloffices

10. Public structures

I l. Restaurants

12. Solar energy facility, small

1 3. Small buslnesses subject to IRS Schedule F

B. Condltlon.l Uscs:

I . Accessory dwelling unit; includes sleeplng rooms, apanments, or owner-occupied
residences housed wlthin commercial businesses or servlce establishments
provided that these uses are secondary to the maln commerclal use ofthe
structure and occupy less than 50 percent of the total floor area.

2. Aggregate mining and storage (sand, gravel, scoria, clay, etc.)

3, Animal services, small

4. Communication towers

5, Day care center

6. General farm operations with animal unlts

7, lndustrial material storage, including trucks, trailers, and other equipment (non-
hazardous)

8. Manufactured home

9. Manufactured home park

10. Substations

I 'l . Truck stop

12. Utllities

13. warehouses

C. Temporary Usca3

I . Temporary Use3 Permitted by Admlnlstratlve Revlew:

a. Public Aatherings for a singl+.purpose commercialevent (maximum 30
daYs)

b. Sales stands for produce or Christmas trees (maximum 60 days)

c. Fireworks sales (maximum 60 days)

d. Farmer's markets (maximum 180 days)

e. Temporary freshwater industrial usepointof diversion (maximum l year)

f. Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines (maximum 1 year)

2. Tampor.ry Use3 Psrmltted by Dlscrotlonary Rcvlew:

a. Temporary/workforce housing - minor and major (maximum 2 years)

Zoning Districts 3-17
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b. Temporary uses incldental to construction, including but not limited to, a
contractor's office, construction yard or staging area, and houslng for a

construction project (maximum 2 years)

c. Temporary operatlons and equipment for road improvement projects
(maximum 2 years)

d. Any other temporary use (maximum I 80 days)

D. Prohlblted U3es: RefertoTable 3.1.

3.8.3 Lot Development Standards

Development in the Commercial District shall conform to the following standards

A. Mlnlmum Lot Size: None

D. Setback Requlrements:

I . Structure Setback from a State or Federal Hlghway: 250 feet, as measured from
structure edge to centerline of right of way or centerline of the nearest two{ane
section, whichever is greater.

2. Structure Setback from Othcr Polltlcal Subdlvlslon Roads or Section LIne: 1 50
feet, as measured from structure edge to centerline or section line.

3. Strudure Setbackfrom Property Lln€s Not Along a Road or S€ctlon Llnes I0
feet

4. StructurG Setback from Property Llne AdJolnlng Resldentlal ZonlnE Dlstrlct: 25
feet

5. Prop€rty S€tbacks from Mlneral Development! yr mile (See Section 4.1 .1 ).

6. ll\Iater Resource Sctbacks: 1 00 feet from perennial bodies of water (See Section
4.1.2]..

7. Structure Setbacks from Mllltary Facllitles: 7: mile (See Section 4.1 .3).

3.9 ln - lndustrial District

3.9.1 Purpose

It is the intent of thls district to establish and preserve areas with public transportation
facilities, such as paved roads and rail, for industrial development in locations not compatible
with other zoning districts.

3.9.2 Uses

Table 3.1 Oable of Uses by Zonlng District) summarizes all uses that are permltted by right,
conditionally permitted, or prohibited ln the lndustrial District.

Zoning Districts 3-18

B. Maxlmum Lot Coverage: 75 percent of lot area

C. Maxlmum Structure H6lght: 45 feet, as measured from the lowest ground level of the
structure.
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A. P.mlft.d Us.s:

1. Anlmal services, small and large

2. Feed mill

3. Fertillzer plant

4. Frelght termlnal

5, General farm operations

6. General retail and services

7. Graln elevator

8. lndustrial material storage, includlng trucks, tralhrt and other equlpment (non-
hazardous)

9. Llquor, off-sale

10. Llquor, on-sale

I 1. Liquor, on- and off-sale

I 2. Professional offices

13. Restaurants

14. Solar energy faclliry small

I 5. Small buslnesses, subject to IRS Schedule F

16. Substations

I 7. Warehouse

18. Water well and/or storage (non-agricultural)

19. Wlnd energy facility, small

B. condltlonll Us.s:

1 , Adult entertainment

2. Aggregate mining and storage (sand, gravel, scorla, clay, etc.)

3. Communicatlon towers

4. Data centers

5. Gas holdlng, processing, and distrlbution facilities

6. Junkyard/automobile salvage

7. Landflll (Commercial and Public)

8. Medlcal marijuana compassion center

9. Oil storage and loading facilities

10. Retail, manufacturlng, and distribution of anhydrous storage

1 l. Solar energy faclllty, utility-scale

12. TENORM dlsposal

13. Utllities

Zoning Districts 3-19
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C. Temporary Uses:

I . Temporary Uses Permltted by Admlnlstratlve Revlcw:

a. Fireworks sales (maximum 60 days)

b. Temporary freshwater industrial use point of diversion (maximum 'l year)

c. Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines (maximum I year)

2. Temporary Uses Permltted by Dlscr€tlonlry Revlew3

a. Temporary/workforce housing - minor and major (maximum 2 years)

b. Temporary uses incidental to construction, including but not limited to, a
contractor's office, constructlon yard or staging area, and housing for a

construction project (maximum 2 years)

c. Temporary operations and equipment for road improvement projects
(maximum 2 years)

d. Any other temporary use (maximum 180 days)

D. Prohlblted Uses: Refer to Table 3.1.

C. Maxlmum Strudure Helght:90 feet, as measured from the lowest ground level of the
structure.

D. S€tback Requlrements:

1. Structure S6tback from a State or Feder.l Hlghway: 250 feet, as measured from
structure edge to centerline of right of way or centerline of the nearest two-lane
section, whichever is greater.

2. Structure Setback from Other Polltlcal Subdivislon Roads or Sectlon LIne: 1 50
feet, as measured from structure edge to centerline or section line.

3. Structur€ Setback from Property Lln€' Not Along a Road or Sectlon Llne: 45
feet front yard setback no setback required for the rear and side yards unless
stated otherwise.

4. structure Satback from Property Llne AdJolnlng R€tldentlal zonlng Distrl<t: 25
feet

5, Propcrty Sctba(ks from Mlneral Dcvclopment: y1 mile (See Section 4.1 .1 ).

6. Water Resource Setbacks: 100 feet from perennial bod ies of water (See Section
4.1 .2).

7. Structure Setbacks from Mllltary Facllltl.s: y, mile (See Section 4.1 .3).

3-20

3.9.3 Lot Development Standards

Development ln the lndustrial District shall conform to the following standards:

A. Mlnlmum Lot Slz.r None

B. Mrxlmum Lot Cov.rage: 75 percent of lot area

Zoning Districts
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3.1O Rec - Recreation District

3.10.1 Purpose

The Recreation District is established for the purpose of protecting general farm operations
and permitting small rural vacation or seasonal residence developments, recreational vehicle
parks for shon term or seasonal parking and the uses that serve them by restricting and
regulating density, land coverage, and land use.

3.10.2 Uses

Below is a list of uses that are permitted by right, conditional use permit, or temporary use
permit in the Recreation District. Table 3.1 Cfable of Uses by Zoning District) includes a quick
reference for these uses as well as uses that are prohibited in the Recreation District.

A. Pcrmltt.d Uses:

'1. Churches

2. Customary accessory uses and structures located on the same tract with the
principal use, lncluding the following:

a. Sheds

b. One recreational vehicle on lots y2 acre in size or less

c. Up to two recreational vehlcles on lots greater than % acre in size

d, Barbecue ovens

e. Fireplaces

f. Private boat dock (located on streams, rivers, lakes, reservoirs, or other
water areas)

g. Simllar uses accessory to the primary dwelling

3. General farm operationt except for the keeping of livestock and poultry for
domestic of commercial use

4, 6olf courses, miniature golf courses and driving tees operated for commercial
purposes

5. Park, outdoor recreations, and related structures

6. Public structures

7, Single famlly dwelling (non-farm)

B. Condltlon!l Uscs:

L Boat livery lncluding boat docks, salet rental, construction and repalr and sale of
balt and flshlng equipment, fuel, etc.

2. Cemetery

3. Commercial lake resort

4. Manufactured home park

5. Park models

Zoning Districts 3-21
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6. Seasonal campgrounds (permitted from April 1 through November 30)

C. Temporary U3es:

1. Temporary Uses Permitted by Administrative Review:

a. Temporary freshwater industrlal use point of diversion (maximum I year)

b. Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines (maximum I year)

D. Prohlblted Uses: Refer to Table 3.1 .

3.10.3 Lot Development Standards

Development in the Recreation District shall conform to the following standards:

A. Mlnlmum Traa or Subdlvlslon Slze3 Flve (5) acres

B. Maxlmum Lot Covar.g.: 50 percent of lot area if lot width greater than 1 50 feet; no
requirement if lot width less than 1 50 feet.

C. Maxlmum Sttucturc Helght: 35 feet, as measu red from the lowest ground level ofthe
structure.

D. Setbrck Requlremcnts:

1 . Structure Satback from a Stat€ or Federal Hlghway3 250 fee! as measured from
structure edge to centerline of right of way or centerline of the nearest two-lane
section, whichever is greater.

2. Lots le3s th.n l50 fGet ln wldths

a. Setback along right-of-way width 80 feet or wider: no mlnimum
requirement

b. All other setbacks:7.5 feet

3. Lots grert.r th.n l50t€ctlnwldth:
a. Front Yard: 25 feet

b. Rear Yard: 10 feet

c. Side Yard:7 feet

4. Propcrty Sctback from Mlneral Devctopmcnt: y. mile (See Section 4.1.1).

5. watcr R.3ource Sctbacks: I 00 feet from perennial bodies of water (See Sectlon
4.1 .2).

6. Structur. S.tbacks from Mllltlry Facltltlca: % mile (See Section 4.1 .3).

3.1 0.4 General Requirements

A. Condltlonal Use: The applicant for a zoning change to permit a Recreation District shall
follow procedures for conditional use permitting (Section 6.5) of the Mountrail County
Land Development Code, and must satisfy the Planning and Zoning Commission that all
development to occur within this District shall not extensively alter natural grade of land

Zoning Districts 3-22
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or permit extensive alteration, removal or destruction of natural vegetation in order to
prevent erosion or pollution.

B. Ll.bltlty: Applicant shall assume, and be liable, for any and all damages resulting as a

consequence of any changes from the original topography. Such changes may include,
but not necessarily be limited to, damages resulting from any change in the rate of flow, or
directing the flow ofsurface or subsurface waters.

C. Soll Tests: The a pplicant for a Recreation District shall havea registered engineer make
soilpercolation tests to determine soil permeability to meet minimum State Health

Department requirements for public health and safety. The results of the tests and
recommendations of the engineer shall be the basis for Planning and Zoning Commission
requirements for either a public approved sanitary sewer system, sanitary sewerage
holding tank or septic tank and lateral field to be allowed in this District. The applicants
shall bear the expense of the tests made by the registered engineer.

D. Development Plans The applicant for a Recreation District shall prepare or cause to be
prepared an application for rezoning and a development plan and shall present three
copies of the plan for review and approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission. The
development plan shall show topography at two (2) foot intervals and the size of

1. Residential lots.

2. Recreational Vehicle Park manufactured home parks, and sites, if applicable.

3. Recreational Vehicle Park and manufactured home park service structures, if
applicable.

4, Water lines, if applicable to the development.

5. Water outlets, if applicable to the development (mandatory for Recreational
Vehicle Park)

6. Sewer lines, if applicable to the development.

7. Recreational vehicle holding tank, if applicable.

8. Recreational areas.

9. Landscaped areas and walls or fences.

'I 0. Roadways.

E. Road Wdth: Roadways shall not be less than 30 feet ln width for two-way traffic systems

F. Road Con3tructlon and Malnt.nance Responslblllty: The applicant or property owner
shall be responsible for the construction and maintenance of all access roads between the
property and all public roads.

G. P.rmlttlng and Approval:

1 . Upon approval of the preliminary development plan by the Planning and Zoning
Commission, the applicant shall prepare or cause to be prepared a final
development plan, which shall lncorporate any changes or alternations requested.
The final development plan and the Planning and Zoning Commission

Zoning Districts
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recommendation shall be forwarded to the County Commissioners for review and
final action.

2. The approval of the application for rezonlng and the development plan in no way
obligates the County to the provision, development or maintenance of access,
required or otherwise, to the property concerned.

3. lssuanceof a building permit, lf applicable, is subject to approval bythelocal park
board.

3.10.5 lntensity of Use Regulations

A. All lots, except recreational vehicle park spaces, shall have a minimum area of 15,000

square feet. Addltional lot area may be required to meet the State Health Department
minimum standards for public health and safety. Minimum lot width shall not be less than
100 feet and depth of not less than 150 feet. The principal and accessory structure shall
not cover more than 3096 0f the lot area.

B. Recreational vehicle park spaces shall have a maxim um density of l2 spaces per gross acre
with a minimum area of 2,500 square feet for each space where State approved public
type sanitary sewers are available for each space.

C. When state approved public type sanitary sewers are not availa ble there shall bea
maximum density of l2 spaces per gross acre with a minimum area of 2,500 square feet
for each space, provided that toilet, shower and laundry facilities are included (for
recreational vehicle occupants' exclusive use) for every thirty (30) campsites.

D. Refuse disposal receptacles shall be provided within fifteen (l 5) to one hundred fifty (l 50)
feet of every campsite. Said receptacle shall not be located near a water supply.

E. The applicant shall provlde the planning and zoning commission with an acceptable plan
for garbage disposal.

F. An approved water supply shall be provided within three hundred (300) feet of every
campsite. Evidence of approval by the State Laboratory on the water supply shall be
provided to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

Zoning Districts 3-24

45 50a8

G. One (l ) sanitary flushing station shall be provided for every one hundred ('l 00) campsites.

H. Each campsite shall be at least thiny five (35) feet wide and clearly defined. The principal
and accessory structure shall cover, not more, than 30% ofthe lot area.
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Article 4. Supplemental Development
Standards

4.1 Supplementa! Setback Requirements

4.t .t Propefty Setbacks from Mineral Development

A. Purpose: Mountrail County lacks authorlty to slte or regulate mineral development.
Therefore, setbacks are established for other uses within the counq/s controlto prevent
incompatible development from encroaching on land used for mineral production
purposes.

8. Requlrem€nt:

I. The following uses shall besetbacka minimum distanceof onequarter(l/4) mlle
all existing mineral production activiry including oil and gas production and gravel
mining:

a. 5ingle.famlly dwellings and manufactured homes.

b. Occupied structures intended for public or institutional use, including but
not limited to schools, religious institutions, hospitals and clinics, libraries
and museums, day cares, and elderly care facilities.

c. Park and playgrounds.

2. This setbackshall be measured asthe shortest straight-line distance from lot lineto
lot line, Where oil and gas development is located on leased propeny, the setback
shall be measured to the edge of the graded area,

C. Ex.mptlon3:

1 . A waiver exception shall be granted lf the initial property purchaser provides
written notlce and informed consent.

2. The Planning and Zoning Commission may issue a variance to this requirement if it
presents practical difficulties for development that are unnecessarily burdensome
to the landowner.

4.1 .2 Water Resource Setbacks

A. Purpose: To protect the quality of Mountrail County's water resources, water resource
setback5 are designed to keep structures, decks, impervious surfaces, septic systems, and
other development activity away from the shores of lakes and rivers.

B. Applacabllaty: water resource setback standards defined herein shall notsupersede
requirements established elsewhere in this code. where more restrictive setbacks are
established, those standards shall govern.

Supplemental Development Standards 4-1
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C. Requlred Setbsck: Structures shall be set back a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from
the shoreline of all waterbodies identified as perennial by the State Water Commission.
Structures shall be set back a mlnimum ofthree hundred (300) feet from the 1,855-foot
elevation of Lake Sakakawea.

D. Excmptlons3

l. Structures that a re integral to lake access or coastal management are exem pt from
this requirement. These structures include but are not limlted to boathouses,
ramps, docks, and retaining walls.

2, Structures in the Agricultural District shall be exempt from this setback
requirement.

3. The Planning and Zonlng Commlsslon may issue a variance to this requirement if it
presents practical difficulties for development that are unnecessarily burdensome
to the landowner.

4.1 .3 Setbacks from U.S. Militory Focilities

A. Purpose: The Depanment of Defense (DOD) maintains important military facilities in
Mountrail County. Many of these sites are located within hlstorical no-build easements. To
support military operations and ensure publlc safety in the event of an emergency,
habitable structures shall be located outside military safety zones.

B. County Policy: Mountrail County's adopted Future Land Use Map identifies a half (1/2)

mile buffer area around each military site. These areas are not intended for future
development. The County adopts the following policy to ensure consistency with its
Future Land Use Map:

1 , The Department of Defense will be notified of all planning and zoning applications
within a half (1/2) mile from a military facility.

2. Mountrall County wlll not grant a land use amendment or zoning change that
would enable lncompatible development within a military safety zone.

3. Avoidance of military safety zones may be a condition for issuance of a building
permit. Mountrail County will review building permit applications agalnst the
Future Land Use Map.

4. For any proposed plat or replat within a military safety zone, Mountrail County will
communlcate development limitations to the applicant.

C. Ex.mptlons:

1 , Non-habitable structures may be permitted wlthin the military safety zone per
military easement restrictions.

2. The Planning and Zoning Commission may issue a variance to this requirement
with consent from US Depanment of Defense if the application presents practical
difficulties for development that are unnecessarily burdensome to the landowner,

D. Legel Nonconformlng Use: Habitable structures located within military safety zones that
existed prior to adoption of this Code shall be designated as legally nonconforming uses

4-2Supplemental Development Standards
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and are subject to County administrative procedures and requirements established in

Section 6.4, Nonconformities.

4.2 Signs

It is the intent of this Code to promote the health, safety and welfare of the residents and
visitors of the county by regulating and controlllng the size, location, type, quality of
materials, height, maintenance and construction of all signs and slgn structures and to
prohibit signs of a commercial nature from districts in which commercial activities are not
permitted in this Code; to limit slgns in the more restricted commercial districts, except as

otherwise permitted in this Code to those of an on-site variety; and to control the number
and area of signs in certain other districts.

4.2.1 Signsin Residentiol and Recreation Districts

The following listed signs will be permltted in Residential and Recreation Districts, except as

otherwise provided in thls Code.

A. Property Advenlsements: Unilluminated "For Sale" and "For Rent" single or double-faced
business signs sub.iect to the following regulations:

l. Only one (l) sign shall be permitted per lot.

2. No sign shall exceed four (4) square feet ln area.

3. Signs shall be located no closer than five (5) feet from any property line and shall
not obstruct traffic.

4, When said sign is affixed to a structure, it shall not project higher than ten (l 0) feet
above ground level.

5. Ground signs shall not project higher than three (3) feet above ground grade.

B. Bulletln Boards: Bulletin boards and slgns for churches and other public institutions
subject to the following regulations:

l. One (l) sign or bulletin board shall be permitted on each street slde if located on
the same site as the principal structure.

2. lf sign or bulletin board is illuminated, the lights shall be directed away from
adJoining residential uses.

3. No sign or bulletin board shall exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area.

4. No sign shall be located closer than eight (8) feet from any side or rear property
line.

5. A sign or bulletin board located in the front yard shall be no closer to the street line
than one-half (Yr) the front yard.

6. A slgn or bulletin board, affixed to a structure, shall not project higher than ten ( l 0)
feet above the ground level.

7, Ground signs shall be permanently anchored to the ground and shall not exceed a
height of six (6) feet above normal grade.

Supplemental Development Standards 4-3
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8. Structures constructed on the property line prior to the effective date of this Code
as defined in the definitions of this Code, shall be allowed one (l) identification
sign provlding said sign is a flat wall sign and permanently attached to the
structure.

9. on corner lots, no sign shall be constructed or located that will obstruct the view of
traffic approaching the street intersection.

4.2.2 Signs in Agriculture, Commercial, and lndustriol Districts

A. ln Agriculture, Commercial and lndustrial Districts, single or double.faced business signs
shall be permitted subject to regulations set forth in the Building Code and in this Code.

8. Flashlng Slgns3 Flashing signs shall be permitted after it is first determined by the Zoning
Administrator that the location and colors will in no way create a traffic hazard or
confusion with traffic lights and with lights on emergency vehicles and that the direct rays

of the sign will not be directed into any residential district.

C. Non-flashlng Slgns3 Non-flashing signs shall be permitted providing said sign is

illuminated only during business hours or until I l:00 p.m., whichever is later, when said
sign is located adjacent a residential district; providing that where the sign is illuminated
by a light or lights reflected upon it, direct rays of light shall not beam upon any residential
structure, or into any residential district or into any street. Clocks and/or thermometers
installed for public convenience and information are exempt from the time limltation.

D. Llghted Slgns: Lighted signs in direct vision of a traffic signal shall not be in red, green or
amber lllumination.

E. Slgn Area: The gross surface area, in square feet, on one (1 ) side of any business sign on a

lot shall not exceed three (3) times the lineal feet offrontage ofthe structure; each side of
a lot which abuts upon a street shall be considered as a separate frontage, and the gross

surface area of all signs located on each side of a structure shall not exceed three (3) times
the lineal feet in the separate frontage. The total surface area shall not exceed four
hundred (400) square feet for each face of the sign. lndividual letters, with no background,
shall be measured by the minimum rectangular area necessary to encompass such letters
or by a combination of rectangles as are necessary to encompass letters of irregular
dimensions.

G. Anyslgn located within three(3) feet of a driveway or parking area orwithln fifty (50) feet
of the intersection of two (2) or more streets shall have its lowest elevation at least ten (l 0)
feet above curb level.

H. Shopplng/Buslncss CGnter3:

1 , Shopplng Cent€r ldontmcatlon Slgn: ln a unified shopping center, one (1 )

additional sign may be erected to identiry the center. The sign may be free
standing or attached to the structure wall. Said sign shall dlsplay no more than the
name of the shopping center and the business located on the lot. The sign shall

Supplemental Development Standards 4-4

F. No sign shall project over any alley right-of-way line.
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not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height and sixteen (16) feet in width and lts
bottom edge shall be at least eight (8) feet above ground level.

2. Dlre<tlonal Slgns:ln a unified shopping/business center; directiona I signs shall be
permitted for common parking lots. Signs shall be no more than six (6) square feet
with maximum width of three (3) feet and maximum height of two (2) feet.
Maximum height above grade shall be five (5) feet to top of sign. Sign shall display
no more than the tenants that do business on said property. All signs shall be
placed so as not to create a traffic hazard. Refer to 4.2.2(G.) for all other signs in
regards to the height requirements.

Signs withln fifty (50) feet of a residentialdistrict shall be affixed to or be part ofthe
structure.

J. Amaximumof two (2) signs (one (1) on a facade with road frontage) shall beallowedfora
business or profession conducted on the premises.

K. Sandwlch board signs may be allowed provided they are removed at close of business.

L. No sign shall be permitted in the road or highway right-of-way and no sign shall be
located in a manner to constitute a traffic hazard, except as specified in 4.2.2(M.) below.

M. Where structures are established or are hereafter established on the property line,

advenising and business signs shall conform with the following requirements, providing
they are constructed and maintalned in accordance with the Building Code ofthe State of
North Dakota.

1 . Signage conforms with all paragraphs of this section.

2. ln Commercial and lndustrial Districts, the advertising or business sign shall be
afflxed flat against the face of the structure or the front edge of a marquee. The
front edge ofthe marquee shall be considered that portion ofthe marquee which
is parallel to the street.

The sign can be mounted perpendicular to the structure and overhang the
sidewalk provided the following conditions are met:

a. The gross surface area in square feet does not exceed the linear feet of
frontage of the lot occupied by the structure.

b. The sign does not proJect any closer than three (3) feet from the front ofthe
curb. The sign shall have a minimum setback of three (3) feet from the front
face ofthe curb to the outside edge ofthe sign.

c. The sign provides a minimum height clearance of seven and onehalf (7.5)

feet above the walking surface.

d. The sign complies wlth all other provisions of this Code.

3. Where a sign is llluminated by light dlrected upon it, the direct rays of light shall
not beam upon any part of any existing residential district.

4, Lighted slgns ln the direct vision of traffic shall not be in red, green or amber
illumination.

Supplemental Development Standards 4-5
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5. Where signs are affixed to canopies and marquees, the canopy or marquee shall be
constructed and maintained in accordance with the Building Code ofthe State of
North Dakota.

N. Where structures have observed a setback of twenty-five (25) feet or more from the
property line, signs may be erected in a required front yard but no sign shall overhang the
public sidewalk street or street right-of-way line and sald sign shall conform with the
following requirements:

I . All signs shall be permanently affixed to the ground, pole or structure or other
permanent structure.

2. Only one ('l) sign shall be allowed for each street frontage.

o. Signs hereafter erected, constructed or reconstructed, whlch are suppofted by the
ground, shall have all posts or supporting structure embedded ln concrete.

P. Free-standing signs shall be constructed to withstand a pressure of thirty (30) pounds per
square foot of sign area.

4.3 Fences and Walls

4.i.1 Purpose

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish standards for the installation of fencing and walls
as may be required by other chapters of this code and to protect the safety, and welfare of
the County.

4.3.2 Requirements

Walls and fences are permitted as an accessory use in all zoning districts and shall meet the
following criteria:

A. Fencca rnd Walls: Any panition, structure, wall or gate erected as a divider, marker,
barrier or enclosures and located along the boundary, orwithln the required yard setback.

B. Fence Placement: All fences shall be placed completely outside of all acquired public
road right-of-way (all political subdivisions) and railroad right-of-way. Placement
deviations must be reviewed by the impacted political subdivision(s) and approved by the
Board of County Commissioners.

C. Fencc on Corner Lot:

L No wall or fence shall extend more than three feet above the top ofthe curb within
the areas identified herein ln order to provide for a clear sight triangle for drivers
entering an intersection.

2. For each leg of an intersection that is uncontrolled, the clear sight triangle shall
begin 25 feet back from the propeny line.

3. For each leg of an intersection that ls stop controlled, the clear sight triangle shall
begin at a point ten ( 1 0) feet behind the stop sign or 20 feet from the adjoinlng
street curb line, whichever is less, as measured from each edge of the travel lane.

Supplemental Development Standards 4-6



4. For each leg of a traffic light controlled intersection, the clear sight triangle shall
begin at a point ten (l o) feet behind the stop bar or fifteen (15) feet from the
intersecting street curb line, whichever is less, as measured from each edge ofthe
travel lane.

D. Retalnlng w.lls:
1 , Retaining walls greater than four (4) feet in height may not be placed closer than

three (3) feet to a property line unless there is a recorded joint use and
maintenance agreement for the properties on each side of the retaining wall.

2. Retalning walls greater than four (4) feet in height, whether monolithic or terraced,
must be designed by a registered engineer.

E. Fence Holght: Unless specified otherwise elsewhere in this Codq fences in residential or
recreation districts shall not exceed six (6) feet in height and fences in other districts shall
not exceed eight (8) feet in height.

F. Fence Materlals:
'1. Corrugated orsheet metal shall not beused for fencing in residential or recreation

districts.

2. Any fence in a residential or recreation district shall be made of solld wood,
composite/vinyl material with the appearance of solid wood, masonry, chain link
or a comblnation thereof.

3. All wooden fences shall be constructed with treated lumber or painted.

4. The use of barbed wire or razor wire is limited to security fencing around
commercial, industrial, governmental or utility facilities. The use of barbed wire
and/or an electrified fence are allowed ln agriculturally zoned district, and shall not
be allowed in residential or recreation districts.

G. Fences ln Agrl(uttural Zones:

1 , There shall be no requirement for a permit for the structure of a fence.

2. Every fence shall be constructed ln a substantial, workmanlike manner and of
substantial material reasonable suited for the purpose for which the fence is
proposed to be used. Every fence shall be maintained in a condition of reasonable
repair and shall not be allowed to become and remain in a condition of disrepair or
danger, or constitute a nuisance, public or private. Any such fence which is, or has
become dangerous to the public safety, health or welfare, is a public nuisance, and
the Zonlng Adminlstrator shall commence proper proceeding for the abatement
thereof.

4.4 Utilities
All new utilities shall be considered as a conditional use and, as such, shall conform to all
requlrements required by the Planning and Zoning Commission. Utilities subject to
conditional use permit include electrical transmission lines, oil pipelines, natural gas pipelines,
and industrial water pipelines as much as allowed by state law. Utilities related to oil and gas
production regulated by the State lndustrial Commission, electrical distribution lines, and

Supplemental Development standards 4-7
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fiber communication lines do not require a conditional use permit but must comply with this
section.

A. Placemont:

1. Utilities shall be placed completely outside of statutory section line right-of-way
(33 feet on each slde ofthe section line), 75 feet from centerline ofall County road
right-of-way, outside of all other political subdivisions acquired right of way, and
outslde of railroad right-of-way,

2. Utilities shall be placed ln a manner which will not place undue hardship on normal
farming operations.

3, The maximum amount of useable agricultural land shall be preserved.

4. 'Stranded acres'of llmited size or irregular shape that may remain from utility
placement shall be avoided to the maximum extent possible.

5, All encroachments into public right of way (all political subdivisions) will require an
encroachment permit from the Road and Bridge Department for County roads and
review by other impacted political subdivisions for public right of way under other
political control.

B. Underground Utlllty Depth: Shall be placed at a minimum depth of four (4) feet so as not
to constitute a hazard to normal farming or general county maintenance.

C. The activities will not result in undue damage or injury to roads, bridges, rights-of-way in
the county or to any county, publlc, or private property.

E. The following shall be provided if not required by the State Public Servlce Commission:

1 . A Road Haul Agreement shall be entered into bewveen the applicant and the
political subdivision whose roads will be impacted by the operation detailing road
maintenance responsibility and dust control measures whlch must accompany the
application. The agreement shall be in place during construction activities. The
agreement shall follow the requirements of section 6.1 3.

2. Letter of credit with financial guarantee in compliance with Section 6.1 2. The letter
of credit shall be in place to ensure site restoration following construction. The
letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost of reclamation as estimated
by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estimate provided by a North Dakota
licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County Commissioners or its
deslgnee.

4.5 Buffering and Screening Standards

4.5.1 Purpose

Buffering and screening standards are established to soften the visual, noise, and llghtlng
lmpacts of intensive industrial development from highly traveled public rights-of-way and
residential uses.

Supplemental Development Standards 4-8
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D. Excavation costs for purposes of construction or maintenance of a utility shall beborneby
the contractor or owner of said utility.
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4.5.2 Applicobility

Buffering and screening standards apply in the following circumstances:

A. The establishment of any use on an industrlal-zoned property that abuts any propeny
with Agriculture, Residential, Rural Resldential, or Recreation distrlcts'

B. The establishment ofany use on an industrial-zoned propertythat abuts any State or
Federal highway rights-of-way.

4.5.3 Exemptions and Alternatives

A. Planting shall not lnterfere with utillty corridors.

B. The Planning and Zoning Commission may walve the requirements of Section 4.5'5 based

on unique site factors, lncluding but not limited to the following:

l Presence of natural screening via existlng vegetation or topography

2. Presence of soil types that do not support the prescribed landscaplng

3, Site security factors

4. Slte safety factors

5. Absence ofwater on site

6. Other conditlons as determined by the Zoning Administrator

c. where landscaping ls impractical due to slte or use constraints, the zoning Adminlstrator
may request an alternative screening method to achieve the purposes ofthis section'

4.5.4 Site Mitigation Plan Details

A site mitigation plan shall be required for all development that requires buffering and
screening. The plan shall include the following:

A. North arrow and scale

B. Location ofexisting and proposed structures, storage areas, and parking areas

C. Drainage panerns

D, Location of easements

E. Locatlon of retaining walls and fences

F. The location, size, number, and types oftrees to be used

G. The locatlon and design of llghtlng to be used.

Supplemental Development Standards 4-9
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4.5.5 Site Mitigation Plan Requirements

A. Buffer and Scre€nlng strlp: A buffering and screenlng strip of vegetation appropriate to
the climate of Mountrail County shall be provided. Solid fencing and/or an earthen berm
may also be proposed as an alternative or in addition to vegetation, subject to review by
the Planning and Zoning Commission. The strip shall effectively block the view of onsite
improvements, except for tall structures generally above one story.

B. Fully Shlclded Llghtlng: All outdoor lighting shall be fully shielded, eliminating light
trespass upwards and to the sides. Light shall be directed downward.

C. Nol3e Rcductlon: Uses adjacent to a residence or residences shall describe onsite
activities and associated noise generation. Efforts shall be made to minimize noise
impacts. Where necessary, effons to minimize noise impacts shall be documented and are
subject to review by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

D. lnstaltatlon: All required improvements shall be installed following completion of
construction. For construction completions that occur after June 30, all plants shall be
lnstalled prior to June 30 of the following year.

E. Pt.n Rcvlew: Site mitlgation plansshall besubmitted totheZoning Administrator for
review. The Planning and Zoning Commlssion shall review and approve all site mltigatlon
plans upon a recommendation from the Zoning Administrator.
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Article 5. Supplemental Use Regulations
5.1 Animal Feeding Operations

Mountrail County Land Development Code

5.1 .l Stote Authority

The State of North Dakota has the authority to regulate animal feeding operations

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-r

5.1.2 Definitions

Terms used in this Code have the same meaning as given by the laws and rules of the state of
North Dakota, specifically chapter 'l 1-33-02.1 (or as amended) ofthe North Dakota Century
Code. The definitions for these terms and for additional terms are:

Anlmat feedlng operatlon: A place where livestock have been, are, or will be confined,
concentrated and fed for 45 or more days in any 12 month period; pasture, crops, or other
vegetation are not normally managed or sustained for grazing during the normal growing
season; and, animal waste or manure accumulates. This term does not include an animal
wintering operation. Adjoining animal feeding operations under common ownership are

considered to be one animal feeding operation, if they use common areas or systems for
manure handling.

Animal wlnterlng operatlon: The confinement of cattle or sheep used or kept for breeding
purposes in a feedlot or sheltered area at any time between October 1 5 and May 15 of each
production cycle under circumstances in which these animals do not obtain a majority of their
feed and nutrients from grazing. The term includes the weaned offspring of cattle and sheep,

but it does not include (1 ) breeding operations of more than 1,000 animal units or (2) weaned
offspring which are kept longer than 120 days and that are not retained for breeding
purposes.

Batch process: A process that generates wastewater In an lntermittent time perlod where the
facility can be operating normally and not generate wastewater for extended periods of time'
A batch process means that the facility can continue to operate without generating
wastewater, except for contaminated storm water. For example, a dry manure system that
only generates wastewater as a result of contaminated storm water runoffcan be considered
a "batch process' because the wastewater is only generated during a storm event.

Beddlng materl.l: An absorbent substance applied to dirt or concrete flooring systems,

including wood shavings, wood chips, sawdust, shredded paper, cardboard, hay, straw, hulls,

sand, and other similar, locally available materials.

Class I (Waste ctesslflcatlon): Wastes and wastewaters, including storm water, contained or
suspecting to contain pollutants at concentrations and volumes which could be deleterious
to humans, aquatic life, wildlife, or the beneficial use of the environment if discharged to
ground and/or surface water and are generated by a batch or continuous process' Examples
include but are not limited to, mobile metals, dissolved salts (>2000ppm), soluble
hydrocarbons, nitrogen compounds (>500 ppm), biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) (>1000

ppm), or pH (<4 or >9) or most wet manure systems.



455084County Recorder
f4ountrarl County
Stanle

l lilillillill

Y ND

1ilililI ilil ililIilil llfl til il | il ilil1 llil ilt
Page 56 of 134

Mountrail County Land Development Code

clas3 ll (waste Glasslflcation): Wastes and wastewater, lncluding storm water, containing
pollutants listed in Class I but at either significantly less concentration or significantly less

volume and/or containing wastes not listed in Class l, in concentrations that may, if
discharged to ground and/or surface water may cause degradation of the beneficial use of
the water or harm the environment. Examples include but are not limited to, nitrogen
compounds (<5Oo ppm), total dissolved salts (<2000 ppm), temperature, biological and
chemical oxygen demands (<1000 ppm), phosphorus, and suspended solids or most dry
manure systems.

concentrat€d anlmalfeedlng opctatlon (CAFO): An animal feeding operation that is

defined as a large concentrated animal feeding operation or as a medium concentrated
animal feeding operation, or ls a small or other type of animal feeding operation designated
as a concentrated animal feeding operation in accordance with North Dakota Administrative
Code Chapter 33-1603.1-04 (Designation of concentrated animalfeeding operations). For
purposes of determining animal numbers, two or more feeding operations under common
ownership are considered to be a single animal feeding operatlon if they adjoin each other or
if they use a common area or system for the disposal of wastes.

Contlnuous process: A process that generates wastewater on a regular basis where the
facility can be operating normally and expect to generate wastewater either daily or weekly
regardless ofthe generation ofcontaminated storm water. A continuous process means the
facility would have to shut down partially or totally in order to prevent the generation of
wastewater. For example, a wet manure system at a swine facility generates wastewater on a

daily basis and must dlscharge to the treatment system on a regular basls.

Dry manure systems: Waste management that utilizes the dry manure system includes those
CAFOS that provide areas for generation and collection offeces and urine on open ground,
partially covered area, concrete floors, or other surfaces that does not utilize or otherwise
allow liquid to transport the waste from the generation site to the treatment site, except as

storm water runoff (e.g., dairy or beef cattle raised on dirt or concrete feedlot, poultry dry litter
systems, other animals corralled on dirt or concrete feedlot).

Due process: A process that involves two essential elements - (l ) notice and (2) an

opportunity for a hearing. The notlce must adequately descrlbe the potential action that
might affect the person(s) being notified and it must provide the person(s) a reasonable time
to respond. lf the person(s) request(s) a hearing, the hearing must be fair and allow the
person(s)to present relevant evidence and arguments.

Earth€n storrga pond or pond: An eanhen pond used to store manure, process wastewater
and runoff from the production area of a livestock facillty.

Exlstlng: ln place and operating on the date thls Code is effective.

Faclllty or llvcstock flclllty: Has the same meaning as animal feeding operation or
concentrated animal feeding operation.

Ground waten Waters beneath the earth's surface between saturated soil and rock that
supplies wells and springs.

High rl3k €nvlronment:

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-2
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1 , Surface water with sandy soil, high risk environment based on close proximity (less

than one (t) mile) to alluvialterrace deposits, sand dunes, and other highly
permeable subsurface environments.

2. Large watershcd: High risk environment based on high volume storm water
runoff potential based on surface topography, proximity to streams and creeks,
erosion potential, and size of watershed up gradient from disposal area, especially
if downstream users of surface water for private and/or public drinking water
supply and agricultural water supply.

3. Unconfined aquifer, shallow, prlvate/public water supply, high rlsk environment
based on shallow depth to ground water that is or could be locally used for private
and/or public drinking water.

4. Health/Property: High risk environment based on less than one (1) mlle proximity
to existing neighboring business, residences, agricultural work areas, or other
highly used structure, public or private, that would be adversely lmpacted by air or
water pollutants generated by the facility, including but not limited to chemicals,
sulfur compounds, nltrogen compounds, dusts, pollens, airborne disease, and
malodorous odors.

Large concentrat€d .nlmal feedlng operatlon: Any animal feeding operation that stables or
confines an animal unit capacity of 1,000 or more animal units. For livestock numbers see
Section 5.1 .3 Equivalent Animal Units.

Llvestock Any animal raised for food, raw materials or pleasure, including, but not limited to,
beef and dairy cattle, blson, sheep, swine, poultry and horses. Livestock also includes fur
animals ralsed for pelts.

Manure: Fecal material and urine from livestoch as well as animal-housing wash water,
bedding material, rainwater or snow melt that comes in contact with fecal material or urine.

Medlum anlmalfeedlng operatlon: Any animal feeding operation that stables or conflnes an
animal unlt capacity between 300 and 999 animal units. For livestock numbers see equivalent
animal numbers.

Mcdlum concentrrt€d anlmal fe€dlng oper.tlon: A medlum animal feeding operation that
meets either one of the following conditions:

I . Pollutants are discharged into waters of the state through a man-made ditch,
flushing system, or other similar man-made device; or

2. Pollutants are dlscharged directly into waters of the state which originate outside
of and pass over, across, or through the facility or otherwlse come into direct
contact wlth the animals confined in the operation.

op.n tot: Livestock pens, feeding or holding areas at the productlon area of an animal
feeding operation which are outside and not under roof, and where rain can fall directly on
the lot area.

Operaton An individual or group of individuals, a pannership, a corporatlon, a Joint venture,
or any other entity owning or controlling one or more animal feeding operations or anlmal
wintering operations.

Pollut ntss l,Vastes' as deflned ln subsection 2 of North Dakota Century Code Section 61-28-
02, including dredged soil, solid waste, incinerator residue, garbage, sewage, sludge,

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-3
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5.1.3 Equivalent Animal Numbers

An "animal unit equivalent" is a unit less number developed from the nutrient and volume
characteristics of manure for a specific livestock type. The term 'animal units' is used to
normalize the number of animals (e.9., head) for each specific livestock type which produce
comparable bulk quantitles of manure. The animal unit equivalents for types of livestock and

Supplemental Use Reg ulations 5-4

munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or
discharged equipment, rock sand, cellar din, and industrial, municipal, and agricultural waste
discharge into water.

Productlon ar€a:Those areas ofan animal feeding operation used for animal confinement,
manure storage, raw materials storage and waste containment. The animal confinement area

includes, but is not limited to, open lots, housed lots, feedlots, confinement houses, stall

barns, free stall barns, milking rooms, milking centers, cattle yards, barnyards, medication
pens, walkers, animal walkways, and stables. The manure storage area includes but ls not
limited to lagoons, runoff ponds, storage sheds, stockpiles, under-house or pit storages, liquid
impoundments, static plles, and composting piles. The raw materials storage area includes,
but is not limited to, feed silos, silage bunkers, and bedding materials. The waste containment
area includes, but ls not limlted to, settling basins, area within berms, and diversions which
separate uncontaminated storm water. Also included in the definition of production area is

any egg washing or egg processing facility and any area used in the storage, handling,
treatment, or disposal of mortalities.

Runoff: Rainwater or snow melt that comes in contact with manure at an open lot or open
manure storage area and, therefore, is defined as manure.

Runoff pond: An eanhen storage pond that is used to collect and store runoff from an open
lot or from a manure storage area.

Smal! anlmalfeedlng operatlon: Any anlmal feeding operation that stables or confines less

than the numbers of animals specified for a medium animalfeeding operation (Definition s).

small Goncentrated anlmat feedlng operatlon: Any animal feeding operation that stables or
confines less than the number of animals specified for a medium anlmal feeding operation
(Definition s) and is designated as a CAFO in accordance with Nofth Dakota Administrative
Code 33-16-03.1-04.

Surface water: Waters of the state located on the ground surface such as lakes, reservoirs,
rivers and creeks.

Waters of the stlte: All waters within theJurisdiction of this state, including all streams, lakes,
ponds, impounding reservoirs, marshes, watercourses, waterways, and all other bodies or
accumulations of water on or under the surface of the earth, natural or artificial, public or
private, situated wholly or partly within or bordering upon the state, except those prlvate
waters that do not combine or effect aJunction with natural surface or underground waters

lust defined.

wet manure sy3tcms: waste management systems utilizing wet manure system includes
those CAFOS that provide areas for generation and collection of manure (i.e., feces and urine)
and that rely on a liquid transport system to collect and remove the waste from the
confinement area to the treatment areas a liquid slurry.
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the numbers of livestock for facility size thresholds of 300 animal units (a.u.), and so fonh, are
llsted ln the following table.

Table 5.1. Equivalent Animal Units

Equivalent Numbers of the Livestock (hd) for
Four Sizes (a.u.) of Animal Feeding Operations

3OO a.u. 1,O0O a.u. 2,OO0 a.u. 5,OOO a.u.

Livestock Type

'l horse 2.O

'l dairy cow 1 .33

t mature beef cow 1 .0

'I beef feeder-finishing 1.0

l beeffeeder- 0.75
backgrounding

'l mature bison 1.0

'I bison feeder 1 .0

'I swine >55 lbs O.4

1 goose or duck 0.2

'I sheep 0.1

1 swine, nursery < 55 lbs 0.1

l turkey 0.0182

'I chicken 0.01

5.1 ,4 Environmentol Protection

150 hd

22s

300

300

400

300

300

750

I ,500

3,000

3,000

1 6,500

30,000

s00 hd

750

1,000

r,000

'r,333

1,000 hd

r,500

2,000

2,000

2,667

2,000

2,000

5,000

10,000

20,000

20,000

1 10,000

200,000

2,s00 hd

3,750

5,000

5,000

6,67

5,000

5,000

'I 2,500

25,000

50,000

50,000

275,000

500,000

A. Pollutlon Abatement: The operator of a new facility for animal feeding is expected to
locate, construct, operate and maintain the facility so as to minimize, reduce or abate
effects of pollution on environmental resources and on public safety and health. The
operator ofan existing facility is expected to operate and maintain the facility so as to
minimize, reduce or abate effects of pollution on environmental resources and on public
safety and health. Each operator shall comply with applicable state laws and rules,
including the laws and rules administered by the North Dakota Depanment of Health and
with any permits granted by that department.

B. Enforcement ln the event of a violation of this Code or a judgment on a civil action by the
North Dakota Department of Health, the local unit of government, after due process, can

Supplemental Use Regu lations

'r,000

'I ,000

2,500

5,000

10,000

1 0,000

55,000

1 00,000

Animal Unit
Equivalent

5-5
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order cessation of a facility for animal feeding within a reasonable period of time and until
such time as the operator corrects or abates the cause(s) of the violation. lf the cause(s) of
the violation are not remedied within a reasonable period of time as set by the local unit
of government, the permit may be revoked.

C. Severabllhy lf any paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Code is for any reason
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a couft of competent jurisdiction, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Code.

5.1 .5 Setback Requirements

A. Water R.sources Sctbacks: The operator of a new animal feeding operation that has

more than 1,000 animal units shall not locate or establish that operation:

1 . Within a delineated source water protection area for a public water system. The
source water protection areas for water supply wells include the entire wellhead
protection area. For the surface-water intakes of public water systems, source
water protection areas lnclude all or portlons ofthe surface water that supplies the
water for the public water system, including all or portions of the surface-water's
shoreline.

2. Within 1,200 feet (365,6 meters) of a private ground water well which is not owned
by the operator or within 1,500 feet (457.1 meters) of a public ground water well
which does not have a delineated source water protection area.

3. Within 1,000 feet (304.7 meters) of surface water which is not included in a source
water protection area.

B. Odor Setbacks:

1 . The operator of a new facillty for an animal feeding operation shall not locate that
operation within the extra territorial zoning jurisdiction of an lncorporated city.

2. An owner of propeny shall locate and establish a residence, business, church,
school, public park or zone for residential use so as to provide a separation
distance from any existing animal feeding operation. The separation distances, or
setback, are listed in the following table. An owner of property who is an operator
may locate the owner's residence or business within the setback. The Planning &
Zoning Commission, upon approval of the County Commissioners may vary the
setback distance after review of the permitting process.

Table 5.2. setback Dlstances for Animals Feedlng Operations

Hog Operations

Established
Residences

5-50

51-299

300 - 1 000

1,001 or more

0.50 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

Not Applicable

0.50 miles

0.50 miles

0.50 miles

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-6

setback category Number of Animal
Units

Other Animal
Operations
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Setback Category Hog Operations

Churches, Businesses,
Commercially Zoned
Areas, Recreational
Areas, Schools

lncorporated City
Limits,
Unincorporated
Platted Limits, and
Exterior Boundary of
City Zoning Limits

Federal or State
Highway ROW

County, Township,
and BIA Road ROW
and Adjacent
Property Lines

Supplemental Use Regulations

2,001 or more

5,001 or more

5-50

51-299

300 - r 000

1,001 or more

2,001 or more

5,001 or more

5-50

51-299

300 - r 000

1,001 or more

2,001 or more

5,001 or more

Fewer than 300

300 - 1000

1,001 or more

2,001 or more

5,001 or more

Fewer than 300

300 - 1000

1,001 or more

2,001 or more

5,001 or more

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

0.50 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

0.50 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

2.00 miles

o.25 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

1 50 feet

'I 50 feet

'I 50 feet

'l 50 Feet

'I 50 Feet

0.75 miles

1.00 miles

Not Applicable

0.50 miles

0.50 miles

0.50 miles

0.75 mi

1.00 miles

Not Applicable

0.50 miles

0.50 miles

0.50 miles

0.75 miles

L00 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

0.25 miles

1 50 feet

'150 feet

1 50 feet

'150 Feet

I 50 Feet

5-7

Number of Animal
Units

Other Animal
Operations
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3, The operator of a new animal feeding operation shall locate the site of that
operation from existing residences, businesses, churches, schools, public parks and
areas of property that are zoned residential so as to exceed the corresponding
listed setback from these places.

4. lf notified in writing by an operator of a planned future expansion of an animal
feeding operation, the local unit of government may implement the
corresponding odor setback for a temporary time period not to exceed two years,
after which time the setback will remain in effect only lf the expansion was
completed.

5. A local unit of government may, upon recommendation of the zoning commission
or land use administrator, increase or decrease a setback distance for a new animal
feeding operation after consideration of the proposed operation's plans, if it
determines that a greater or lesser setback distance is necessary or acceptable,
respectively, based upon site conditions or demonstrable safety, health,
environmental or public welfare concerns.

5.1 .6 Conditionol Uses

A. Permlt Procedures:
'l . Applic.blllty: The operator of a new livestock facility or an existing livestock

facility, which meets the definition of an animal feeding operation and whlch is a
conditlonal use of land as listed below, shall apply for and obtaln a condltional use
permit.

a, A new animal feeding operation that would be capable of handling, or that
expands to handle, more than 50 animal units ls a conditional use of land.

b. An existing animal feeding operation that expands to handle more than 50
animal units is a conditional use of land.

c. Whenever the capacity of an animal feeding operation ls expanded to
handle more than 2,000 or 5,000 animal unlts, the operator shall apply for a
new conditional use permit.

2, Procedure: The local unlt of government may practice any or all of the provisions
in the following subparagraphs in harmony with the permitting process of its
general zoning regulations.

a. Application for a conditional use permit shall be submitted to the local unlt
of government for tentatlve approval. The local unlt of government shall
notify the Department of Health that it has received such application,

b. A non-refundable fee approved by the County Commlssion shall be paid by
the applicant upon filing an application for a conditional use permit for an
animal feeding operation.

c. The Applicant/Operator shall notify by certified mail all property owners
having property within the corresponding odor setback dlstance of a
proposed new animal feeding operation. Thls notification must occur
within 2l days of receiving the application. The approval process utilized by
the local unit of government may include at least one advertised public
hearing.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-8
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d. Following tentative approval ordenial of theapplication bythe local unitof
government, the applicant shall be notified by letter of the decision,
including conditions imposed, if any.

e. The applicant shallthen forward its application for a conditional use permit,
together with the tentative approval by the local government, to the North
Dakota Department of Health.

f. Following a review by the Depanment of Hea lth of the operato/s
application for a state permit, the Department of Health wlll notify the local
unit of government of its decision.

g. Theconditional usepermitwill becomefinal following the granting of a
permit by the Department of Health.

h. A conditional use permit granted to the operator of a new animal feeding
operation shall be put into use within twenty{our (24) months, or the
permit shall lapse and the operator may re-apply,

Appllcatlon Requlrements: The application for a conditional use (or speclal use)
permits to operate a facility for an animal feeding operation shall include a scaled
site plan. lf the facility will handle more than 1 ,000 animal units, the scaled site plan
shall be prepared by a registered land surveyor, a civil engineer or other person
having comparable experience or qualifications. The local unit of government may
require any or all of the following elements, or require additional elements, in its
site plan review process when needed to determine the nature and scope ofthe
animal feeding operation.

a. Proposed number of animal units.

b. Total acreage ofthe site ofthe facility.

c. Existing and proposed roads and access ways within and adjacent to the
site of the facility.

d. Surrounding land uses and ownership, if the operation will have the
capacity to handle morethan 1,000 animal units.

e. A copy of the permit application submitted by the a pplicant to the
Department of Health,

Owncrshlp Chang.3 An operator of a facility that includes an animal feeding
operation having a permit granted by this Code shall notify the local unit of
government of the sale, or the transfer ofthe ownership of that operation.

Opcratlng Change: An operator of a facility that lncludes an animal feeding
operation having a permit granted by this Code shall notify the local unit of
government of intent to include an alternate livestock type. The notice shall be
given at least 1 20 days prior to the anticipated date of the change.

5.1 .7 Closure ond Financiol Assurance lnstruments

3

4

5

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-9

A. The Mountrail County Commissioners shall establish by rule the conditions and standards
for proper closure of a concentrated animal feeding operation upon cessation of
operations. These shall address at a minimum lagoon draining, cleaning and filling,
removal of waste handling facilities and equipment, and other conditlons to assure public
health and safety.
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C. Upon proper closure, as determined by an inspection by the Health Department and/or
County Representative the letter of credit shall be returned to the posting entity.

D. lf upon inspection by the Health Department and/or County Representative it is
determined that conditions exist that do not comply with the closure rules, funds shall be
acquired from the letter of credit to achieve such compliance. Any unspent portion ofthe
letter of credit shall be returned to the posting entity.

E. lf the County Commissioners determine that an emergency situation requiring immediate
corrective action exists, they can utilize the letter of credit to correct the emergency
situation. The letter of credit will be reimbursed to the original amount by the duly signed
person(s) on the permit or registration application within ninety (90) days of the
emergency or as agreed upon by the County Commissioners. lf there is any change in the
letter of credit, the County must be Immediately notified ln writing.

A. Notlc. of T6rmln.tlon:

1, Name, address, and titleof person(s) who is in chargeorwill remain in charge of or
otherwise have continuing management responsibility of the facility or site and
who will retain an ownership interest in personal or real property affected by the
permitted action.

2. A detailed schedule of proposed closure activities of the operation and/or any pan
of the abandoned wastewater treatment system.

3. Forwarding addresses and names of each present owner and/or operator and the
forwarding addresses and names of any other person listed in a County Permit for
the facility, in the case of closure of the operation.

B. R.qulrGments .rc Mandatory: lt sha ll bea violation of these rulesto permanently cease

the use or abandon any facility or site or any part of the wastewater treatment system,
including but not limited to pits, lagoons, impoundments, piping, disposal areas, storage
areas, and land application sites without complying with notice and closure requirements.

C. Corre<tion of Envlronmental Damage: The county may require such continuing
monitoring, sampling, reporting, or other remedial measures as deemed appropriate and
necessary to correct environmental damage resulting from the activities subject to the

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-10

B. A letter of credit shall be posted in an amount suficient to ensure proper closure. The
exact amount shall be site-specific and shall be determined by a study conducted by a
professional engineer or consultant licensed by the state. The cost of the engineer's or
consultant's study will be paid for by the developers (posting entity). Refer to Section 6.12
for letter of credit detail.

5.1.8 Closure Requirements

The following closure requirements are intended for all new CAFOS located ln Mountrail
County that have an anlmal unit capacity of 1,000 animal units or more. Existing facilities may
use these closure regulations voluntarily as a part of their environmental program. The county
reserves the right to requlre closure of any impoundment uslng these requirements that is

shown to pose imminent and substantial harm to human health or the environment.
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requirements of these rules. Appropriate and necessary remediation measures shall be
reviewed and approved and/or determined bythe county on a caseby-case basis as

allowed by this regulation and other applicable rules and laws. The county may require
that the permittee or person(s) responsible for proper closure of the facility to provide
such lnformation to the county as is necessary to determine what remedial measures are
appropriate and necessary.

D. Condltlons Rcqulrlng Closure and Tlme for Closure: When any part of a wastewater
treatment system, including but not limited to concrete pits, surface impoundments,
sludge disposal areas, carcass disposal areas, and land application sites, is to be
permanently taken out of the intended service or if the contents of the system or use of
the system poses an direct, imminent, or substantial risk to the health and environment or
irreparable harm to waters of the state, the owner or operator or permittee (whichever is

applicable) shall be required to properly close the part of the wastewater treatment
system within six (6) months, unless a longer amount of time is granted by the county.

E. lmmlnent Harm: The county may order or otherwise require closure within a shoner
period of time as allowed by law in appropriate circumstances, such as in cases where it is
necessary to protect human health and welfare or to protect wildlife or beneficial uses of
waters of the state.

G. Preventlon of Formatlon of Nltrates: The closure of surface impoundments that
contained wastes and wastewaters generated by a wet manure system shall be
considered a priority in order to prevent the formation of nitrates by any accumulation of
ammonium-saturated soils that when environmentally conditions change may be
biologically changed to nitrat€s.

H. Empty Surface lmpoundments: At no time shall a surface impoundment be placed into
operation if allowed to dry to the point of erosion and cracking of the soil liner system
without physical improvement to the liner system, a new assessment of the liner
permeability and seepagg and approval by the county to utilize the lagoon as part ofthe
wastewater treatment system for a wet manure system.

l. Lin€r lntegrhy: The partial or total closure of surface impoundments shall be required if
the liner integrity has been jeopardized beyond reasonable repair, lncluding but not
limited to the following situations:

1. Flexlbl. M€mbrane Llner Bubbles: lf the flexible mem brane liner develops
bubbles that push the liner material from the sub grade material. A partial closure
may be required to remove the liquid in the lined lagoon prior to remedying the
problem area. A total closure may be required, if the integrity of the liner has been
jeopardized beyond reasonable repair.

Supplemental Use Reg u lations 5-',1 1

F. Walver of Closure Requlrem€nts3 The county may waive some or all closure
requirements if the surface impoundments or other aspects of the wastewater treatment
system must be closed under federal (e.9., Resource Conservation & Recovery Act (RCRA)

regulations) or state regulations (e.9. N.D. regulations), if such regulatlons provide
equivalent protection ofthe health and environment as provided by these county
regulations.
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2. Soll or Clay Llncr Eroslon: lf the soil or clay liner has eroded beyond reasonable
repair causing the potential for leakage into the subsurface, a partial or total
closure may be required.

5.1 .9 Closure Procedure

The following closure requlrements apply to any anlmal feeding operation wastewater
treatment system which is permitted by the county or contains or has contained wastes
regulated by the counry:

A. Pre.closure Sltc lnv.stlgatlon3 Prior to submifting a closure plan to the county, the
owner or operator or permittee, whichever is appropriate, shall perform a pre<losure site
investigation after the county has approved the pre-closure site lnvestigation and
sampling plan.

B. Plan Submlttal: A pre.closure site investigation and sampling plan shall be prepared and
submltted to the county for approval at least thifty (30) days prior to any pre-closure
sampling, monitoring, or other site investigation. The plan shall including the following:

1. Narrative descrlption ofthe proposed pre-closure site investigation lncluding a list
of all systems, impoundments, appurtenances, structures, disposal areas, and other
areas of environmental concern will be evaluated for potential sites for sampling,
monitoring, or other names of investigation used to determine closure activities.

2. A detailed description of any ground water, surface water, and/or soil sampling
including a facility map showing lntended sites for sampling; description of
sampling methods, list of analytical parameters including EPA method, detection
limit, and units of reporting; and intended purpose for each type of sampling and
analysis.

C. Monltorlng Plan: Any monitoring plan shall include the applicable requirements as listed
by the state and this Code.

D. Approval of Ptan: The countywlll review the preclosure site investigation and sampling
plan within thirty (30) days of submittal to the county and respond to the submitter with
either a list of deficiencles or an approval ofthe plan. lf deficiencies are identified by the
county, the submitter shall promptly correct such deficiencies and submit a revised plan.

E. Site lnvestigatlon and Reportlng: The owner or operator or permittee, whichever is

applicable, shall perform the site investigation and report to the county the results of all
ground water, surface water, and soil analyses, as well as prepare a brief summary of all
critical environmental problems that will be addressed in the closure plan.

F. Closure Plan: A written closure plan shall be submifted to the county at least ninety (90)

days prior to commenclng closure, unless a lesser amount of time is granted by the
county.

G. Closure A<tlon: Closure activities shall occur as specified in the closure plan.

1. The county shall be notified at least five (5) working days priortothe
commencement of closure in order to facilitate on-site inspection or other site visit.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-12
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2. lf the wastewater treatment system contained Class I or Class ll wastewater or is
located in a high risk environment, the closure activities shall be overseen by a
professional engineer registered in the State of Nofth Dakota or if approved by the
county, by an environmental specialist with formal training ln wastewater
treatment and ground water pollution controls.

H. Amendments: Any amendments to the closure plan shall be submitted in writing to the
county for review and approval before any closure activity is altered, replaced, or deleted'
Arrangements may be made with county for verba I approva I of changes during closure
activities, when necessary for safe and effective closure, ptoviding that the changes are
immediately submitted in writing for inclusion in the public flle.

l. Commenc. Activltles: Closure activities shall not commence until the closure plan and all
amendments thereto have been evaluated by the county and the county has issued a

written determinatlon that, based upon information provided to the county, the closure
plan or the amended closure plan meets the requirements of the county and these
regulations,

J. C€rtlflcatlon of Closure: A closureshall not be considered com plete until thecountyhas
recelved written cenification of closure, which shall include the following:

L A statement that all activities listed in the county-approved closure plan was
performed.

2. A list of all closure activities that were performed (e.9., field notes from the
attending enginee0 and a narrative dlscussion of all inspections, sampling and
analysis, and other pertinent information as may be required by the county.

3, lf the wastewater treatment system contained a Class I or Class ll wastewater, the
certification shall be prepared and signed by a professional engineer registered in
the state of North Dakota, or if approved by the county, by an environmental
speciallst with formal training in wastewater treatment and ground water pollutlon
controls.

K Closure Plan Requlremcnts: At a minimum, the written closure plan shall include the
following information, as well as information as requested by the county:

1 . General lnformatlon: The following general information shall be provided ln all
closure plans:

a. Purporc of Closurc: State the purpose of closure indicating the reason why
the waste management system, in part or in whole, is or is proposed to be
no longer in use.

b. Permlt Numbcn Provide the federal, state and county permit numbers for
the facllity. lf the facility has not been permitted, the county may require
lnformation usually submitted with a permit application.

c. Owner/opcrator lnformatlon: Provide the name, address, and telephone
num ber for the owner of the facility and the operator of the facility.

d. Consent: lf the operator is not the sole record owner of the land, surface
property interests and all water rights, then the operator shall provide a

written document from such owne(s) indicating that the owner(s) have

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-r3
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read the proposed written closure plan and consent to any specified on-site
or off-site disposal of wastes, wastewaters, contaminated soils, construction
debris, and other potential wastes identified during closure.

e. Schedule: Provide a schedule indicating the major closure activities, the
approximate time to complete each activity, and the estimated time
required to achieve completion of all closure actlvities.

f. Certllicatlon: lf the waste management system, in part or in whole, that is
proposed to be closed contained Class I or Class ll waste or wastewaters,
the closure plan shall be reviewed and signed by a licensed professional
engineer registered in the State of ND with a certification statement that
the closure plan activities will be protective of human health and the
environment, lncluding water of the state.

2. slte Assessments The following mlnimum information about the site shall be
provided in the closure plan:

a. Solts: ldentify the type of soil(s) by soil series name lmpacted and include a

description of the soil profile and the depth to bedrock and/or to the
producing aquifer. List chemlcals and physical properties of the soil, and
their average values for the site, that predict the transport a nd fate of the
pollutants of concern ln the waste contained in the waste management
system to be closed. Photocopies of soil maps from the Soil Conservation
Service and/or recent aerial photographs shall be included.

b. Ground llllatcn ldentify major and minor ground water aquifers, recharge
areas, depth to ground water for both shallow and drinking water sources,
local and regional direction of flow, and estimated or actual background
water quality of the shallow and drinking water source. Topographic,
geologic, hydrologic, and other maps shall be used to indicate location and
extent of ground water at the site, including local and regional direction of
ground water flow.

c. sur{ace wetcn ldentify surface water bodies that may be hydraulically
connected to the ground water or are immediately down gradient of the
drainage area around the waste management system, including the land
application area to be closed. Trace the drainage to the nearest major
watercourse on a topographic map of appropriate scale.

d. PlenJ and Spcclflcatlon: Provide the engineering plans and specification
that details the 'as-built' conditions of the waste management system to be
closed indicating the dimensions of the impoundments, location of and
materials used for piping and appurtenances, location of inflow and
outflow piping, location and thickness of sludge, and depth of wastewater
in each impoundment.

e. Land Appllcatlon Arca: Provide records that state the amount and type of
wastewater applied to the land application area, the type of crops grown,
number of crops grown using wastewater, annual volumes of wastewater
applied, wastewater analysis(es), and soil tests.

3. waste ch.racterlz.tlon: The following minimum information about the wastes
currently contained and historically contained in the waste management system
shall be provlded ln the closure plan,

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-',|4
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a. HlJtorlcally Contalned Wast€wat6r: Provide an inventory of wastes and
other records that indicate the types and concentration of wastes and
wastewaters that are contained in the waste management system to be
closed. lndicate the frequency and volume of each type of waste that was or
may have been contained or otherwise placed in the system, including but
not limited to pesticides, rat and fly bait, pharmaceuticals, manure and
urlne, dlsinfectants, feed additives (e.9., metals, nutrients, and other
conservative materials) and any solid waste, such as dead animals,
placentas, waste feed, and sharps. lnclude spill response data sheets.

b. Currently Contelned Wast€water: Provide a wastewater analysis of the
waste or wastewater currently contained ln the waste management system
using composite samples for overall cha racterization and grab samples that
are representative of the most concentrated portions of the waste to
determine areas of priority clean-up.

Samptlng, Analysls, and Monltorlng Plans: Sampling, analysis, and monltoring
used before, during, and after closure shall be proposed to the county in a written
plan as follows:

a. Sampllng and Analysle Plan: All sampling and analysis of the currently
contained wastewater shall be performed according to a preapproved
written sampling and analysis plan developed using regulations for "pre-
closure sampling'.

b. Monltorlng Plan: All monitoring shall be performed according to a pre
approved written monitoring plan developed using regulations for
"monitoring plan'.

c. Sampllng and Monltorlng Locatlons: All sampling and monitoring
locations shall be clearly indicated on a facility map accompanied with a
description ofthe location of each site, purpose of each sampling and
monitoring site, and duration of sampling and monitoring at each site.

Treatmcnt, Rcmov.l, and Dlsposa!: The closure plan shall include the following
minimum discussion of treatment, removal, and disposalactivities, as well as any
additional information required by the county or deemed necessary for
clarification:

a. Treatment: Describe all treatment methods to be used to treat or reduce
any wastewater and/or sludge in the impoundment (e.9., chemical or
physical treatment, phase separation, waste stabilization, or other method).
Provide a written rationale for each treatment method to be used, the
anticipated outcome ofthat treatment, and sufficient evidence of lts
effectiveness.

b. Rcmoval: Describe all removal activities for all wastes, wastewaters,
sludges, liner materials, and contaminated subsolls (e.9., volume to be
removed, equipment used, dust control, spill response, containers,
transpon, and other activities).

c. Backfll!: lf the waste management system, part or in whole, is to be closed
by backfilling with soil, estimate the volume of soll needed considering
compaction and se$ling. lnclude discussion of the material used as bacKill,
its source, method of compaction, and other activities.

5

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-1 5



455044County Recorder
Mountrarl County
Sta r.r le

ililil!il|ilt

y ftD

riltlllltilil llilttilr flfl til il Iilt|l]tilr ill
Page 70 of 134

6

Mountrail County Land Development Code

d. Dlsposat: Provide the name and location of all off-site facility(ies) to be used
to dispose of materials removed from the site, including but not limited to
piplng and fittings, tank5, concrete, liner materials, appurtenances,
construction debris, contaminated subsolls, wastes and wastewaters (both
treated and raw waste), and provide the name of the issuing agency (if
disposal permit is required), permit number or other information necessary
to determine proper authorization can and will be obtained for such
disposal.

ln-place Closure Requlrements: ln addition to the other requirements listed in
these closure regulations, the following additional requirements shall apply for "in-
place closure':

a. Pollutants of Concerns List the types and potential concentrations of the
pollutants ofconcern that are or may be present in the wastes and
wastewaters, sludges, and contaminated subsoils.

b. Altern.tlvei: lf the pollutants cannot be physically removed in total or
must otherwise be closed ln place, the closure plan shall include a

discussion or remediation alternatives evaluated prior to the decision to use
"in-place closure" (ie., closing with some portion of the pollution in-place).
Typical alternatives include: clean closure, waste reduction, or chemical,
physical, or biological treatment and documentatlon as to the effectiveness
of each alternative.

c. Contalnment: lnclude a discussion of containment alternatives (e.9., waste
stabilization, impervious cap, or other system of protecting waters of the
state, public health and the environment) and documentation as to the
effectiveness of the containment measure.

d. Partlal R€medlatlon3 lnclude a proposal of which remediation and/or
containment alternative(s) will be implemented for each portion of the
waste management system to be closed. lnclude sampling and analysis
plan that will provide information about the type and concentration of
pollutants left in the closed facility and portions thereof that are part of the
waste management system closed.

e. Post-closure Actlvltl€s: lnclude discussion of all post-closure activities,
such as ground water monitoring, surface water monitoring, water or land
use restriction, or deed restrictions.

Clean Ctosure Requlrcmentsi ln addition to other requirements listed in these
closure regulations, the following additional requirements shall apply for'clean
closure':

a. Potlutant3 ofconcern: List the types and potentia I concentrations ofthe
pollutants ofconcern that are or may be present in the wastes and
wastewaters, sludges, and contaminated subsoils.

b. Alternatlvca: Provide an evaluation of the feasibility of "clean closure' (i.e.,

complete removal all wastes and wastewaters, contaminated subsoils, liner
materials, equipment, piping, concrete, etc. and lnsuring contaminated
subsoils are at a level similar to background concentration or at a level that
will not adversely impact the environment, waters of the state, or public
health). lnclude a discussion of available technology to be used, extent of
contamination, effectiveness of technology, and other decislon factors.

7
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A. All mineral exploration and mineral production or exploration, production of sand, gravel,
scoria, clay activities shall be considered as a conditional use and, as such, shall conform to
all requirements put on them by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

B. Borrow actlvities related to public road construction are exempt from these standards,
except when any aggregate mining is taking place. Borrow activities for private, non-
commercial use are also exempt from these standards,

C. No Conditional Use Permit shall be issued unless satisfactory provision for the following
has been made:

1. The actlvities will not result in undue damage or injury to roads, bridges, rights-of-
way in the county or to any county, public, or private property.

2. Evidence of a reclamation or non-reclamation agreement with the surface owner
must accompany the conditional use permlt applicatlon.

a. lf reclamation is lncluded, reclamation of project shall be finished within
one (l) year of the conditional use permit associated with mining activities.

3. A plan for stockpillng of material during and after cessation of mlning activity must
be included. lf stockpiling is proposed to continue after mining activity, the
Conditional Use Permit must be reviewed and renewed by the Zoning
Administrator on an annual basis.

4. Evidence of compliance with all counry state and federal regulations.

5, Evidence that the activity is in compliance with distance requlrements in relation to
adjacent residents, property owners and water sources as set by the Planning and
Zoning Commission.

6. A Road Haul Agreement shall be entered lnto between the gravel/scoria/clay pit
operator and/or gravel/scoria/pit owner and the polltical subdivislons whose roads
will be lmpacted by the operation detailing road maintenance responsibility and
dust control measures which must accompany the appllcation. The agreement
shall be ln place during mining and stockpiling activities. The agreement shall
follow the requirements of Section 6.13.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-17

c. Full Remedlatlonr lnclude a proposal of which remediation and/or
containment alternative(s) will be implemented for each portion of the
waste management system to be closed. lnclude sampling and analysis
plan that wlll provide information about the type and concentratlon of
pollutants left in the closed facility and portions thereof that are part of the
waste management system closed.

d. Clcan-up Target: Discuss target clean-up level of pollutants of concern in
the wastes and wastewaters, sludges, and contaminated subsoils, and the
sampling and analytical methods to be used to determine that clean
closure has been achieved for the pollutants of concern.

e. Post{losurc Actlvltle$ lnclude discussion of all post-closure activities,
such as ground water monitoring, surface water monitoring, water or land
use restrictions, or deed restrictions.

5.2 Mineral Exploration and Mineral Production
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7. All contractors performing mineral exploration and production shall be licensed
with Mountrail County to ensure the contracto/s financial credibility, A lefter of
credit is required in conjunction with the contractor's County mineral exploration
and production license. The letter of credit amount shall be based on the number
of pits the contractor is using. The letter of credit scale for pit contractors is set by
resolution of the Board of county of Commlssioners. Additional requlrements for
the letter of credit are provided in Section 6.1 2.

8. Limit of eighty (80) surface acres per application.

9. Federal and State lands are exempt from County letter of credit requirements.

10. North Dakota Contractor's License.

I 1. A sign in the dimensions of at least 2'x 2' shall be placed all points of entry and exit
from the mineral exploration and mineral production or exploration area that lists
the following information:

a. Emergency contact information

b. Legal owners(s) of the real propeny

c. Operator of the pit

d. Legal descriptlon of the real property upon which the development is

occurring.

12. Written easement for lngress and egress to the property to be developed from the
fee owner(s) ofthe real property.

5.3 Temporary HousingAlllorkforce Housing (Minor)

5.3.1 Purpose

This Code provides a framework for siting, construction, and operation of temporary
houslng/worKorce housing designed for minor projects. The intent is to provide more flexible
procedures for temporary housing that does not meet the definition ofa major workforce
housing operation. Examples of a temporary housing/workforce housing (minor) include
housing required for mlnor construction projects or beekeeping that occur outslde ofthe
unique circumstances of oil and gas development. The ordinance is intended to preserve the
safety and well-being of residents and facilitate equitable and orderly development of a
temporary nature.

5.3.2 Applicobility

The requirements of this Code apply to all temporary housing/workforce housing with 25
occupants or fewer constructed in this County after the effective date of this Code.

5.3.3 Duties of the County Zoning Administrator

Temporary/workforce housing zoning shall be administered by the Mountrail County
Commlssion with supervisory asslstance from the Mountrail County Zoning & Planning and
Zoning Commission, the County Zoning Administrator, and supplemental assistance from
other county departments.

The Zoning Administrator shall have the following duties:

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-18
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A. Conduct preliminary administrative review of each permlt application and other
information as required by thls Code.

B. Conduct an in-depth appraisal of each application.

C. Maintaln records and permlts as required by this Code.

D. Provide open records to requestors concerning this Code in accord wlth the open records
law.

E. lnspect temporary housing/workforce housing facilities to ensure compliance with the
standard s of this Code.

5.3.4 Conditionol Use Petmit Availability by Zone

A. Table 3.1 : Uses by Zoning District lists all permissive and prohibitive districts for
tem porary/workforce housing (minor).

5.3.5 Standards

A. Off-street parking shall be provided on a one-tmne ratio, one parking space per bed.

B. Housing units shall be spaced a minimum of (14) feet apart to ensure adequate space to
accommodate emergency services.

C. No animals are allowed on the premises of a temporary/workforce housing facility, except
for service animals as defined by the Americans with Disabilitles Act.

D. The site is to remain free of garbage and refuse.

E. At the end of the time period of the permit, the operation must cease and be reclaimed. A
letter of credit in the amount specified in Section 6.1 2 must be provided to cover
reclamation costs in the event the operator or owner is unable.

5.3.6 Applicotion Requirements

A. A copy of the deed and or lease to the real property on which the temporary/worKorce
facility wlll be located.

B. Engineered/scaled site plan showing the location of housing unlts with unit numbers,
additional structures, setback, utilities, drainage, ingress and egress, buffers, and fencing
The type of living units must be specifled, along with the total number of planned unlts.

C. A descrlption of how the temporary/workforce housing units will be set or anchored to
the ground.

D. A letter from the Mountrail county Engineer's office stating they have reviewed the plans
and the roads to be constructed within the facility will meet County Road Department
specifications.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-19
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E. A copy of the permit and/or correspondence from the North Dakota Department of
Health stating that plans for septic, fresh water, and refuse disposal are under review or
have been approved.

F. A copy of the facility's security plan.

G. A copy of the facility's emergency evacuation plan.

H. Letter of comment from the Township Board of Supervisors and or Cities under the
County's Zoning authority, stating they have reviewed the project, list any concerns they
may have regarding the project and whether or not they support the project.

l. Letter of comment from the ambulance service providing service to the proposed site
stating they have reviewed the project, list any concerns they may have regarding the
project and whether or not they suppon the project.

J. Letter of comment from the fire department providing service to the proposed site stating
they have reviewed the project, list any concerns they may have regarding the proJect and
whether or not they support the project.

K. Letter of comment from the Mountrall county Sheriff's Office stating they have reviewed
the project, list any concerns they may have regarding the project and whether or not
they support the project.

L. Letter of comment from the school district in which the proposed facility is to be located.
The written comment must state that they have reviewed the project, any concerns they
may have regarding the project, and whether or not they support the project.

M. Provide a letter of credit as stipulated in Section 6.1 2. The letter of credit shall be in place
to ensure slte restoration. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost of
reclamatlon as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estlmate provided by a
North Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County Commissioners or
designee.

N. A non-refundable annual fee approved by resolution of the County Board of
Commissioners.

o. Any additional information which may be requested by the Planning & Zoning Board
and/or County Commission.

5.4 Tempora ry Housin gAlllorkforce Housin g (Major)

5.4.1 Purpose

This Code provides a framework for siting, construction and operation of major temporary
housing/worKorce housing operations in the County that will preserve the safety and well-
belng of the resldents and facilitate equitable and orderly development and be temporary in
nature for a significant construction project, Le. construction of a pipeline or large industrial
facility.
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5.4.3 Duties of the County zoning Administrator

Temporary/workforce housing zoning shall be admlnistered by the Mountrall County
Commission with supervisory assistance from the Mountrall county zonlng & Planning and
zoning Commission, the County Zoning Administrator, and supplemental assistance from
other county departments.

The Zoning Administrator shall have the followlng duties:

A. Conduct preliminary administrative review of each permit application and other
information as required by this Code.

C. Maintain records and permits as required by thls Code

D. Provide open records to requestors concerning this Code in accord with the open records
law.

E. lnspect temporary housing/worKorce housing facilities to ensure compliance with the
standards of thls Code.

5.4.4 Conditional Use Permit Availability by Zone

Table 3.1: Uses by Zoning District lists all permissive and prohibitlve districts for
temporary/worKorce housing.

5.4.5 Stondords

A. Off-street parking shall be provided on a one.to-one ratio, one parking space per bed.

B. Housing units shall be spaced a minimum of(14)feet apaftto ensureadequate spaceto
accommodate emergency services.

C. No animals are allowed on the premises of a temporary/workforce housing facility, except
for service animals as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act.

D. The site is to remain free of garbage and refuse

E. At the end of the time period of the permit, the operation must cease and be reclalmed. A
letter of credit ln the amount specified in Section 6.1 2 must be provided to cover
reclamation costs In the event the operator or owner is unable.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-2',1
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5.4.2 Applicobiliry

The requirements of this Code apply to all temporary housing/worKorce housing with more
than 25 occupants, constructed in this County after the effective date of this Code.

B. Conduct an ln-depth appraisal ofeach application.
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5.4.6 ApplicationRequirements

A. A copy of the deed and or lease to the real property on whlch the temporary/worKorce
facility will be located.

B. Consent to background check on owner/developer of the housing facility.

C. Applicant or afftliated business is ln good standing with the North Dakota Secretary of
State.

D. Whether the applicant has ever engaged ln the business of owning or operating a
temporary/workforce housing facility; and if so, the date and locations of such ownership
or operation.

E. Whether the applicant has any agreement, understanding or intention to have any
agreement or understanding with any person to obtain for any person or to transfer to
any other person the conditional use permit obtalned or use the conditional use permit
for any other person than the specific use of the applicant, and if so, the names and
addresses of such persons and the conditions of such agreements.

F. Englneered/scaled site plan showing the location of housing units with unit numbers
which are legible 24 hours a day, additional structures, setbacks, utilities, roads, parking,
dumpster locations, septic tanks, drain fields, storm water retention ponds, lngress, egress,
screens, buffers, fencing, street lights and any plans for future development. The type of
living units must be specified, along with the total number of planned units.

G. A description of the houslng units, with drawings if available, and a description of how
these units are to be set and/or anchored to the ground.

H. A letter from the Mountrall County Engineer's office stating they have reviewed the plans
and the roads to be constructed within the facility will meet County Road Department
specifications.

l. A storm water drainage plan prepared by a North Dakota licensed engineer.

J. Permit and/or correspondence ftom the North Dakota Depanment of Health stating the
septic plan for the area is under review or has been approved and where the septic
materials will be disposed.

K. Permit and/or correspondence from the North Dakota Department of Health stating the
water source providing fresh water to the site is under review or has been approved.

L. Copy of contract or letter of commitment from solid waste hauler stating how many times
the dumpsters will be emptied and where the solid waste will be disposed.

M. Copy of the facility's written security plan to include but not limited to a criminal
background check on all residents residing in the facility, weapons policy, and alcohol
policy.

Supplemental Use Regulation s 5-22
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N. Copy of the facllity's emergency plan to include the contingencies for but not limited to
fire, tornado, severe weather, and other natural disasters.

O. Copy of the facility's closure plan.

P. Provide a letter of credit as stipulated in Section 6.1 2. The letter of credit shall be in place
to ensure site restoration. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost of
reclamatlon as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estimate provided by a
North Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County Commissioners or
designee.

Q. Letter of comment from the Township Board of Supervisors and or Cities under the
County's Zoning authority, stating they have reviewed the project, list any concerns they
may have regarding the project and whether or not they suppoft the project.

R. Traffic plan showing ingress and egress to the site, which roads will be used and a road
maintenance agreement between the developer and the political subdivision whose
roads will be impacted.

S. Letter of comment from the ambulance service provlding servlce to the proposed site
stating they have reviewed the project, list any concerns they may have regarding the
project and whether or not they support the project.

T. Letter of comment from the fire department providing service to the proposed site stating
they have reviewed the project, list any concerns they may have regarding the project and
whether or not they suppon the project.

U. Letter of comment from the Mountrail County Sheriff's Office stating they have reviewed
the project, list any concerns they may have regarding the project and whether or not
they suppon the project.

V. Letter of comment from the school district in which the proposed facllity is to be located.
The written comment must state that they have reviewed the proJect, any concerns they
may have regarding the project, and whether or not they support the project.

W. A non-refundable annual fee approved by resolution ofthe County Board of
Commissioners.

X. Fees must be paid in full for all approved years prior to the building permit being lssued
and any lmprovements made to the site.

Y. Any additional information which may be requested by the Planning & Zoning Board
and/or County Commission.

5.5 Landfills

5.5.1 Requirements

A. General St.ndards:

Page 77 cf 1 i4
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l. Each wastedlsposal site described hereln shall beconsidered a conditionaluse and
shall be subject to general standards and procedures for approval ofconditional
uses (Article 6.4).

2. All waste disposal sitesshall complywith the requirements of this section and any
additional conditions set bythe Planning and Zoning Commission that may be
deemed necessary to protect public health, safety, and welfare.

3. All waste disposa I sites shall be specially selected, designed, and operated for
disposal of solid waste in accordance with NDCC 23.1-08, and shall conform to all
applicable state and federal regulations,

4, The requirements of this section shall not supersede requirements for waste
management penaining to Animal Feeding operations (Article 5.1).

B. Private Landfills:

l. Prlvate landfills are allowed in accordance with state law.

2, Private landfllls shall be limited to one per landowner and used only for refuse
generated from personal farming operation.

3. Private landfills shall avoid low and steep areas and be set back a mlnlmum of two
hundred fifty (250) feet from perennial and intermittent waterways as defined by
the North Dakota Department of Water Resources.

C. Commerclal and Publlc Landfllls:

1. Waste disposal atcommercial and public landfills shall be limited to inert solid
waste and municipal solld waste. Disposal of waste that is deemed hazardous in
nature or that exerts hazardous characteristics, such as nuclear waste, sewage
sludga and incinerator ash, is not permitted, with the exception of waste
containing TENORM (Section 5.4.2.D).

2. All areas for excavation and filling operations shall maintain a min lmum setback of
1 50 feet from all property lines.

3. A buffer surrounding the landfill property of 7z mile must be established by the
applicant. The buffer must be created in the form of an easement that includes a

no-build requirement and an acknowledgement of potential offsite landfill
impacts.

4. No fires shall be permitted, except by permission of the Eoard of Mountrail County
Commissioners. Any smoldering flame or spontaneous cornbustions at the site
shall be immediately extinguished.

5. The premises shall be kept neat and clean at all times. No loose debris shall be
allowed on the site, except in areas where active filling operations are taking place.

6. Entrance to the site sha ll be controlled atalltimesto prevent improperdumping
on the site.

7. All facilities that manage solid waste shall be enclosed on all sides within a chain
link fence not less than six (6) feet in height, with gated access and uniform
appearance.

8. Asign measuring at least two feet by two feet (2'x 2') shall beplacedatall pointsof
entry and exit from the site. The sign shall lists the following informatlon:

Supplemental Use Reg ulations
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D. TENORM Dbposal:

1. TENORM disposal shall comply with State permltting requirements, Mountrail
County's requirements for conditional use permltting and public hearings process
(Section 6.4), general requirements for commercial solid waste disposal sites
(Section 5.4.2.C), and the requirements of this section.

2. Disposal of TENORM shall be prohibited at public waste disposal sites.

3. Applications for permittlng of TENORM disposal shall include the followlng:

a. Demonstrated completion of the pre.application process required by North
Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to obtain a Radioactive
Materials License and a Solid Waste Management Permit, includlng a

statement from the DEQ that summarizes the proposal and any initial
concerns they may have about the project.

b. A non-refundable application fee approved by the County Board of
Commlssioners.

c. A scaled site plan for the proposed landfill or landfill expansion, to lnclude
all elements described in Section 6.4.F and any additional elements
requested by the Plannlng and Zoning Commission,

5.6 Wind Energy Facility, Utility Scale

5.6.1 Purpose

This Code provides a framework for siting, construction, and operation of a wind energy
facility in the County that will preserve the safety and wellbeing of residents and facilitate
equitable and orderly development.

supplemental Use Regulations 5-25

a. Legal owner(s) ofthe real property

b. Operator of the site

c. Emergency contact information

d. Legal description of the real property upon which thedevelopment is

occurring

9. Provisions to manage surface and storm water impacting the site, during and after
the completion ofthe operation, shall be approved by an independent
professional engineer that is registered by the State of North Dakota.

10. Landfill excavation, construction, and operation shall not have any adverse effect
on the supply or quallty of ground water.

1 I . Operators of a commercial landfill may have an environmental lnspector on site.
Provisions shall be made for the cost to be paid by the operator to the North
Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) or to Mountrail county as may
be negotiated with the DEQ.

12. Commercial landfills shall be required to have non-sudden and sudden liability
insurance and closure and post-closure insurance payable to the DEQ.
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5.6.2 PetmittedDistricts

A wind energy facility or part of one shall be conditionally permifted in the Agriculture (Ag)

Oistrict and shall be prohibited in all other districts.

5.6.3 Definitions

Adjolnlng l.nd: Real property that has a different owner than the host property and is either
contiguous to the host property at any point or segment, or is separated from the host
property by an intervening fee simple interest that is less than 5RD (5 times the turblne rotor
diameter).

Alrstrlp: A takeoff and landlng area for fixed wing aircraft, whether publicly or privately
owned, that was given an FAA numerlcal designation sometime before March 1, 2009.

Appll(rnt: A person who files an application for a conditlonal use permit.

F.clllty owner: A person or persons having an equity interest in the wind energy facility.

Feeder llncs: Power lines between a wind energy facllity's collector stations or substations
and the region's high voltage transmlssion lines.

Gross wclght: The weight of a vehicle without a load plus the weight of any load on lt.

Host propcrty:The lot on which a wind turbine is located. A wind energy facility may contain
several host properties. The fact that adJoining properties having various respective owners
are covered by related options, leases, or easements to a single facility owner does not cause
the various land owners to be a single host property. Each parcel containing a turbine is a host
property even if an abutting property belonging to another propeny contains a turbine
belonging to the same facility owner.

Hub hclght The distance measured from the surface of the tower foundation to the height of
the axls of the wind turbine hub.

MET towen A meteorological structure used to collect data on wind and/or weather
conditions.

Mllltary f.clllty: Any Depanment of Defense (DoD) facility in the county, including, but not
limited to, missile launch and missile alert facilities.

Occupled structure: A manmade shelter in which people either live, meet, conduct buslness,
or gather, ln addition it includes but is not limited to a residence, dwelling, apartment house
condominium, or residentlal setting; any structure open to the public for business that
regularly conducts business lncluding but not limlted to a hotel, motel, campground, stable,
mall, school, hospital, church, public library, store, manufacturing faciliry or sport venue; or
other structure that is either legally lnhabited, in use or under substantlal construction (e.9.

surface has been improved ln preparation for construction) at the time the permit application
is submitted for use as one of the above.

Opcr.tor: The person responsible for the day-to-day operation and maintenance of a wind
energy facllity. A facility owner may contract with or hire a person to operate it.

Pantlclp.tlng rcsldence: Any residence associated with property pafticipating in the wind
energy facillty proposal, likely to include to include wind turbines and associated
improvements on the property.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-26
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Permltte€: The person holding the conditional use permlt. Permittee may include the
subsidiaries, agents, subcontractors, independent contractors, and employees of the person
holding the permit; i.e. for purposes of llability for road damage caused in erection or
maintenance.

PGrson: An individual, paftnership, joint venture, private or public corporation, association,
firm, public service company, cooperative, politlcal subdivision, municipal corporation,
government agency, public utility district, or any other entity, public or private, however
organized.

Publlc road: Every way or place generally open to vehicle travel, even though it may be
temporarily closed or subject to restricted travel due to construction, reconstruction, repalr or
maintenance (NDCC 57-43.1-01). A section line is a public road (NDCC 27{7-03).

Pure tonc nol3c: A simple tone that has only one frequency, although its lntensity may vary.

Non-p.rtlclpatlng resldence: Any residence not associated with property participating ln the
wind energy facility proposal.

Rotor dlameter: The distance of a line segment that bisects the center of the hub and
terminates at the circle that encompasses the tips of each rotor blade that are fanhest from
the hub. For example "RD' means a distance equal to five times the rotor diameter or ten
times the radius and on a turbine with rotor blades 70 meters long (measured from the center
of the hub) the rotor diameter will be 140 meters.

SltG: A contiguous tract or group of parcels for which one operator and/or facility owner or
group acting in concert has option agreements, easements, and/or leases acquired to operate
a turbine, wind energy facility or accessory thereto.

Slte p€rlmet.nThe outside boundary ofthe contiguous parcels all having either an option,
easement, and/or lease agreement for a wind energy facility accessory to the same facility
owner.

Turbln€ h€lght: The distance measured from the ground level surface of the tower
foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor plane.

Unoccupled structur€: A structure not intended for permanent or temporary human or
animal habitation.

Wlnd turbln.s A device that captures kinetic energy from the wind to drive an electrical
generator. lts typlcal components include blades, tower, accelerator platform, or nacelle body.

WInd energy facllhn utllhy-scale: An electric generating facility, the main mechanical or
electrical purpose of which is to produce and distribute electricity for wholesale. lt consists of
one or more wind turblne and other accessory structures, including substations,
meteorological towers, electrical infrastructure, transmisslon lines and other appunenant
structures and facilities. Utility scale wind energy facilities are not intended for personal use,

but for commercial generation at the utility scale.

Wlnd cnergyfaclllty, tmall: A device such as a wlnd charger, windmill, or wind turbine and
assoclated facilities that convert wind energy to electric energy, lntended for a specific slte.
Small wind energy facilities generate power for a single business, residence, or a similar
limited use. Small wind energy facilities are not designed and constructed to distribute
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electricity for wholesale. Stand-alone small wind energy facilities are treated as accessory
structures and must comply with all regulations peftaining to accessory structures.

5.6.4 Development ond Operating Standards

A. Appear.nceStandards:

1. wind turbines shall be painted a non-obtrusive color with a non-reflective coating.

2. Wind turbines shall display no advertising except for reasonable identification of
the manufacturer or operator of the wind energy facility.

3. Wind turbines shall not be artificially lighted except to the extent required by the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) or its successor.

8. Setback Standards:

L Turbine placement shall comply with all setback requlrements in Table 5.3.

2. Setbacks shall be measured as the horizontal distance between the base of the
turbine and the nearest point of the object, easement, or property line.

Table 5.3 Wind Energy Facility Setback Standards

Setback Distance from Base of Turbine

Residences, ha bita ble structures, public
facllities, and recreation areas

All nonparticipating property lines and
adjolning property lines (site perimeter)

Public rights of way, utility easements for
above-ground utilities, and section lines

1/2 mile

Airstrips 'I mile

1/8 mlle. I /4 mlle if tower is taller than 660'
to blade tip.

2 milesMilitary Facility

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-28

setback category

1/2 mile

3. v.rlance to Sctback:

a. A separate variance application must be provided for each wind energy
facility structure.

b. A variance to a setback related to private property can only be granted if
the permittee and the affected party sign a waiver agreement.

c. The Planning and Zoning Commission can only issue a variance from a

setback requlrement regarding an occupied structure if that structure has
not been used as an occupied structure in a year or more prior to
submission of the request for variance.

d, Notlce of Hcarlng: lt is the obligation of the party seeking the variance to
the setback requirement to serve notice of the initial hearing on the
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application, in accord with the ND Rules of Civil Procedure, to all property
owners having an occupied structure, boundary, unoccupied structure,
road bridge, antenna, tower, or an improvement located inside the setback
area sought to be diminished. Proof of service must be filed with the
Zoning Commission prior to the hearing. The Zoning Commission can
authorize notice by publication according to the Rules of Civil Procedure.

C. Vlsual lmpact Ass€ssment:

The permittee must prepare a visual impact assessment for the proposed facility. The visual
impact assessment must include the following:

'1. Definethevlsual characterof the project study area. The study area mustincludea
five (5) mile radius of the project area.

2. lnventoryand evaluate existing visual resources, including all recreational areas
with public access, State Wildlife Management Areas, Federal Waterfowl
Production Areas, and National Wildlife Refuges.

3. Describe the appearance of the visible com ponents of the proposed project, both
at daytime and nighttime.

4, ldentify key views for visual assessment from visual resources withln the study area
Provide at least one visual simulation from each visual resource.

5. Evaluate potential project visibility within the study area.

6. Assess the visual impacts associated with the proposed project.

7. ldentify mitigation measures to address any visual impacts.

D. Constructlon and Malntcnance Standards:

l Acce3s Roads: Access roads shall, to the extent reasonably possible, be
constructed parallel or perpendicular to existing roads in order to preserve the
integrity offields and capacity for efficient tilling, planting, and harvesting.

2, Fences: The permittee shall promptly replace or repair all fences or gates removed
or damaged during all phases of the wind energy facility's life, unless otherwise
negotiated with the affected landowner. When the permittee installs a gate where
electric fences are present, the permittee shall provide for contlnuity ln the electric
fence circuit.

3. Tree Remov.l: The permittee shall minimize removal oftrees and shall not remove
groves oftrees or shelter belts without the written approval ofthe affected
landowner.

4. Load P€rmlttlng: The permiftee is responsible for ablding by the state and local
overweight load permltting process in accordance with NDCC Chapter 39-12. A
conditional use permit issued under the Code to erect a wind energy facility does
not negate a hauler's obligation to obtain an overweight load permit prior to
hauling.

5. Road Re3torrtlon: Following completion of construction of the wind energy
facility, the permittee shall ensure that any roads damaged by construction
activities shall be promptly repaired or restored to a condition at least equal to the
condition prior to construction, at the permittee's expense.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-29
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E. Collector System Standards:

1, The permittee shall place electrical lines, known as collectors, and communication
cables underground to a depth of at least four (4) feet when located on private
property. Use of the public right of way must be in compliance with the associated
governing body's criteria for use. Collectors and cables shall also be placed within
or adjacent to the land necessary for wind turbine access roads, unless otherwise
negotiated with the affected landowner. Feeder lines are excepted from the
requirements in this paragraph,

2. The permittee shall place overhead feeder lines on public right-of-way, if a public
right-of-way exists, or the permittee may place feeder lines on private property. A
change of routes may be made as long as the feeder remains on public right of way
and approval has been obtained from the government responsible for the affected
right-of-way. When placing a feeder line on private property, the permittee shall
place the feeder in accordance with the easement negotiated with the affected
landowner.

F. Nolse Standards: A sound study which includes modeling of sound levels of wind
turbines within 1 oo-feet of every occupied residence within 1 -mlle of a wind turbine shall
be submitted with the application. Sound levels of wind turbines within 1 oo-feet of any
non-participating residence shall not exceed 45dBA (leq). Construction noise or
reasonable and necessary maintenance activities are allowed to exceed this sound limit
except between the hours of 1 I p.m. and 7 a.m. This sound standard does not apply to
participating dwellings.

G. Electromagnetlc lnterferencc Standards:

l The permittee shall be responsible for alleviating any signal disruption or
lnterference caused by the wind energy facility to cell phone, television, radio,
computer, satellite, or other electronic transmissions, receptions, or services.

2- The wind energy facillty shall not cause interference contrary to Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) regulations or federal, state, or local laws.

3. ln the event the wind energy facility is identifled as the source of interference as
described in this section, the permittee shall take measures to correct the problem
within thirty (30) calendar days.

H. Mlnlmum Ground Clearancc: The blade tip of any wind turbine shall, at its lowest point,
have ground clearance of no less than seventy-five (75) feet.

5.6.5 Permit Standards

A. P€rmlt Requlred:
'L work may commence to construct a wind energy facility only after a conditional

use permit has been lssued bythe County Board.This does not preclude
preconstructlon activitles such as wind monitoring, soil testing, or survey work
prior to obtaining a permit.

2. The requirements of this Code apply to a wind facility, or any portion of one,
erected ln this County after the effective date of this Code lf the facility contains
any wind turbine rated at 50 kilowatts or more nameplate capacity.
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B. Term of Pcrmlt:

1. Aconditlonal use permit granted for operating a wind energy facility shall be
effective for 25 years from the date of issue by Mountrail County, unless revoked or
suspended.

2. The permittee may apply for renewal of the permit at any time in the 1 8 months
prior to the expiration of the 25-year period.

C. Transfer of Permlt:

I . ln the event of a change in ownership or controlling interest in a wind energy
facility and the transfer of the permit, any successors or assignees of the origlnal
permittee must agree to abide by and comply with the requirements and
conditions of the permit for the duration of operation of a wind energy facility
permitted in the County, or glve notice of intent to not honor it and forfeit the
permit and its rights.

2. Within thirty (30) days of such change in ownership or controlling interest of any
entity owning a wind energy facility, the permittee shall notify the County Zonlng
Administrator. lf the new entlty has a different agent for service of process in the
State, then the new agent's address and name need to be provided at the same
time. A change of ownership that results in an inability, unwilllngness, or failure to
abide by the conditions of this Code can be a basis for revocation of the permit.

5.6.6 Application Requircments

A. A permit application must be submitted to the County Zoning Admlnlstrator, at the
County Zoning Admlnistrator's office. Each application must be signed by a representative
of the prospective permittee who is authorized to contractually bind the person.

B. Each application shall include the following:

1. Permlt Fee: The applicant shall providea non-refundable fee approved by
resolution of the County Board of Commissioners.

2. Financlal Commltmeng Refer to Section 5.6.7.

3. Appllcentlnform.tlon3

a. The name, buslness address and phone number of the person in whose
name the permit is to be issued and if the authorized agent for service of
process is different than the permit holder, the name and North Dakota
address ofthe agent ofthe person authorized to receive service of process
on the person's behalf.

b. Evidence of the applicant's capacity to contractually bind the person
seeking the permit and authority to make binding representations on the
person's behalf to municipalities for purposes of zoning, siting, and
construction of a wind-energy facllity.

c. A description of the applicant's wind rlghts within the boundaries of the
proposed site.

4. Schcdule3 A schedule for the proposed start and completion of construction of the
facility which includes the applicant's proposal for final repairs to public roads.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-3 r
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5. Sltc Map: A map of the wind energy facility and adjoining land within one{uarter
( l/4) mile of the site, including non-participating land contiguous with any
proposed host property.The followlng shall be clearly marked on the map:

a. The site boundary

b. All existing turbines, structures, roads, utilities, and easements; all occupied
structures shall be identified;

c. All proposed turbines, structures, roads, utilities, and easements;

d. All section lines and parcel lines;

e. Boundaries of any flled lease, easement, or option for wind energy facillties,
whether they benefit the applicant, the applicant's probable operator, or an
unrelated party;

f. Each public or private airstrip with FAA identification number;

g. Elevation features, such as contour lines marked at s-foot lntervals.

h. The names of the property owners wlthin the site and for adjoining land.

6. Englneer's Report3

a. The applicant shall, at its own expense, supply to the County a pre-
construction road condition report and a post-haul road condition
inspection, which shall be approved by a civilengineer registered as a
professional engineer under NDCC Chapter 43-1 9.1 . The report shall utilize
objectively verifiable, generally accepted means of nodestructive testing to
catalogue the condition of any public road or bridge in Mountrail County
that the permittee intends to traverse wlth a gross weight over 80,000 lbs,

b. Both the pre-haul road condition inspection and the post haul road
condition inspection must address the following:

i. Video recording ofthe haul road(s) from start to finlsh taken from a vehicle
drlven 25 mph.

ii. Use straight edge to check for rutting every 0.10 mlles.

iii. Use still photography with notation regarding location and length to record
cracking.

iv. Record round (steel) and jolnt alignment (concrete) on major centerline
culverts.

v. Record width of traveled way and depth of pavement or gravel every 0.1 0
miles of completion of the construction of the wind energy facility, at its
own expense, obtain and submit to the Zoning Admlnistrator a post
construction assessment of any Mountrail County or other political
subdlvision road the permittee traveled with greater than 80,000 lbs gross
weight.

vi. Any damage caused or thought to be exacerbated by the permittee's loads
or work that has not been repaired or remedied at the time of the report
wlll be identified and a timeline for repairhg each will be identlfied along
with an explanation of the repair or replacement proposed.

5-32Supplemental Use Regulations
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c. The repon will describe the gross weight the permiftee anticipates running
for certain classes of jobs; a rough estimate of the number of extreme (over
'l5o,ooo lbs) gross weight trips; and what damage or wear is antlcipated.
The report will supply the planned methods for addressing pavement
failure and near pavement failure during the construction process that will
ensure roads remain passable. Also, methods will be supplied for
addressing road damage that obstructs vehicular travel on unpaved roads.
The report will lay out the timeline for final repair or replacement of roads
damaged or destroyed.

d. The Englneer's Report shall be include in a Road Haul Agreement as
stipulated in section 6.1 3.

Archeologlcal R.sourc€ survey !nd Consultatlon:

a. lf the project is under the purview of the North Dakota Public Service
Commisslon (PSC), the applicant shall prepare an archeological resource
survey as part of that process.

b. lf the project is not under the purview of the PSC, the applicant shall consult
with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) at the State Historical
Society of North Dakota prior to permitting to determine whether an
archaeological survey is recommended for any pan of the proposed site.

i. lf an archeological survey is recommended, the applicant shall
contract with a qualifled archaeologist to complete the survey and
shall submit the results to the Zoning Administrator and to the
SHPO. The SHPo will make recommendations for the treatment of
any signiflcant archeological sites that are identified. Any issues in
the implementation of these recommendations will be resolved by
Mountrail County Board of Commissloners in consultation with the
SHPO.

c. lf any archeological sites or human remains are found during construction,
the applicant shall follow standard operating procedures as established by
the SHPO and in accordance with NDCC Section 23{627 and North Dakota
Administrative Code 4GO2-03.

El€<tromegnetlc lntet{crence As3a3sment:

a. Prior to commencement of construction, the applicant shall submit an
assessment of microwave signal patterns in the project area. ln the event of
signal disruption or interference that arises after project completion, the
assessment will provide data that can be used to determine whether the
wind energy facility is the source of the issue.

5.6.7 Restorotion of Property

A. Within one hundred and eighty (180) days of termination or abandonment of leases or
easements for a wind energy facllity in the County, the permlttee shall cause, at its
expense, removal ofallstructures to a depth offour (4) feet below preconstruction
grade.

B. Provide a letter of credit as stipulated ln Section 6.12. The letter of credit shallb€ in place
to ensure site restoration. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost of
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reclamation as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estimate provided
by a North Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County
Commissioners or designee.

5.7 Solar Energy Systems, Utility-Scale

5.7.1 Purpose

This Code provides a framework for siting, construction, and operation of utility-scale solar
energy systems (solar farms) that will preserve the safety and wellbeing of residents and
facilitate equitable and orderlydevelopment.

5.7.2 Permitted Districts

Solar farms are permltted as a conditional use ln the Agriculture (Ag) District and the lndustrlal
(ln) District where such systems present few land use conflicts with current and future land
use patterns.

5.7.3 Definitions

Agrlvoltalcsr A solar energy system co-located on the same parcel of land as agricultural
production, including crop production, grazing, apiaries, or other agricultural products or
services.

Ground-Mounted System: A solar energy system mounted on a rack or pole that rests or is
attached to the ground.

Solar Energy Fa(llltlcs, Utllltrscale (Solar Farml: A utility-scale, ground-mounted solar
energy system that produces and distrlbutes electriclty for wholesale. A large'scale solar
energy system has a minimum project size of five (5) acres and ls the principal use on the
parcel(s) on which it is located.

Solar Encrgy Faclllty, Small: Devices such as rooftop solar panels or stand-alone panels,

intended for a specific site. Small solar energy facilities generate power for a single business,
residence, or a similar limited use. Small solar energy facilities are not designed and
constructed to distribute electricity for wholesale. Stand-alone small solar energy facilities are
treated as accessory structures and must comply with all regulatlons pertaining to accessory
structures.

Photovolt!lc Systcm: A solar energy system that converts solar energy directly lnto
electricity.

Solar Collector: The panel or device in a solar energy system that collects solar radiant energy
and transforms it lnto thermal, mechanical, chemical, or electrical energy. The collector does
not lnclude frames, supports, or mounting hardware.

Solar Encrgy Syst.m: A device, array ofdevices, or structural design feature that generates or
stores electricity from sunlight or utllizes solar energy for space heating or cooling or water
heating.

Solar Mountlng Devlce: Racking, frames, or other devices that allow the mounting of a solar
collector onto a roof surface or the ground,

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-34
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5.7.4 Development and Operating Stondords

A. Helghe Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed fifteen (1 5) feet in height
when oriented at maximum tilt.

B. Setbacks: Solar arrays shall comply with the following setback requirements.

1 . Setbacks from state Highways and County Roads: 250 feet from roadway
centerllne

2. Setbacks from Other Roads:l 50 feet from roadway centerline

3. Setbacks from Existing Dwellings: 150 feet

4, Minimum Yard Setbacks: Compliant with district setback requirements

C. Screcnlng:

l. All solar farms shall be fully screened from existing dwellings.

2. Screening shall not be required along property lines within the same zoning
district, except where the adjoining lot contains an existlng dwelling.

3. Mountrail County may require perimeter screening lf it determines that there is a

clear community interest in malntainlng a viewshed.

4. All solar energy systems using a reflector shall minimize glare affecting adjacent or
nearby propenies.

D. Ground Coven

1. Appropriate ground cover shall be installed to mitigate stormwater impacts and
facilitate site restoration following decommission of the use. Grassland/grazlng
vegetation is required ground cover.

2. Panels shall be placed at least three (3) feet off the ground to allow mowing and
other maintenance.

3. Panels shall be spaced to allow for established vegetation to become self-
sustaining.

4. The permittee shall minimize removal oftreesand shall not remove groves of trees
or shelter belts without the written approval of the affected landowner.

E. Foundatlons: A registered engineer shall certify that the design of solar panel
foundations, racking, and supports are within accepted professional standards, given soil
conditions of the site.

F. Powor and Communlcatlon Llnes:

I . Power and communication lines running between bank of solar panels and to
nearby ele<tric substations or interconnections with structures shall be buried to a
minimum depth of four (4) feet.

2. Exemptions may be granted ln instances where shallow bedrock water courses, or
other elements of the natural landscape interfere with the ability to bury lines, or
where distance makes undergrounding lnfeasible, at the discretion of the Plannlng
and Zoning Commission.

Supplemental Use Regulations s-3 5
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G. Fenclng: Perimeter fencing shall conform with the fencing requirements of Section 4.3 of
this Code.

H. Compllance wlth OtherCodes:All solarfarms shall complywith allapplicable local, state,
and federal regulatory codes, including the National Electrical Code and Nonh Dakota
building codes.

5.7.5 Permit Standards

A. Term of Permlt:

1 . A conditional use permit granted for operating a solar farm shall be effective for
twenty-five (25) years from the date of issue by Mountrail County, unless revoked
or suspended.

2. The permittee may apply for renewal of the permit at any time in the eighteen (1 8)
months prior to the expiration of the twenty-five-year (25) period.

B. Transfer of Permlt:

1 . ln the event of a change in ownership or controlling interest in a solar energy
facility and the transfer of the permit, any successors or assignees of the original
permittee must agree to abide by and comply with the requirements and
conditions of the permit for the duration of operation of a solar energy facility
permitted in the County, or give notice of intent to not honor it and forfeit the
permit and lts rights.

2. within thirty (30) days of such change ln ownership or controlling interest of any
entity owning a solar energy facility, the permittee shall notify the County Zoning
Administrator. lf the new entity has a different agent for service of process in the
State, then the new agent's address and name need to be provided at the same
time. A change of ownership that results in an inability, unwillingness, or failure to
abide by the conditlons of this Code can be a basis for revocation of the permit.

C. Decommlsslonlng:

I . A solar farm shall be decommissioned in the event it is not in use for I 2
consecutive months.

2. Structures and foundations shall be disposed in compllance with state law.

3. The application shall include provisions for removal of all structures and
foundations and restoration of soil and vegetative resources.

4. Provide a letter of credit as stipulated in Section 6.1 2. The letter of credit shall be in
place to ensure site restoration. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the
total cost of reclamation as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The
estimate provided by a Nonh Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the
Board of County Commissioners or designee,

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-36
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Each application shall include the following:

A. Prolectlnformatlon:
'I . The applicant's name and contact information.

2. Legal description and propeny identification number (parcel lD) for all property
within the project site.

B. ProJect Nerratlve: The applicant shall provide a full description of the project that
includes, but may not be limited to, a description of:

1. The site's existing conditions, lncluding all existing uses and structures, access
points, topography, soils, and drainage characteristics.

2. The solar energy system to be installed, including the system's electrical capacity
and the number, type, and dimension of panels.

3. The project's connection to the utility system.

4, Allfencing, signage, and security systems to be installed.

5. Ground cover and plantings, including the location, type, and extent of required
screening.

6. All construction activities, including all grading, drainage, and erosion control
measures that are planned for the site.

7. Site maintenance, performance monltoring, and decommissioning plan with
associated costs and flnancing.

C. Slte Plan: The applicant shall submit a site plan that includes the following elements:

l. The location ofall solar arrays, as well asall fenclng, screening, access roads,and
other project components described ln the project narrative.

2. The site boundary and all property lines, easements, and rights-of-way within the
requlred setback area. lf the proposed project requires the establishment or
modification of property lines, easements, or rights-of-way, the applicant shall also
complete an application for subdivision.

3. An aerial image of the site with delineation of topographical features and wetlands.

C. Appllcatlon Fee: The applicant shall provide a non-refundable fee approved by resolution
of the County Eoard of Commissioners.

Supplemental Use Regu lations 5-37
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D. Flnanclal Guarante€: The applicant shall provide assurance that financial resources will
be available to fully construct the project, establish vegetation, and decommission the
site. Provide a letter of credit as stipulated in Section 6.1 2. The letter of credit shall be in
place to ensure site restoration. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost
of reclamation as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estimate provided
by a North Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County
Commissioners or designee.
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5.8 Medical Marijuana Facilities (Compassion Centers)

5.8.1 Purpose

The purpose ofthis chapter is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare ofthe residents
and patients of the County by prescribing the manner in which medical marUuana businesses
can be conducted ln the County. Further, the purpose of this chapter is to:

A. Provide for a means of cultivating, manufacturing and distribution of usable marijuana to
patients who qualify to obtain, possess, and use marijuana for medical purposes as

prescribed by state law.

8. Protect public health and safety through reasonable limitations on business operations as

they relate to noise, air and water quality, neighborhood and patlent safety, security for
the business and its personnel, and other health and safety concerns.

C. lmpose fees to cover the cost to the County of licensing medical marijuana businesses in
an amount sufficient for the County to cover the costs of the licensing program.

D. Create regulations that address the particular needs ofthe facilities, patients and resldents
of the County and comply with laws that may be enacted by the state regardlng medical
marijuana.

5.8.2 StatutoryAuthority

A. The 2017 Nofth Dakota Legislature enacted Senate Bill2344, relating to the
implementation of the North Dakota Compassionate Care Act, N.D.C.C 1 9-24 for the
regulation of medical marijuana dispensaries and the cultivations and propagation of
medical marijuana ln Nofth Dakota. All persons, entities or organizations wishing to
establlsh a Medlcal Marijuana Compassion Center withln the County must apply for and
be granted a conditional use permit for said use and have a license from the State of North
Dakota for a Medical Marijuana Compasslon Center.

B. The use, cultivation, manufacturing, production, distrlbution, possession and
transportation of marijuana remains illegal under federal law, and maruuana remains
classified as a "controlled substance' by both North Dakota and federal law;

C. The county commission does not have the authority to, and nothing in this chapter is

intended to, authorize, promote, condone or aid the production, dlstribution or
possession of medical marUuana in violation of any applicable law;

5.8.3 County Policy

A. The County Commission intends to regulate the use, acquisition, cultivation,
manufacturing, and distribution of usable medical marijuana in a manner that is

consistent with the North Dakota Century Code. The regulations are intended to apply to
all medical maruuana operations in the county by any medical marijuana business
permitted under state law. Medical marijuana cultivation and production can have an
impact on health, safety, and community resources, and this chapter is intended to permit
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state-licensed Medical Marijuana Compassion Centers where they will have a minimal
negative impact;

B. To the extent that Medical Maruuana Compassion Centers are registered and authorized
by the State of North Dakota to operate in the county, this commission desires to provide
for their licensing and regulation to protect the public health, safety and general welfare
of the citizens of the County;

C. This chapter is to be construed to protect the public over medical marijuana business
interests. Operation of a medical marijuana business is a revocable privilege and not a
right in the county. There is no property right for an individual or business to have medical
marijuana in the County; and

D. Medical marijuana is a heavily regulated industry in the state and County, and the County
has a zero tolerance policy for violations of this chapter.

5.8.4 Definitions

Unless specifled in this Code, all terms defined in NDCC I 19-24-02 or successors to that
statute shall have the deflnitions provided therein.

MariJuana: Any species in the genus Cannabis, including but not limited to Cannabis sativa,
Cannabis indicia, and Cannabis ruderalis. Means all pans ofthe plant ofthe genus cannabis;
the seeds ofthe plant; the resin extracted from any pan ofthe plant; and every compound,
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, the seeds of the plant, or
the resin extracted from any part of the plant.

Medlcal Mar[uana: A product intended for human consumption or use which contains
cannabinoid concentrate containing, derived from, or containing a derivative of MarUuana in
any form, lncluding but not limited to plants, seeds, and resins or any Medical Maruuana
Product.

Medlcat Marljuana Cultlvatlon and/or Manufacturlng Faclllt)r: An entity registered with the
North Dakota Department of Health to acquire, possess, cultivate, or transpon Medical
Maruuana for the purpose of manufacturing Medical Marijuana or for the delivery supply, or
sale of Medical Marijuana to a Medical Marijuana Dispensary.

Medical Marijuana Dlspcnsary: An entity reglstered with the North Dakota Department of
Health under this chapter to acquire, possess, store, deliver, transfer, transport, sell, supply, or
dispense Medical MarUuana or related products and educational materials to a Medical
Marijuana Qualifying Patient or Medlcal MarUuana Registered Designated Careglver.

Mcdical Marijuana Compasslon Ccnter: A manufacturing facility or dispensary, any facility
engaged in the cultivation, manufacturing, acquiring, possession, storage, dellvery, transfer,
transport, sale, supply, or dispensing of Medical Marijuana or related products to a Medlcal
Marijuana Qualifying Patient or Medical MarUuana Registered Designated Caregiver, including
but not limited to a Medical Marijuana Cultivation and/or Manufacturing Facility and a
Medical Marijuana Dispensary.

Medlcal Mar[uan. Reglstcred Dcslgnated Careglvcr: An individual who ls registered with
the Nonh Dakota Department of Health who agrees to manage the well-being of a Medlcal
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Marijuana Qualifying Patient with respect to the Medical MarUuana Qualifying Patient's
medical use of Marijuana.

Medlcal Mar[uana Quallfylng Patlent: A person who has been diagnosed with a debilitating
medical condltion by a physician licensed to practice medlcine in the State of North Dakota
and who has in that person's possession a current, valid photo identification issued by the
State of North Dakota or the United States of America and a current, valid document issued by
the North Dakota Depanment of Health to that person and authorizing that person to possess

and use Medical Marijuana.

5.8.5 Annual Permit Fee

As authorized by the Eoard of County Commissioners the Zoning Administrator is to establish
an annual permit fee to offset costs associated with policing, site lnspections, monitoring,
storage of media, and/or regulating medical marUuana facilities involved in the cultivation,
propagation, manufacturing, processing, refining, distrlbution, delivery, supply, sale or
handling of Medical Marijuana.

5.8.6 Conditional Use Permit Requirements

ln addition to the requirements applicable to all Conditional Use Permit applications, an
application for a Conditional Use Permit for a Medical MarUuana Compassion Center must
include the following:

A. Proof of lnsu rance

B. List of all persons and entities with an ownershlp lnterest in the compassion center
including all shareholders that hold any share in stock in the compassion center.

C. A security plan depicting the location and configuration of security cameras and
surveillance equipment.

D. A complete description of the products and services to be produced or sold by the
Medical Marijuana Compassion Center.

E. A notarized statement acknowledging that the applicant understands applicable federal
laws, any guidance or directives issued by the U.5. Department of Justice, the laws of the
State of Nonh Dakota and the laws and regulations of the county applicable thereto
concerning the operation of a Medical Marijuana Compassion Center. The written
statement shall also acknowledge that any violation of any laws or regulations of the State
of North Dakota or of the county, or any activity in violation of any guidance or directives
issued by the U.S. Depaftment of Justlce, in such place of business, or in connection
therewith, or the commencement of any legal proceeding relating to such Medical
Marijuana Compassion Center by federal authorities, may render the license subject to
immediate suspension or revocation.

F. A notarized statement that the applicant will hold harmless, indemnify, and defend the
county against all claims and litigation arising from the issuance of license and/or a

Conditional Use Permit including any claims and litigation arising from the compassion
center, operation or ownership of the Medical Marijuana compasslon center.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-40
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G. A notarized acknowledgement that the applicant is seeking a Medical MarUuana

Compassion Center Conditional Use Permit and understands that each person and entlty
with an ownership interest must be found suitable to hold such license by the county
commission prior to the issuance of the Conditional Use Permit; that the applicant
understands and acknowledges that the burden of proving qualifications to receive such a

Conditional Use Permit is at all times on the applicant; that the granting of a Conditional
Use Permit for a Medical Marijuana Compassion Center is at the discretion of the county
commission; and that the applicant agrees to abide by the decision of the county
commission.

E. The Planning Director may requlre additional plans, documents or other informatlon prior
to deeming the application complete.

F. A Medical Maruuana Compassion Center Conditional Use Permit shall be reviewed
annually by the county commlssion for renewal.

G. lf the State of North Dakota or its electorate repeals the Compassionate Care Act or the act
is otherwise declared void, all Medical Marijuana Compassion Center Conditional Use

Permits issued by the county commission will be deemed to have immediately expired.

H. A Conditional Use Permit for a Medical Marijuana facility shall only be considered ln an
industrial zoning district. ln all other zoning districts a medlcal marijuana facility will be
considered a prohibited use.

l. Provide a letter of credit as stipulated in Section 6.1 2. The letter of credit shall be in place

to ensure site restoration. The letter of credit sha ll be the sum equal to the total cost of
reclamation as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estimate provided by a
North Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County Commissioners or
designee.

5.8.7 lnsuronceRequirements

A. The minimum amount of third-person insurance coverage for a Medical Marijuana
Compassion Center shall be one million dollars (S1,000,000) per occurrence, two million
dollars (S2,000,000) general aggregate for bodily injury and property damage arising out
of licensed activities and one million dollars (51,000,000) products and completed
operations aggregate, commercial automobile coverage in a minimum of one million
dollars (S1,000,000) and excess llability in a mlnimum of three million dollars (53,000,000).

B. Addltlonal lnsured: The County shall be named as an additional insuredonall general
liability, umbrella, and excess lnsurance policies required under this section. All insurance
policies required under this section shall be primary over any other valid and collectible
insurance.
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5.8.8 Development Standords

A. Gencra!: Each Medlcal Marijuana Compassion Center must be located in a separate,
permanent, stand-alone structure and have a minimum six (6) foot height perimeter chain
link fence encompassing the parcel boundary.

8. Setbacks:

1 , Each Medical Marijuana Compassion Center must be located a minimum of 2,640
feet from a public or private preschool, kindergarten, elementary secondary or
high school, Public Park public community center, dependent care facility,
homeless shelter, youth center, or place of worship. The distance shall be
measured from the exterior fence of the Medical Marijuana Compassion Center to
the property line of the protected use.

2. Each Medical Maruuana Compassion Cente(s) must be located a minimum of
2,640 feet from any residential district, or any residential dwelling, trailer,
recreational vehicle or recreational district. The distance shall be measured from
the exterior fence ofthe Medical MarUuana Compassion Center to the property line
or dwelling of the protected use.

C. Hours: No Medical Marijuana Dispensary shall have operating hours earlier than 8:00 AM
or later than 7:00 PM.

D. Securlty:

I . The entire perimeter of a Medical Marijuana Compassion Center structure must be
well lit (minimum I candle foot) to prevent concealment in shadows around the
structure for a minimum of 15 feet around each structure that is part of the Medical
Marijuana Compassion Center. Further, everything within the fenced area shall
have 24-hour surveillance cameras depicting the entire exterior of the Compassion
Center as well as cameras at the property entrance depicting vehicles and license
plates of each vehicle entering the parking lot.

2, All surveillance camera locations and surveillance recording equipment including
specifications must be approved by the County Sheriff.

E. Parklng:

I . Each Medical Marijuana Dispensary shall have at least 1 parking space per 250
square feet of structure.

2. Each Medical Marijuana cultivation and/or Manufacturing Facility shall have at
least 1 parking space for every '1,000 square of plant cultivation area and 1 parking
space for each 250 square feet of all other areas of the structure.

F. Wlth the exception of the speciflc Medical Maruuana Compassion Center approved as pan
of a Conditlonal Use Permit, no other activity may occur within the facility or land parcel.

G. No outdoor storage on-site shall be permitted.

H. No drive-through, drive-up, or walk-up facilities shall be permitted.

Supplemental Use Regu lation s 5-42
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l. Emlsslons: Each Medical Marijuana Compassion Center must ensure there is no emission
of dust, fumes, vapors, or odors into the environment.

J. Wlndows3 Windows must remain unobstructed, allowing vlsibility lnto the facility.
Window tint, decals or window signage of any kind shall be strictly prohibited.

K. Annual lnspcctlons Each permittee shall obtain an Inspectlon of the property from the
county zoning Administrator or fire marshal prior to the annual renewal of the conditional
Use Permit.

5.8.9 OtherRequirements

A. Once a Conditional Use Permit is obtained for a Medical MarUuana Compassion Center,
any change in operation ofthe facility or in ownership shall require prior approval ofthe
Board of County Commissioners.

B. Any structure modifications or alterations must be approved by the Zoning Administrator.

5.8,1 0 Serviceability, Exclusions and Exceptions

A. The provisions of this chapter do not waive or modify any other provision of thls Code
with which Medical Marijuana Compassion Center is required to comply. Nothing in this
section is intended to authorize, legalize or permlt the Compassion Center, operation or
maintenance of any facility, structure or use which violates any County ordinance or
statute of the State of North Dakota regarding public nuisances, Medical Marijuana, or any
federal regulations or statutes relating to the use of controlled substances.

B. This chapter shall be null and void if any determination is made, after the adoption of the
Code enacting this chapter, by any coun of competent jurisdiction, that Ch. l9-24, NDCC,
is invalid, or shall be null and void to the extent any portion of such section is held invalid.

C. Should any section, subsection, clause or provision of this chapter for any reason be held
to be invalid or factually unconstitutiona l, such invalidity or u nconstitutionality shall not
affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this chapter, it being
hereby expressly declared that thls chapter, and each and every section, subsection,
sentence, clause and phrase hereof would have been prepared, proposed, approved,
adopted and/or ratified irrespective ofthe fact that any one or more section, subsections,
sentences, clauses or phrases of this chapter be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

5.9 Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion

5.9.1 Purpose

It is the intent of thls Code to promote the health, safety and welfare of the residents and
visitors of the County by regulating and controlling the location and construction of all
Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion in the districts noted in this Code

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-43
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5.9.2 GeneralRequirements

B. A temporary conditional use permit for a Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of
Diversion may only be authorized for a limited period by the Zoning Admlnistrator, not to
exceed one (1) year. A permit extension for a period up to (l ) one year may be granted
with Zoning Administrator approval, unless the original permit expires.

C. No partof aTemporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Pointof Diversion mayconsistof or
cause a permanent impact to land or property.

D. ATemporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Pointof Diversion permit must include proof of a
permit issued by the Nonh Dakota State Water Commission, pursuant to Chapter 6l -04 of
the North Dakota Century Code.

E, The application must also contain a written statement in which the applicant specifies the
iustification for the permit period requested by the applicant.

F. The fee for a Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion permit shall be set by
resolution of the Board of County Commissioners and shall be non-refundable.

G. The zoning Administrator may require the applicant to submit additional items as

deemed necessary.

H. Theapplication foraTemporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Pointof Diversion permit shall
meet all requirements of the Conditional Use permit recited in Section 6.4.

l. The decision by the zoning Administrator will not become final until after a 15 day period
to allow the applicant and or property owner, or any concerned persons to appeal the
decision to the Planning and Zoning Commisslon.

J. lf the Zoning Administrator denies the application for a Temporary Freshwater lndustrial
Use Point of Diversion permit, the applicant may appeal the decision to the Planning and
Zoning Commlssion.

5.9.j ApplicationRequirements

A. State Watcr Pcrmlt: The applicant shall obtain a permit from the Nonh Dakota State
Water Commission, pursuant to Chapter 6l{4 of the North Dakota Century Code.

8. Secretary of State Good Standlng: The applicant shall provide documentation of good
standing with the State of North Dakota, cenified by the Secretary of State, to
demonstrate their record of compliance with all applicable North Dakota laws.

C. Mapr The application shall lnclude a map or aerial photo showing the location of the
water source, associated pipeline route(s), and any above-ground tanks or heaters.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-44
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A. Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion is hereby designated as a

Temporary Use that may be authorized in any Zoning District in accordance with the
terms and conditions listed hereinafter.
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D. Appllcatton Fa.: A non-refundable processing fee approved by resolution ofthe Board of
County Commissioners.

E. Othcr ltems: The Zoning Administrator may require the applicant to submlt addltional
Items as deemed necessary.

5.9.4 SubsequentTemporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion Applicotion for
Same Point of Diversion

A. lf an applicanthas been lssued, within the previous twelve (12) months, a Temporary
Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion permit for the same specific point of
diversion, the applicant may request a new Temporary Freshwater Point of Diversion
permit for that same point of diversion. The application must meet all requirements of the
Conditional Use permlt recited ln Section 6.4, with the exception of the notiflcation of
adjacent property owners as provided within Section 6.4.

B. The application must also contain a written statement ln which the applicant specifies the
Justification for the permit period requested by the applicant.

C. The fee for a subsequent Temporary Freshwater Industrial Use Point of Diversion permit
shall be set by resolution ofthe Board ofCounty Commissioners and shall be non-
refundable.

D. The Zoning Administrator may require the applicant to submit additional ltems as

deemed nec€ssary.

E. Upon the submission and review of the application under Subsection C, the Zoning
Administrator may issue a Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion Permit
for a period not to exceed twelve (12) months.

F. The decision bytheZoning Adminlstrator will notbecomefinal until after a l5 day period
to allow the applicant and or property owner, or any concerned persons to appeal the
decision to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

G. lf the Planning and Zoning Commission denies the application for the Temporary
Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion permit, the applicant may appeal the decision
to the Board of County Commissioners.

5.1O Temporary Freshwater !ndustria! Use Water Lines

5.10.1 Definition

Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines means all above-ground pipelines, pumps,
and water storage tanks in place for a temporary period not to exceed one (1) year.

Supplemental Use Regulation s 5-45
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5.10.2 Zoning

Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Water Lines are hereby designated as a Temporary Use

that may be authorlzed in any Zoning District in accordance with the terms and conditions of
thls section.

5.1 0.3 Applicotion Requirements

A. State Water Pcrmlt: The applicant shall obtaina permit from the North Dakota State
Water Commlssion, pursuant to Chapter 61-04 ofthe North Dakota Century Code.

B. Secret!ry of State Good Standlng: The applicant shall provide documentation of good
standing with the State of North Dakota, certified by the Secretary of State, to
demonstrate their record of compliance with all applicable North Dakota laws.

C. Map: The application shall include a map or aerial photo showing the location of the
water source, pipeline route, and any above.ground tanks or heaters.

D. Easemcnts: The applicant shall provide documentation of all easements established for
the purpose of lnstalling temporary water lines on others' property. Names and contact
information for participating landowners shall be provided.

E. Rlght-of-way Access Agreementi3 lf any portion of the tem porary water lines are placed
within the right-of-way for a State or Federal highway, the applicant shall provide a copy
ofthe access permit obtained from the North Dakota Department of Transportation
(NDDOT).

'l, Temporary water lines may be placed within the right-of-way for County roads,
pursuant to a road access agreement established by Mountrail County Road and
Bridge. A written copy of this agreement shall be included In the application.

2. lf the project impacts another political subdivlsion's road, the application shall
include written approval from the applicable political subdivision.

3. Temporary water lines may be placed within section-line right of way as granted by
the North Dakota Century Code, subject to approval by the County or whichever
,urisdiction is applicable.

F. Appllcatlon Fcc: A non-refundable processing fee approved by resolution of the Board of
County Commissioners.

G. Other ltems: The Planning and Zoning Commission and/or the Zoning Administrator may
require the appllcant to submit additional items as deemed necessary.

5.10.4 Procedure

A. T€mporary Use Proccas: Application review, permitting, and appeal procedures shall
follow the Temporary Use process established in Section 6.6 of this Code.

Supplemental Use Regulations s-46
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B. Appeal: lf the Planning and Zoning Commission denies the application for a Temporary
Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion permit, the applicant may appeal the decision
to the Board of County Commissioners.

5.1 1 Storage of Construction Materials
Storage of construction materials such as lumber, steel, concrete blocks, or pipe, is permitted
in the Commercial and lndustrial Districts, provided that these materials are enclosed by a
wall or fence not less than five (5) feet tall or stored in an enclosed structure.

Supplemental Use Regulations 5-47
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Article 6. Administration and Enforcement

6.1 .l Planning ond Zoning Commission

A. Authorlty and Dutles:

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have the following duties:

L Conduct inspections of structure for compliance with the Land Development Code
and other applicable codes or ordinances.

2. Maintain records of the regulations and permits.

3, lnterpret district boundaries on the zoning dlstrict map.

4. Establish rules, regulations and procedures for the purpose of administering this
Code.

5. Upon request, report on the following to the county commissioners: All complalnts
stemming from this Land Development Code; zoning violations; applications for
amendments; applications for conditional uses; and applications for variances.

6. The Planning and zoning Commission may request the county commissioners to
officially appoint a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission to act as
Zoning Administrator and conduct the business of the Planning and Zoning
Commisslon from the above.mentioned duties.

7, Conduct public hearings on conditional use permits, variance permits, ordinance
amendments, and any other business penaining to the Land Development Code
which requires a public hearing

8, The chair of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall sign plats in conformance
with the requirements of this Code.

6.1 .2 County Commissioners

For the purpose of this Code, the county commissioners are hereby designated as the Board
of Adjustment.

A. Authorlty, Dutle3, and Appeals:
'I . Any person who feels they have been aggrieved by a decision of any offlcial,

depanment or board ofthe county may petition for a hearing to the county
commissioners.

2. The appeal shall be presented in writing to the county commissioners and lt shall
specify the grounds for appeal.

3. The hearing shall be held within a reasonable tlme of the filing of the appeal.

4. Within fifteen (1 5) days after the hearing, the county commissioners shall take
action and send their decision by registered mailto the petitioner.

Administration and Enforcement 6-l

6.1 Duties
The administration and enforcement of this Code is hereby invested in the Planning and
Zoning Commission and County Commissioners, Mountrail County, North Dakota.
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5, lt requires a concurring vote of three (3) to reverse any order, requirement or
decision made by any official, department or board of the county.

6.2 Building Permit

A. No land within theJurisdiction of thls Code shall be built upon and no structure shall be
structurally altered or moved until a permit has been obtained from the Planning and
Zoning Commission.

l. Ex€mptlonr All unoccupied structures in the Agricultural Districtshall beexempt
from the requirements of this section.

B. Any building permit issued must be in accordance with this Code.

C. No permit is required for maintenance of any structure which does not structurally alter
the structure.

D. lf no construction takes place in a year from the lssuance of a building permit, the permit
shall expire.

E. The building permlt process is outlined below:

1. All applicants who wish to build or alter any structure as defined in this Code must
apply to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a permit.

2. lf the applicant's plans meet district regulations as prescribed in this Code, the
Planning and Zoning Commission or designated zoning Administrator collects the
fees and issues the building permit if applicable.

3. lf the applicant's plans do not comply with dlstrict regulations, the amendment,
variance, conditional use or the appeals procedures shall be implemented.

6.3 Amendments
A. Should the need arise for an amendment to the Land Development Code or zoning

district map, the applicant submits a proposed zonlng change for consideration by the
Planning and Zoning Commlssion (the Planning and Zoning Commission ltself may wish
to change the Code text or map). A non-refundable appllcation fee approved by the
County Board of Commissioners shall be submitted with an application to the Zoning
Administrator.

B. The Planning and Zoning Commission will publish a notice for a public hearing in the
official county newspaper once a we€k for two (2) successive weeks prior to the set time
for said hearlng. A notice shall also be posted in a conspicuous public structure,

C. lf the zoning map is proposed to be changed, the applicant must notify by certifled mail,
return receipt request adjoining property owners at least fifteen (15) days prior to the
public hearing. Adjacent property owners are all property owners fronting or within one-
half (1/21mile of the propeny in question. Exceptions include the following:

1. Where the subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mall
written notification of the proposed development to propeny owners within the
lncorporated area located wlthin three hundred (300) feet ofthe subject site.

Administration and Enforcement 6-2
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2. All zoning map proposals impacting the Recreation District (changing to
Recreation or change from Recreation to another district) shall include notification
of all adjoining property owners within three hundred (300) feet from the property
in question.

D. At the hearing, the applicant and/or a representative must be ln attendance and present
the proposal for amending the Land Development Code or zonlng map. Also, at the
hearing the public may comment and the adJacent property owners may state their
opinions for the record.

E. The Planning and Zoning Commission then presents its findings and recommendations to
the County Commissioners. A second public hearing ls held by the County
Commissioners. The County Commission will publish a notice for a public hearing in the
official county newspaper once a week for two (2) successive weeks prior to the set time
for said hearlng. The County Commissioners may either approve or disapprove the
amendment to the Land Development Code or zoning map. lf the county commissioners
disapprove, the applicant may appeal to a court of law.

F. lf there is a protest to the amendment by more than twenty (20) percent of the adjacent
property owners, a three-fifths vote of approval is required by the County Commissioners
prior to passing the amendment.

G. lf an amendment that has been approved has not been filed of record with the Mountrail
County Recorder within 120 days from the approval ofthe amendment by the Mountrail
County Board of County Commissioners, the amendment granted in accordance with this
section shall expire and be null and void.

B. Applications for conditional use permits shall be submitted in writing in the same manner
as for an amendment to the Land Development Code. Upon receipt of such application, a

time and date shall be set for the hearing on such application before the Planning and
Zoning Commission Board and notice of such hearing shall be published In the official
newspaper ofthe County once a week for two (2) successive weeks prior to the set time
for said hearing. The applicant is responsible for notifying the adjacent property owners
by certified mail, return receipt request at least fifteen (15) days prior to the public hearing
and providing proofof such notification to the Zoning Administrator before action can be
taken by the Planning and Zoning Commission. ln unincorporated areas, the property
owners of record within one.half (l/2) mile of the subject propeny shall be notified in
writing by the applicant of proposed development. Exceptions include the following:

6-3

455 088

6.4 Conditional Use

A. A conditional use may be approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission only after
finding that such conditional use would not be detrimental to the Comprehensive Plan,

the purposes ofthis code, the surrounding property inhabited residences in the
surrounding area. A conditional use permit shall state the terms and conditions of the
permit which may include, but is not limited to, conditions that will further the
Comprehensive Plan and the purposes of this regulation and will minimize any adverse
impact upon the surrounding propeny and inhabited residences in the surrounding area.

Administration and Enforcement
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L Where the subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mail
written notification of the proposed development to property owners withln the
incorporated area located within three hundred (300) feet ofthe subject site.

2. All conditional use permit proposals in the Recreation District shall include
notification of all adjoining property owners within three hundred (300) feet from
the property in question.

C. At the hearing the applicant and/or a representative must be in attendance at the meeting
and present the proposal for the conditional use permit.

D. The application for a conditional usepermitshall be in writing and shall bemadebythe
owner of the property for which the conditlonal use permit is sought. The application shall
be signed by the owner of the property and the applicant (if different) and shall be
accompanied by a non-refundable fee approved by resolution of the Board of County
Commissioners.

E. An application for a conditional use permit shall be consldered within one ('l ) year of the
final action of the Planning and Zoning Commission upon a prior application of the same
owner concerning the same use or the same structures on the same land.

F. Every application for a conditional useshall lnclude:

l. Complete application with slgnature from the owner and applicant, if different.

2. A scaled or engineered site plan showing:

a. Legal dlmensions of the tract to be used.

b. Location ofall structures and all existing and proposed improvements,

c. Structure setback from all property lines.

d. Location and type of planting, screening, or walls.

e. A timlng schedule lndicating the anticlpated starting and completion dates
of the development.

f. Names and addresses ofadjacent property owners.

g. Any additional information the Planning and zoning Commission deems
necessary to revlew the application.

3. An accurate legal description of the property and also a speclflc description
including a drawing or diagram, if appropriate, of the proposed use for which the
permit is sought.

4. Payment of any fee requlred under this Code.

G. Before the Planning and Zoning Commission may approve an application for a conditional
use permit, it shallfind that the use for which a conditional use permlt is sought:

1, Has recelved all regulatory and statutory permits and approvals.

2. Meets any other conditions required by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

3, will not affect the health or safety of persons residing or working in the county.

Administration and Enforcement 6-4
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4, will not have a significant impact on the transportation system and complies with
Section I 1-33-18 of state law or as amended.

5, Will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or
lmprovements in the county.

6. will be in accordance with the purposes of this Code and the Rural Development
Plan.

7, The Planning and zoning Commission may issue the conditional use permit
provided that all other provisions of law and ordinances shall be complied with. ln
granting such conditional use permit, the Planning and Zoning Commission may
designate such conditions in connection therewith to assure that the use will
conform to the foregoing requirements and that it will continue to do so.

H. Thelssuanceof a conditional usepermitshall not be deemed to be a change in zoning
and the zoning of the property prior to the conditional use permit shall remain
unchanged. ln the event the use of any property, as permitted by a conditional use permil
is terminated for any reason, the conditional use permit shall expire.

Any conditional use permit granted in accordance with this section shall expire in one
year unless the use authorized by said conditional use permit shall have commenced. The
Plannlng and Zoning Commission may, upon issuance of a conditional use permit,
establish a specific termination date for such permiU the permit may be extended by the
Planning and Zoning Commission upon written application of the owner of the property
provided that such extension is for the same use as specified in the original permit.

J. lf a conditional use permit that has been approved has not been filed of record with the
Mountrail County Recorder within 120 days from the approval of the conditional use
permit by the Mountrail County Board of Planning and Zoning, the conditional use permit
granted in accordance with this section shall expire and be null and void.

6.5 Variance
A. The applicant applies to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a variance along with a

non-refundable application fee approved by the County Board of Commissioners.

B. The Planning and Zoning Commission will publish a notice for a public hearing in the
officlal county newspaper once a week for two (2) successive weeks prior to the set time
for sald hearing.

Admlnistration and Enforcement 6-5

C. The Planning and Zoning Commission must find that the granting of a variance will not
merely serve as a convenience to the applicant but will alleviate some demonstrable or
unusual hardship or difficulty that was not self<reated. The following conditions must also
exist:

'L The property has exceptional, unique or special characteristics different from the
other property, particularly adjacent property.

2. Enforcement of the Code with regard to properties having said characteristics
results in unnecessary and undue hardship.
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3. Granting of a variance would have no adverse effect on the public interest, safety,
health, and welfare.

4, Granting of a variance would have no adverse effect on adjacent property owners.

5. The owner cannot otherwise obtain a reasonable return on the property.

D. Every application for a variance shall include:

I . Complete application with signature from the owner and the applicant, if different

2. A scaled or engineered site plan showing:

a. Legal dimensions of the tract to be used.

b. Location of all structures and all existing and proposed improvements.

c. Structure setback from all property lines.

d. Location and type of existing planting, screenlng or walls.

e. A timlng schedule indicating the anticipated starting and completion dates
of any development.

f. Names and addresses ofadjacent property owners.

g. Explanation and/or description of reason(s) a variance is needed.

h. Any additional information the Planning and Zoning Commission deems
necessary to review the application.

E. The applicant is responsible for notifl/lng the adjacent property owners by certified mail,
return receipt request at least fifteen (15) days prior to the public hearing and providing
proof of such notification to the Zoning Administrator before action can be taken by the
Planning and Zoning Commission. ln unincorporated areas, the property owners of record
within one-half ( l /2) mile of the subject property shall be notified in writlng by the
applicant of the proposed variance application. Exceptions include the following:

l Where the subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mail
written notification of the proposed development to propeny owners within the
incorporated area located within three hundred (300) feet ofthe subject site.

2, All variance proposals in the Recreation District shall include notification of all
adjoining property owners within three hundred (300) feet from the property in
question.

F. lf a variance that has been approved has not been filed of record with the Mountrail
County Recorder within 1 20 days from the approval of the variance by the Mountrail
County Planning and Zoning Commissioner, the variance granted in accordance with this
section shall expire and be null and void.

6.6 Temporary Uses

Administration and Enforcement 6-6
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6.6.1 Purpose

Provisions authorizing temporary uses are intended to permit occasional, temporary uses and
activities consistent with this Code and compatible with other nearby uses.
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6.6.2 Temporary Use Permit

A. Authorlty to Approve: The County Zoning Administrator may authorize certain
temporary uses of property as identified in Section 3.4, and other activitles or uses shall be
considered by the Planning and Zoning Commission as identified in Section 33 to warrant
limitations on duration of use.

B. Temporary Use Permlts Subjoct to Zonlng Admlnlstrator Revlew: Applications shall be
submitted to the Zoning Administrator on a form established by the Zoning Administrator
along with a non-refundable fee approved by resolution ofthe Board ofCounty
Commissioners. Application checklists that detail requirements for a complete application
are established and maintained by the Zoning Administrator. The application shall not be
processed until the application is deemed complete by the Zoning Administrator and the
required fee has been paid. lf the Zoning Administrator determines that the application is

incomplete, the application will be returned to the appllcant along with an explanation of
the application's deficiencies and/or missing information. The applicant shall provide
documentation of landowner approval as part ofthe appllcation. The Zoning
Administrator shall not issue a temporary use permit unless the plans and specifications
conform in all respects to the provisions of this Code.

1. Notice: The applicant is responsible for notifying the adjacent property owners by
certified mail, return receipt request at least fifte€n (15) days after the date the
notices are mailed. ln unlncorporated areas, the property owners of record within
one-half (1 /2) mile of the subject property shall be notified in writing by the
applicant of the proposed temporary use permit. Exceptions include the following:

a. Where the subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mail
written notification of the proposed development to property owners
within the incorporated area located withln three hundred (300) feet ofthe
subject site(s).

b. All proposals in the Recreation District shall include notification of all
adjoining property owners within three hundred (300) feet from the
property/properties In question.

2. The Zoning Administrator cannot consider permit approval until the fifteen ('15)

day notice period has expired.

C. Temporrry Use Permhs SubJect to Plannlng and Zonlng Commlsslon Revlew: The
applicant shall follow the submittal and procedures stipulated in Section 6.4 pertaining to
conditional use permits. Renewals of temporary use permits approved by the Planning
and Zoning Commission may be authorized by the Zoning Administrator upon
compliance with all permit conditions.

6.6.3 ApprovolCriterio

Temporary uses shall satisfy the following criteria:

A. The uses are allowed in the zonlng district of the proposed location.

B. The proposed duration of the use complies with the maximum duration defined ln Article
3.

Administration and Enforcement 6-7
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C. The use will not create a burden on public facilities, utilities, or emergenry services which
serve or are proposed to serve the area.

D. The use will be sufficiently compatible with surrounding land uses that there will be no
deterrence to the use ofadjacent properties. Reasonable restrictions on the hours of
operation, lighting, and noise levels may be defined where appropriate to maintain
compatibility.

E. Adequate measures have been taken to provide lngress and egress, access to public
roads, and on-site parking.

F. Adequate water supply, individual sewage treatment system facilities, erosion control, and
stormwater management are provided in accordance with acceptable standards.

G. Allapplicable permits, licenses, and/or certifications requlred fortheoperation ofthe
temporary use have been acquired.

H. There is a plan in place to return the land to its original condition. Remediation shall be
complete by the date specified on the temporary use permit. Extensions to the
remediation period may be granted by the Planning and Zoning Commission when
completing remediation within the required time creates an extraordinary hardship for
the appllcant, but extensions may not be granted beyond ninety (90) days in total. Provide
a letter of credit as stipulated in Section 6.12. The letter of credit sha ll be in place to ensure
site restoration. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost of reclamation
as estimated by a North Dakota licensed engineer. The estimate provided by a North
Dakota licensed engineer shall be verified by the Board of County Commissioners or
designee.

l. Exceptlon: Where use.specific standards are defined for a temporary use, those standards
shall govern. Such uses include but are not limited to Temporary/Workforce Housing,
Temporary Freshwater lndustrial Use Point of Diversion, and Temporary Freshwater
lndustrial Use Water Lines (See Article 5, Supplemental Use Regulations).

6.6.4 Revocation

A temporary use permit may be revoked if the use ls not in compliance with this Code and/or
the conditlons of the permit.

6.6.6 Timeline to File

lf a temporary use permit subject to Planning and Zoning Commisslon review has been
approved but not filed with the Mountrait County Recorder within 120 days from the approval
of the permit, the permit granted in accordance with this section shall expire and be null and
vold.

Administration and Enforcement

6.6.5 Expirotion

The permlt expires and is void at the end of the term provided on the permit. The Planning
and Zoning Commisslon may grant permit extensions based on compliance with Sectlon 6.7.3
(Approval Criteria).

6-8
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6.7 Certificate of Compliance

A. A cenificate of compliance is required before any structure or land can be occupled which
has been built or structurally altered such that it requires a building permit.

B. The cenlficate of compliance process is outlined below:

I . Upon completion of any work requiring a building permit the County wlll conduct
an inspection to verify terms of the building permit as speclfied in the Land
Development Code.

6.8 Schedule of Non-Refundable Fees

A. D.vclopm€nt Permlttlng F6€s: A non-refundable fee approved by resolution of the
County Commission shall be paid bythe applicant upon filing an application for anyof the
following:

'l , Amendment to the Land Development Code or zoning map

2. Subdivislon of land/proposed plat subject to discretionary review by the Planning
and Zoning Commission and County Commission

3. Subdivlslon of land/proposed plat subJect to admlnistrative review (Admlnistratlve
Subdivision)

4. Exempt subdivision/outlot plat.

5, Request for variance from zoning or subdivision regulations

6. Conditional use permlts

7, Conditional use permits unique to:

a. Anlmal feeding operations

b. Wind energy facilities, utility scale

c. Solar energy facilities, utility scale

d. Landfllls with TENORM disposal

e. Medical marijuana facilities

8. Temporary use permits for uses subject to discretionary review by the Planning
and Zoning Commission and County Commission

9, Temporary use permits unique to:

a. Temporary housing/worKorce housing (minod

b. Temporary housing/workforce housing (major)

c. Temporary freshwater industrial use water lines

'10. Temporary use permlt for uses subject to administrative revlew by the Zoning
Admlnistrator

1 'l . Annual permit fee for the following:

a. Medical marUuana facilities

b. Temporary housing/workforce housing (mlnor)

Administration and Enforcement 6-9
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c. Temporary housing/workforce housing (major)

12. Building permits

13. Demolition Permits

B. Bulldlng Pcrmlt Appllcatlon Fe€: A non-refundable fee approved by resolution of the
County Commission shall be paid prior to receiving the bullding permit. Fee amounts shall
be determined by the estimated current market values of the property.

C. Tlpplng Fcc: Owners of commercial landfills shall pay a non-refundable quarterly tipping
fee, as approved by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners. The fee shall be
paid to a waste disposal impact fund which shall be used to offset the costs attributable to
the administration, enforcement, revieW and monitoring of a commercial waste disposal
site and to provide a source of funds for any other costs attributable to a commercial
landfill lncurred by the public or private entity.

D. Gravet PIt Contractor Letter of Credlt Scale: All contractors performing mineral
exploration and production shall be licensed with Mountrail County to ensure the
contractor's financlal credibility. The letter of credit scale for pit contractors is set by
resolution of the Board of County of Commissioners.

E. Admlnl3trrtlve Appeal Fee: A non-refundable fee approved by resolution of the County
Commission shall be paid prior to processlng and review of any appeal of an
administrative decision.

F. Code Vlolatlon Fee: An administrative fee establlshed by the Board of County
Commlssioners charged to persons in violation with the provisions of this Code,

6.9 Appeal of Administrative Decisions

A. lnt€nt3 Thls sectlon describes the procedure for appeal of any order, requirement,
decislon, or determination made by an adminlstrative official of the County, in the
followlng instances:

I . Relief from decisions made by adminlstrative officials approving or denying
development plans, bullding permlts, temporary use appllcations, or any other
application subject to administrative review.

2. Relief from administrative interpretations involving the meaning and
implementation of this Code.

B. Raght to Appeal: Appeals of administrative decisions may be filed by any aggrieved
person or by any officer, depanment, board, or agency affected by an administrative
decision.

C. Appcal Submlttat: A written appeal shall be submitted to the Planning and Zoning
Commission within thirty (30) days of the date of the administrative decision. Appeal
submittal shall include payment of a fee approved by resolution of the County
Commission. The appeal shall not be processed until the appeal is submitted in writing
and required fee has been paid.

Administration and Enforcement 6-10
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F. Hcarlng Notlce: Once the applicant has furnished all information as requested by the
County, the Planning and Zonlng Commission shall consider the appeal at its next
meeting, provided sufficient notice ofthe meeting has been given and there has been
sufficient time for staff to review the appeal.

'L The Planning and Zoning Commission will publish a notice for a public hearing ln
the official county newspaper once a weekfor two (2) successlve week prior to the
set time for said hearing.

2. The applicant is responsible for notifying the adjacent property owners by certified
mail, return receipt request at least fifteen (15) days prior to the public hearing and
providing proof of such notification to the Zonlng Administrator before action can
be taken by the Planning and Zoning Commisslon. ln unincorporated areas, the
property owners of record within one-half (1/2) mile of the subject property shall
be notified in writlng bythe applicant ofthe proposed appeal. Exceptions include
the followlng:

a. Where the subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mail
written notification of the proposed development to property owners
within the Incorporated area located withln three hundred (300) feet ofthe
subject site.

b. All appeals that may impact the Recreation District shall lnclude notification
of all adjolning property owners within three hundred (300) feet from the
property in question.

G. Publlc Hearlng: The Planning and Zoning Commission shall conduct a public hearing to
affirm or amend the administrative decision. The public hearing may be continued at
successive meetings, lf necessary. Successive meetings shall be exempt from meeting
notification requirements, provided the continuance is set for a specific date and time,
which is announced at the public hearing.

H. R€vlew Crlterla: An appeal shall be sustained only if the Planning a nd Zoning
Commission finds that the administrative official erred in their interpretation or
apptication ofthe Land Development Code. Each decision ofthe Planning and Zoning
Commission shall be accompanled by written flndings of fact specifying the reasoning for
the decision. These findings shall be filed in the office of the Zoning Administrator within
fifteen (15) days of the final action.

Administration and Enforcement 6-r 1

D. Effect of Appeat Submlttal: The submission of an appeal stays all proceedings in
funherance ofthe action appealed, unless the official whose decision is being appealed
certifies to the Planning and Zoning Commission, after the appeal is filed, that, because of
facts stated in the certification, a stay would cause immediate peril to life or property, ln
such case, proceedings shall not be stayed other than by a restraining order which may be
granted by the Planning and Zoning Commission or by a court of record.

E. Appeal Revlew: The Planning and Zoning Commission shall prepare a report that
provides applicable documents relating to the appealed decision and a response to the
appeal that describes the lssue.
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6.1O Penalties

A. Mountrall County may lnstitute any appropriate action:

l. To prevent such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair,
conversion, maintenance, or use.

2. To restrain, correct, or abate such violations.

3. To prevent the occupancy of the building, structure, or land.

4. To prevent any illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or about such premises.

B. Further, anyone who violates the provisions of this Code or fails to comply with any of lts
requirements shall be charged an administrative fee(s) as established by the Board of
County Commissloners. Mountrall County may institute any appropriate action or
proceedings for the collection of said fee.

C. All fees and penalties established bythisCodeshall be credited to the General Fundof
Mountrail County, North Dakota.

6.1 1 Nonconforming Uses

A. Lawful, nonconforming uses of land or structures existing at the date of adoption of these
regulations may continue provided no structural alterations, except for normal
maintenance, are made and such nonconforming uses shall be extended to occupy a

greater area of land than occupied at the time of adoption.

B. No structure where a nonconforming use has been discontinued for a period of two (2)

years or has changed to a permined use shall agaln be devoted to a nonconforming use.

C. A nonconforming structure destroyed or damaged less than 50 percent of its fair market
value may be reconstructed within one (l) year of such casualty. lf damaged more than 50
percent of its fair market value, such structure shall be reconstructed in conformance with
these regulations.

D. The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to conditional uses.

6.1 2 Letter of Credit

A. Letters of credit from financial institutions are the only acceptable instrument allowed by
Mountrail County to provide financial assurance of project improvements and site
restoration.

Administration and Enforcement 6-12

L FurthGr App€.|: A decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission on an adminlstrative
appeal may be further appealed to the County Commission within thirty (30) days of the
Planning and Zoning Commission's final action. A decision of the County Commission
may be appealed to the District Court.
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B. The applicant must furn ish the County with a letter of credit from a fi nancial institution
providing authorization and guarantee that the County may draw on the applicant's
account, amounts not to exceed the required financial guarantee.

C. Each letter of credit shall be provided in a form acceptable to the Zoning Administrator.

D. The letter of credit shall extend at least six (6) months beyond the expiration dateofthe
anticipated project completion date.

E. The letterof creditshall be irrevocable and shall provide for sixty (60) days' notice to the
County and approval of any change, amendment, or termination.

F. The letter of credit shall be accepted as a financlal guarantee only after review and
approval by the Zonlng Adminlstrator and States Attorney.

6.13 Road Hau! Agreement

A. Purpose: To complete some projects, it may be necessary for the contractor to utilize a

portion ofthe Mountrail County roadway system (roads under theJurisdiction of any
political subdivision) for the conveyance of construction equipment and materials to an
extent that clearly exceeds normal roadway use. Excess loads may cause damage to
County or other political subdivision roads. A road haul agreement insures County and
other political subdivision roads against potential damage.

B. Authorlty: For roads underthe jurisdiction ofthe County, the Mountrail County Road &
Bridge Department is hereby authorized to require a road haul agreement with the
contractor when hauling operations are expected to generate damage to any roads under
county jurisdictlon that would clearly exceed damage resulting from normal roadway
usage. Such damage may occur in the form of rutting, loss of gravel, damage to subgrade,
damage to pavement, damage to drainage structures, etc. The agreement may also cover
impacts related to dust generation caused by additional traffic generation from the
subject operation. lf roads are included in the agreement that are not under the
.iurisdiction of the Counry consent from the applicable political subdivision must be
included.

C. Agreement Each agreement shall specify the contractor and primary haul routes to be
used on an annual basis, including the origin and destination of each haul route. The term
of the agreement shall match the term of the corresponding conditional use permit and
shall be amended to match any amendments to the conditional use permit.

D. County Dutles: Mountrail County Road & Bridge shall conduct a pre.haul inspection to
record the existing quality of proposed haul roads under County jurisdiction. The pre-haul
lnspection will include photographs and description of objective crlteria to document the
condition of haul roads prior to hauling activity.

Administration and Enforcement 6-r3

G. The financial lnstitution issuing the letter of credit shall be insured by the Federal
Depository lnsurance Corporation of the Federal Savings and Loan lnsurance Corporatlon.
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E. Contractor Dutles3 The contractor shall abide by all cond itions agreed upon in the road
haul agreement. The contractor shall take steps to ensure all roads are restored to a
condition as good or better as recorded in the pre.haul inspection. This includes but is not
limited to, condition of pavement, gravel, subgrade, shoulders, culverts, bridges, and other
structures. Regular dust control activities may also be reguired.

6.14 Applicant and Property Owner(s) in Good Standing

Administration and Enforcement 6-14

A. Requlrement: A property owner and an applicant for any application pursuant to this
Code shall be ln "good standing' where the property owner, the applicant, and any legal
entity the applicant has a financial interest in or a buslness affiliation with, are:

I . Current in the payment of all monies owed to the political subdivision, including,
but not limited to:

a, Property taxes.

b. Permit fees, including any plannlng and zoning permits, building permits,
or building code and inspection fees.

c. Liens placed on properties.

2. Not ln breach of any contractual obligation with all political subdivisions.

3. Not ln violation of any County code requirement.

4. The applicant shall provide documentation of good standing with the State of
North Dakota, certlfied by the secretary of State, to demonstrate their record of
compliance wlth all applicable Nofth Dakota laws.
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Article 7. Subdivision Regulations
7.1 General Provisions

7.1.1 Purpose

Subdivision Regulations are adopted for the following purposes:

A. To protect and provide for the public health, safery and general welfare of the County

B, To preserve land ln tracts large enough for viable agricultural operations.

C. To protect and conserve the value of land throughout the County, the value of structures
and improvements upon the land, and to minimize the conflicts among the uses of land
and structures.

D. To provide the most beneflcial relationship between the uses of land and structures and
the circulation of traffic throughout the County.

E. To establish reasonable standards of design and procedures for subdivislons and re'
subdivlslons, ln order to further the orderly layout and use of land and to ensure proper
legal descriptions and monumentlng of subdivlded land.

F. To prevent the pollution of air, streams, and wetlands; to ensure the adequacy of drainage
facilities; to protect underground water resources and to encourage the wise use and
management of natural resources ln order to preserve the integrlty, stability, and beauty
of the County.

G. To promote cooperation between the County and other political subdivisions in the
administratlon of this Resolution.

H. To require new subdivisions to provide financial support for infrastructure improvements
that are necessary to support new growth.

7.1 .2 Plotting Authotity

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall serve as the platting authority for the County's
area ofjurisdiction ln accordance with Nofth Dakota State Century Code Chapters I l-33 and
I 1-33.2, as may be amended. No plat or replat shall be filed or accepted for filing by the Office
of the County Recorder unless adopted by a majority vote of voting members present of the
Planning and Zoning Commission approving such plat or replat or their authorized
representative.

7.1 .3 Policy

A. lt is hereby declared to be the policy of the County to consider the subdivision of land and
the subsequent development of the plat as subject to the control of the County pursuant

Subdivision Regulations 7-1
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to the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan for the orderly, planned, efficient and
economical development of the County.

B. Land to be subdivided shall be of such character that it can be used safely for structure
purposes without danger to health from fire, flood, or other menace. Land shall not be
subdivided unless proper provisions have been made for drainage, storm water
management, wetland protection, potable water, domestic waste water, streets, and
capital improvements such as schools, parks, recreation facilities, transportation facllities,
storm water improvements, and any other necessary improvements,

C. Each lot created under the provisions of this Resolution must be suitable in its natural
state for the proposed use with minimal alteration. Suitability analysis shall consider
susceptibility to flooding, existence of wetlands, soil and rock formations with severe
limitations for development, severe erosion potential, steep topography, inadequate
water supply or sewage treatment capabilities, or any other feature of the natural land
likely to be harmful to the health, safety, or welfare of future residents of the proposed
subdivision or of the County.

7.1.4 Restrictions on Recording ond Building Permits

No subdivision shall be entitled to be recorded in the office ofthe County Recorder, nor shall
It have any validity unless approved under the provisions of this Code. The County shall not
lssue building permlts for any structure on any lot in a subdivision that has not received final
approval pursuant to this Code.

7.1 .5 Compliance with Mountroil County Comprehensive Plan, Land Development Code,

ond Officiol Map

No subdivision of land shall conflict with the provisions of the Mountrail County
Comprehensive Plan, Land Development Code, or Official Maps.

7.1.6 Fees

The fees for all applications and for all permits shall be established by the County Commission
by resolution. The acceptance of all applications, lssuance of permitt or recording of any plat
shall not occur until a complete application has been filed and the appropriate fees have been
paid.

7.2 General Provisions for the Subdivision of Land

A. All subdivisions of land shall be platted unless the land falls under the exempt division of
land as defined in Section 7.6. All subdlvisions of land which are not an exempt divlsion of

Subdivision Regulations 7-2

D. The existing and proposed public improvements shall conform to and be properly related
to the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan. lt ls intended that these regulations shall
supplement and facilitate the enforcement ofthe provisions and standards contained in
the Building Code, the Land Development Code, and the Mountrail County
Comprehensive Plan.

7.2.1 PlattingRequired
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land shall be regulated by this Code and shall be platted in accordance with the
procedures of Sections 7.3 and 7.4.

B. whenever any subdivision of land is proposed, regardless of whether the land has been
previously subdivided; before any contract ls made for the sale of any pan thereof; and
before any permit for the erection of a structure on such proposed subdivision shall be
granted; the subdividing owner or his authorized agent shall receive final approval and
meet the requirements of this Section.

7.2.2 Boord of Adjustmenwarionces

A. The Planning and Zoning Commisslon shall serve as the County Board of Adjustment
since the North Dakota Century Code does not specifically address the Board of
Adjustment as it pertains to County Government. Therefore the structure and duties are
spelled out in the Administration section of the County Land Development Code.

B. A plat or subdivision shall not be approved where a variance will subsequently be
requlred ln order to use the lots for their intended use. But, where the Planning and
Zoning Commission finds that extraordlnary hardships or practical difficulties may result
from strict compliance with these regulations and/or the purposes of these regulations
may be serviced to a greater extent by an alternative proposal, the Planning and Zonlng
Board may approve variances from these subdlvision regulations, provided that such
variances shall not have the effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of this Section, the
Land Development Code, or the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan, and further
provided the Plannlng and Zoning Commission shall not approve or disapprove variances
unless it shall make findings based upon the evidence presented in each specific case that:

1 . The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public safety, health, or
welfare or injurious to other property.

C. The conditions upon which the request for variance is based are unique to the property
for which the variance is sought and are not applicable generally to other property.

D. Because of the panicular physical surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the
specific property involved, a particular hardship to the owner would result, as

distinguished from a mere inconvenience, if the strict letter ofthis Section is carried out.

E. Procedure:

PreAppllcatlon Meetlng: Prior to submittal of a variance application, the property
owner may submit a sketch plan and meet with the Zoning Administrator to
discuss the variance application. Through the pre-application, the Zoning
Administrator will summarize the information requirements and issues related to
the specific variance request.

F. The property owner applying for a variance shall submit to the Zoning Administrator a

completed variance application stating the hardship present, and provide all other
information required by the Zoning Administrator. The application shall be completed
when the applicant has complied with the following requirements:

Subdivision Regulations 7-3
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'I . A written and/or graphlc description of the variance request including an
explanation ofthe reason the variance is required, the hardship involved, why it is
unique to this property, potential impact on development and surrounding
property and compliance with the Rural Development Plan / Use Plan and the Land
Development Code.

2. Supponing information described by the Zoning Administrator during the pre'
application meeting and required by other sections of this Section including, but
not limited to, covenants, deed restrictions, or other legal provisions necessary to
guarantee the full achievement of the plan.

3. Applications must be accompanied by a fee established by the County
Commission.

G. Upon receipt of a complete application, the Zoning Administrator sha ll preparea report
and refer the application to the Planning and zoning Commission and the appropriate
political subdivision for consideration.

H. The application shall be reviewed bythe Board of the political subdivision. A written
recommendation for application approval or denial from the Board may be forwarded to
the Zoning Administrator. Recommendations received by the Zoning Administrator will
be forwarded to the Planning and Zoning Commission for their consideration of the
application.

l. The Plannlng and Zoning Commission and Zoning Administrator shall have the authorlty
to request additional information from the applicant concernlng a variance. Failure ofthe
applicant to supply all necessary supportive information may be grounds for denial of the
request.

J. The applicant or his representative shall appear before the Planning and Zoning
Commission in order to answer questions concerning the proposed variance.

K. A pu blic hearing on the application sha ll be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission
Notice of the time, place and purpose of the hearing shall be published once each week
for two consecutive week in the official newspaper ofthe county. ln unlncorporated
areas, the propeny owners of record within one.half (l /2) mile of the subject propeny
shall be notified in writing by the applicant of the proposed variance application. Where
the subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mail written notification
of the proposed variance to property owners within the incorporated area located within
two hundred (200) feet of the subject site. The failure to give mailed notice to individual
property owners or defects in the notice shall not lnvalidate the proceedings, provided a

bona fide attempt to comply has been made.

L. The applicant or his representative shall appear before the Plannlng and Zoning
Commlsslon in order to answer questions concerning the proposed variance.

M. The Planning and Zoning Commission must take action on a completed application within
a reasonable timeframe.

7-4Subdivision Regulations
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N. A copy of any order issued by the Planning and Zoning Commission acting upon an
appeal from an order, requirement, or decision or determination by an administrative
official, or a request for a variance, shall be filed with the office of the County Auditor. The
order issued by the Planning and Zoning Commission shall include the legal description of
the property involved. The Zoning Administrator shall be responsible for the document
recording requirements of this Section and shall maintain records ofthe variance request.

O. A copy of any order issued by the Cou nty Commission acting upon an appeal from an
order, requirement, or decision or determination by an administrative official, or a request
for a varlance, shall be filed with the Office of the County Planning and Zoning
Depanment. The order issued by the County Commission shall include the legal
description of the property involved. The Zoning Administrator sha ll malntain records of
the variance request.

P. Avarianceshall expire one (1) yea r from the date of issuance if the variance is not utilized.
No application for a variance shall be resubmitted for a period of one year from the date of
an order of denial.

Q. lf necessary, an extension of a variance shall be requested in writing and filed with the
Zoning Administrator at least thirty (30) days before the expiration date of the original
variance. The request for extension shall state facts showing a good faith attempt to utilize
the variance in the allowed one (1) year. Upon receipt of a request for variance extension,
zoning Administrator shall review the request and make a decision to grant or deny the
extension based on the informatlon submitted. At staffs discretion, the request may be
referred to the Planning and zoning Commission. No extension shall be for more than one
(1) year, after which if the variance is not utilized the variance would become void. ln no
case shall more than one variance extension be approved for an individual variance
request.

7.2.3 PremotureSubdivisions

Any plat and/or development deemed premature pursuant to the criteria listed below shall
be denled by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

A. Establlshlng Premature Subdlvlslons: A subdivision may be deemed premature should
any of the provisions whlch follow exist:

1 . Lack of Adequate Dr.ln.g€: A condition of inadequate drainage shall be deemed
to exist if:

a. Surface or subsurface water retention and runoff is such that it constitutes a
hazard resulting in flooding, loss of lifq property damage, or other losses.

b. The proposed subdivision will cause pollution of water bodies or damage to
other natural resources.

c. The proposed site grading and development will cause damage from
erosion, sedimentation, or slope lnstability.

d. The proposed subdivision falls to comply with the storm water
management requirements of the Mountrail County Land Development
Code as may be amended

7-5
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e. Factors to be considered in making these determinations may include:
average rainfall for the area; area drainage patterns; the relationship ofthe
land to floodplains; the nature of soils and sub-soils and their ability to
adequately suppon surface water runoff and waste disposal systems; and
the slope and stability of the land.

B. Lack of Adequate Poteble Water Supply: A proposed subdivision shall bedeemedto
lack an adequate potable water supply if the proposed subdivision does not have
adequate sources of water to serve the proposed subdivision if developed to its maximum
permissible density without causing an unreasonable depreciation of existing water
supplies for surrounding areas.

C. Lack of Adequate Ro.ds or Hlghways to Serv. the Subdlvlslon: A proposed subdivision
shall be deemed to lack adequate roads or highways to serve the subdivision when:

a. County or local roads which serve the proposed subdivision are of such a

width, grade, stability, vertical and horizontal alignment, site distance and
paved surface condition that an increase in traffic volume generated by the
proposed subdivision would create a hazard to public safety and general
welfare, or seriously aggravate an already hazardous condition, and when
said roads are lnadequate for the intended use.

b. The traffic Aenerated by the proposed subdivision would create or
contribute to unsafe conditions on highways existing at the time of the
application.

D. Lack of Adequat€ Wa3te Dlsposal Syst€ms: A proposed subdivision shall be deemed to
lack adequate waste disposal systems if there is inadequate on-site sewer capaclty
potentialto support the subdivlsion if developed to the maximum permissible density
indicated in the Mountrail County Comprehenslve Plan.

E. lnconslstency wlth Mountrall County Comprehenslve Plan: A proposed subdivision
shall be deemed inconsistent with the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan when the
subdivision is inconsistent with the purposes, objectives and/or recommendations of the
adopted Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan, as may be amended.

F. Pubtl< Servlce Cap.clty: The County or other political subdivisions lack necessary public
service capacity when services such as recreational facilities, schools, police and fire
protection and other public facilities, which must be provided at public expense, cannot
reasonably be provided for within the nen two (2) years.

G. Burden of Evldence:The burden shall be upon the applicantto show evidence that the
proposed subdivision or development is not premature.

7.3 Sketch PIan

Applicants must prepare a sketch plan depicting a subdivision proposal. The sketch plan, and
accompanying information, shall serve as the basis for discussions between the applicant and
the Zoning Administrator. lt is intended to provide the applicant with an advisory review of
the subdivision without incurring major costs.
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7.3.1 lnformation Required for Sketch Plan

A. sketch Plan lnformatlon: Applicants must present a sketch plan to the zoning
Admlnistrator prior to formulation of a plat and filing a formal application. The Zoning
Administrator maintains a checklist of items to include with the sketch plan.

B. The Zoning Adminlstrator shall advise the applicant as to the conformance of the
subdivision wlth the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan, the Subdivision Section, Land
Development Code, and other applicable official controls.

C. lf the applicant decides to proceed with the subdivision as proposed or revised, he or she
shall proceed with the preparation of the plat as provided in Section 1 .4.

7.4 Platting

A. Submlttal ot offlclal Appllcatlon:

Subdivision appllcations shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator on a form
established by the Planning and Zoning Commission along with a non-refundable fee that
has been established by resolution of the County Board of commissioners. Application
checklists that detail requirements for a complete application are maintained by the Zoning
Administrator. The application shall not be processed until the application is deemed
complete by the Zoning Administrator and the required fee has been paid. lf the Zoning
Administrator determines that the application is incomplete, the application will be returned
to the applicant along with an explanatlon of the application's deficiencies and/or missing
information.

B. Addltlonallnformatlonl

Additlonal information or modifications may be required during the review process by
County staff, Township Board and Cities under the jurisdiction ofthe County, the Planning
and Zoning Commission. ln certain cases, some information required by this Code may not be
appropriate or may need to be modified in order to provide an adequate basis for making a

decision.

7.4.2 Subdivision Procedures

A. Pre.appllcatlon Mectlng/Skctch Plan: Prior to submittal of a plat application, the
property owner must submit a sketch plan and meet with the Zoning Adminlstrator to
discuss the subdivision appllcation in accordance with Chapter 3 ofthis Section.

B. The person applying for plat approval shall submit to the Zoning Administrator a

complete application and all other informatlon required by the Zoning Adminlstrator. The
application shall address the lnformatlonal requirements and issues identified through the
sketch plan review procedure.

C. A complete plat application shall include:

Subdivision Regulations 7-7
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I . A graphic and written description of the lnformation requirements outlined in
Section 7.4.

2. Supponing informatlon described by the Zoning Administrator during the sketch
plan review and preapplication meeting. The Zoning Admlnistrator may request
the applicant to provide documentation that describes the subdivision's potential
effects or lmpacts on public facilities, utilities and services including, but not
limited, to:

a. Streets.

b. Law enforcement.

c. Am bulance/emergency Servlces.

d. Fire protection.

e. All political subdivisions.

f. Schools.

g. Utilities.

h. Applicatlons must be accompanied by a fee established by the Eoard of
County Commissloners.

D. The Zoning Administrator shall refer copies of the plat to the Township Board, Cities under
the jurisdiction ofthe County and other staff, committees, consultants, or agencies as

appropriate.

E. The application shall be revlewed by Townshlp Board and/or Cities under the jurlsdiction
of the County. A written recommendation for application approval or denial from the
Township Board or Cities under the jurisdiction of the County may be forwarded to the
Zoning Administrator. The Township and/or Cities recommendations received by the
zoning Administrator will be forwarded to the Planning and Zoning Commission for their
consideration of the application at a public hearing.

F. The Zoning Administrator shall prepare a repon and refer the application to the Mountrail
County Planning and Zoning Commission for consideration.

G. A public hearing on the application shall be held bythe Planning and Zoning Commission.
Notice of the timq place, and purpose of the hearing shall be published once each week
for two consecutive weeks in the official newspaper ofthe county. ln unincorporated
areas, the property owners of record within one-half (l/2) mile of the subject property
shall be notified in writing by the applicant of the proposed subdivision. Where the
subject site adjoins an incorporated area, the applicant shall mailwritten notification of
the proposed subdivision to property owners within the incorporated area located within
two hundred (200) feet of the subject site. The failure to give mailed notice to lndividual
property owners or defects in the notice shall not lnvalldate the proceedings, provided a
bona fide attempt to comply has been made.

H. The applicant, or his agent, shall appear before the Planning and Zoning Commission in
order to answer questions concerning the proposed plat.

Subdivision Regulations 7-8
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l. The Planning and Zoning Commission and Zoning Administrator shall have the authority
to request additional information from the applicant concerning a plat. Said information is

to be declared necessary to establish performance conditions in relation to all pertinent
sections of this Section. Failure ofthe applicant to supply all necessary supponive
information may be grounds for denial of the request.

J. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall take action on the application with a motion
of approval or denial in a reasonable timeframe, but in no case prior to receipt of approval
from the perspective Board of Township Supervisors, the City or the passage of60 days
from the date of notification to the township and or city, whichever occurs first, pursuant
to North Dakota Century Code I I -33.2-1 2(2).

K. The applicant or his agent shall be notified by mail of the decision of the Mountrall County
Planning and Zoning Board.

L. After a plat suitablefor recording, including anyand all covenants, has been approved by
the Planning and Zoning Commission, or its authorized representative, it shall be filed for
recording with the Office of the Mountrail County Recorder within ninety (90) days after
approval. One (1) copy shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator.

M. No Building Permit shall be issued until the plat ls recorded at the Recorder's Office.

7.4.3 Form ond Content

The plat shall conform to the form and content requirements of this Section as well as the
provisions of Chapters 1 1 -33.2 and 40-50.1 of the North Dakota Century Code.

7.4.4 Recording

lf the plat is approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission and/or authorized
representative, the applicant shall record the plat within the Office ofthe County Recorder
within ninety (90) days after the date of approval, otherwlse the approval of the plat shall be
considered void.

7.4.5 Security/Fees

Prior to re<ording of any plat, all fees and charges shall be paid in full covering the costs of the
County related to the approved plat.

7.4.6 Record Plons

The applicant shall submit for review and approval all proposals to change the original plans
regarding road construction, dralnage, and storm water management. The applicant must
obtain written approval by the Township Board or City and the County prior to changes to the
plans. The applicant shall submit one (1) set of record plans indicating allchanges in the work
lncluding accurate as-built locatlons, dimensions, elevations, grades, slopes and all other
peftinent information concerning the completed work.

Subdivision Regulations 7-9
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7.5 Administrative Subdivision

7.5.1 Application of Provisions

Nowvithstanding the requirements of Section 7.6, the provisions ofthis Chapter shall apply
only to those subdivisions classifled as administrative subdivisions.

7.5.2 Definition of Administrotive Subdivisions

The following shall be considered administrative subdivlsions:

A. The exchange of abutting land between owners, the addition of land to an existing lot or
the relocation of the boundary line between two abutting, existing parcels of properry,
provided such exchange, addition or relocation shall not cause the creation of an
additional parcel or parcels and the resultlng parcel(s) complywith the requirements of
the Land Development Code.

B. The platting of County road rights-of-way.

7.5.3 Filing and Review of Applicotion

A. Whenever any subdivision of land as outlined in Section 7.5 is proposed, before any
contract is made for the sale of any pan thereof, and before any permit for the erection of
a structure on such proposed subdivision shall be granted, the subdividing owner or his
authorlzed agent, shall file an application and secure approval of an administrative
subdivision.

B. The administrative subdivision application shall be considered to be officially filed when
the Zoning Administrator has received the application and has determined that the
application is complete. A non-refundable application fee approved by the County Board
of Commissioners shall be included with the application.

7.5.4 lnformotion Required for Administrotive Subdivision

A map or sketch, drawn to scale or survey, is required for submittal to the Zoning
Administrator on a form established by the Planning and Zoning Commission along with a

non-refundable fee that has been established by resolution ofthe County Board of
Commissioners. Application checklists that detail requirements for a complete application are
maintained by the Zoning Administrator. The application shall not be processed until the
application is deemed complete by the zoning Administrator and the required fee has been
paid. lf the Zoning Administrator determines that the application is incomplete, the
application will be returned to the applicant along with an explanation of the application's
deficiencies and/or missing information.

7.5.5 Procedure

A. The Zoning Administrator shall review the documents and may approve the
administrative subdivision when said application complies with the Land Development
Code and other official controls of the County.

Subdivision Regulations 7-10
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C. Two (2) or more parcels required to be considered one parcel for zoning purposes by the
Zoning Administrator shall be consolidated or combined to form a single parcel. The
combination or consolidation shall be accomplished through the filing of the
appropriate deed or contract for deed transferring interest in all ofthe parcels to be
merged, i.e., a deed by the property owne(s) [the granto(s)] deeding to herself or
himself [the grantee(s)] setting forth the legal descriptions of all said parcels requir€d to
be consolidated. The resulting single parcel may be consolidated under one (1) tax
parcel identification number if permitted by the County Director of Tax Equalization. A
written request by the property owners to combine the parcels under one (1) parcel

identification number may be required by the County Director of Tax Equalization at the
time the consolidatlng deed is to be recorded. A note shall be placed on the deed as

follows: "this is one parcel for zoning purposes.'

7.6 Exempt Subdivision

7.6.1 Definitions

Outlot: A tract of land, allowed pursuant to Section 7.6, Exempt Subdivision, which is one that
cannot be described with a legaldescrlption derived from the Public Land Survey System.

Sublot: A lot subdivided from an outlot, whlch otherwise meets the definition of an outlot
and must comply with Section 7.6 of this Code.

7.6.2 Land Zoned Agriculturol

A. An Agricultural District exempt outlot of land shall meet all of the following criteria:

1 . The land is entirely withln an Agricultural District.

2. A maximum of four (4) outlots or sublots may be created within each square
quarter section of land (approximately '160 acres). lrregular lots that must be
platted pursuant to NDCC 57{2-39 are exempt from this limit.

3. No more than two (2) outlots or sublots may be adjoining.

4. Lot being created is thirty-flve (35) acres or less.

5. No new street, whether public or prlvate, will be dedicated or constructed to
provide access to more than one lot or tract.

6. Each lot has access to a public right-of-way through one of the following:

a. 8y abutting a county roadway,

b. by abutting a township or other political subdivision roadway,

c. by acquirlng a private easement to a county or another publicly maintained
roadway, or

d. by constructing a section line roadway on a section line which meets the
county standards for section line roads.

Subdivision Regulations 7-11

B. The land exchanged, added to, or relocated and combined to a property as indicated
may be combined under one (l ) Tax Parcel ldentiflcation Number (P.l.D.) and one (l )

deed.
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7. All above- and below-ground utilities shall be set back at least twenty (20) feet but
no more than forty (zlo) feet from the public right-of-way and/or road access
easement for each lot created.

B. County staff may present any concerns with the proposed outlot to the Planning and
zoning Commission. The Planning and Zoning Commission may require that the outlot be
processed as a subdivislon based on concerns with the public safety, health, and welfare
that may result from the creatlon of the outlot.

7.6.3 ExemptSubdivision Procedure

A. lf an applicant requests that the subdivision of land be classified as an exempt division of
land, the request shall follow the following procedure:

B. The applicant may consult informally with the Zoning Administrator to determine
eligibility of the proposed division of land;

C. The applicant shall submit a completed Subdivision Application, including:

'l . the legal descriptlon of the lot to be created, only if it can be described as an
aliquot of a sectlon, or,

2. A Plat of lrregular Description slgned by a North Dakota certlfied land surveyor for
the lot to be created.

3. A non-refundable application fee approved by the County Board of
Commlssioners.

D. The County Engineer shall revlew the submitted materials for compliance with the criteria
of this section, the compliance with all County road and approach specifications, and
other technical speclfications of the plat,

E. The Zoning Administrator shall prepare a written report that confirms that this subdivision
of land conforms to the exempt subdivision of land, as defined herein, and,

F. The Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall slgn all approved plats of
irregular tracts, and return the same to the applicant for recording with the Mountrail
County Recorder.

G. All subdivisions approved through these exempt division of land procedures shall be
named as an 'Outlot', followed by a number that shall be given by the Mountrail County
Auditor's Office.

7.7 DesignStandards

7.7.1 Conformity with the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan ond Zoning District
Requirements

A proposed subdlvision shall conform to the Mountrail County Comprehensive Plan, to
related policies adopted by the County, and to the Mountrall County Land Development
Code.

Subdivision Regulations 7-12
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7.7.2 Land Requirements

A. Land shall be suited to the purpose for which it is to be subdivided. No plan shall be
approved if the site is not suitable for the purposes proposed by reason of potential
flooding, topography, adverse soil conditions, rock formations, or wetlands.

B. Proposed subdivisions shall be coordinated with surrounding properties and/or
neighborhoods, so that the County and other political subdivisions as a whole may
develop efficiently and harmoniously.

7.7.3 Lots

A. Are.: The minimum lot area, width and depth shall not be less than that established by
the Mountrail County Land Development Code in effect at the time of adoption of the
plat.

B. Cornar Lots3 Corner lots for residential useshall haveadditional wldth to permit
appropriate structure setback from both streets as required by the applicable zoning
district(s).

C. slde Lot Llnes: Side lines of lots shall be approximately at right angles to street lines or
radial to curved street lines.

D. Wldth: Every lot must have the minimum width measured at the front yard setback
extending to the location ofthe principal structure.

E. Exlstlng Structur€ Setback Llnes: Setback or structure lines shall be shown on all lots for
existing structures.

F. Lot Rcmnants: All remnants of lots below minimum lot size left over after subdividing of a
larger tract must be added to adjacent lots.

G. Potltlcal Bound.rles: No singular plat shall extend over a political boundary or school
district line without document notification to the affected units of government,

H. Frontagc on Two Streets: Double frontage, or lots with frontage on two (2) parallel
streets shall not be permitted except where lots back on major collector or arterial streets,
County or State highways, or where topographic or other conditions render subdividing
otherwise unreasonable.

l. lrregul.r Shaped Lots: On single family residential lots determined to be irregular in
shape (e.9., triangular), the applicant shall demonstrate to the County an ability to
properly place principal structures and accessory structures upon the site which are
compatible in size and character to the surrounding area.

J. common Lot3: Common lots may be platted within a subdivision to delineate commonly
owned open spaces. The lot shall be sized in a manner to accommodate its intended use.
No building permits shall be issued for a common lot.

Subdivision Regulations 7-13
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K. Streats, Continuou3: Except for cul-de-sacs, streets shall connect with streets already
dedicated in adjoining or adjacent subdivisions or provide for future connections to
adjoining un-subdivided tracts, or shall be a reasonable projection of streets in the nearest
subdivided tracts. The arrangement ofthoroughfares and collector streets shall be
considered in their relation to the reasonable circulation of traffic, to topographic
conditions, to runoffof storm water, to public convenience and safety, and in their
appropriate relation to the proposed uses ofthe area to be served.

L. Temporary cul-dc'sac: ln those instances where a street ls terminated pending future
extension in conjunction with future subdivision and more than four hundred (400) feet
between the dead-end and the nearest intersection, a temporary turn around facility shall
be provided at the closed end, in conformance with cul-desac requirements. This
temporary cul-de-sac must be placed inside a temporary roadway easement if it is located
outside street right-of-way. Financial guarantee will be required for removal or restoration
as determined by the County Engineer.

M. Provlslons for Re.subdlvlslon of Large Lots and Parcels: When a tract is subdivided into
larger than normal building lots or parcels, such lots or parcels shall be so arranged as to
permit the logical location and openings offuture streets and appropriate re-subdivision,
with provision for adequate utility connections for such resubdivision.

N. Strcet lntersectlons: Under normal conditions, streets shall be laid out so as to intersect
as nearly as possible at right angles, except where topography or other conditions justify
variations. Under normal conditions, the minimum angle of intersection of streets shall be
eighty (80) degrees. Street intersection jogs with an offset of less than three hundred (300)

feet shall be avoided.

O. Subdlvlslons Abuttlng MaJor Rlghts-of-Way3 wherever the proposed subdivislon
contains or is adjacent to the right-of-way of a paved road, provisions may be made for a

local street. The design shall include proper circulation, setbacks from an intersectlon on
the major rights-of-way, minimum distance required for approach connections to future
grade separations, and for lot depths.

P. CuldG-sacs/Dead-End Streets:
'1. Dead-end streets (temporary or permanent) without cul-de'sac turn arounds shall

be prohibited.

2. Permanent cul-de.sacs shall only be allowed in cases where proper
interconnectlvity of local streets will be provided or where topography or
environmental constraints preclude lnterconnection of local streets.

3. Minimum outside roadway diameter of any cul{e.sac or turn-around shall be sixty
(60) feet with a right-of-way diameter of one hundred forty (1 40) feet.

Q. All roads within the subdivision shall be centered on the roadway right-of-way and the
driving surface and shoulders shall be a minimum of twenty four (24) feet wide. Minimum
top of roadway elevation shall be three (3) feet above original ground line with side slopes
of 4:1 unless otherwise approved by the County Engineer. Roadbed shall be excavated to
clay and road constructed from clay packed with a pneumatic roller and topped with a

Subdivision Regulations 7-14
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minimum of five (5) inches of Class 1 3 gravel. Ditch bottoms shall be three (3) feet in width
and have positive drainage to an adequate outlet.

R. The plat shall show all accesses off public roads or highways including the size of culverts
to be used. Where access is off a State Highway, written approval for the access, including
culvert size, from the State Highway Department shall be submitted with the plat. Where
access is off a County or other political subdivision road, written approval from the County
Water Resource Eoard and/or County Road Department as to culvert size for all private
drives as well as the public access shall be submitted with the plat. Access spacing from a

County or other political subdivision road shall be consistent with the standards set forth
in the Mountrail County Land Development Code and Mountrail County Comprehensive
Plan.

7.7.4 Easements

A. Drainage and utility easements shall be required for any storm water management facility,
natural drainage way, and wetland. The size and location of the necessary easements shall
be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator.

B. ln all Zoning Districts, except Agricultural Districts, any subdivision shall provide
easements for utilities and drainage at least ten (10) feet wlde along the roadway frontage
of all new lots. lf necessary for the extension of utilities, easements of greater width may
be required along lot lines or across lots.

C. Minimum width for a private or public roadway within the subdivision shall be sixty-slx
(66) feet.

D. Easements and right-of-way, when approved, shall not hereafter be changed without the
approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission

7.7.5 Storm Watet Monagement ond Etosion ond Sediment Control

All subdivislons shall comply with storm water management standards of the Mountrall
County Land Development Code, as may be amended.

7.7.6 County Rood Access Management

A. The County Road and Bridge Depanment is responsible for reviewing all requests to
access County Roads and unorganized township roads. On organized township roads,
access must be reviewed by the County or township board. New subdivisions may result
in the need for additional access points onto County Roads or township roads. The need
for County and township road access must be considered when reviewing the design of
subdivision proposals.

B. Limlts to access points onto County Roads:

l. Subdivlsions that result ln additlonal access points onto County roads are limlted
to flve (5) approaches per mile.

Subdivision Regulations 7-15
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2. All access to individual lotsshall be provided from an internal road system orbe
spaced at least 350 feet apart. Greater spacing may be required by the County
Road and Bridge Department for safety purposes. such as proximity to an
intersection.

7.8 lmprovements

7.8.1 Responsibility

A. All required improvements shall be installed and furnished by the applicant, including a ll

costs of inspection by the County, at the sole expense ofthe applicant and at no expense
to the County. lf any improvement installed within the boundaries of the subdivision is

determined to be of substantlal benefit to lands beyond the boundaries of the
subdivision, the County may make provisions for causing a portion of the cost of the
improvement, representlng the benefit to such lands, to be assessed against the same
and, in such case, the applicant will be required to pay only for such portion of the whole
cost of said improvements that represents the benefit to the propeny within the
subdivision.

B, Ongoing maintenance of any shared private improvements shall be the responsibility of
an association of the property owners (homeowner's association). The Cou nty shall verifo
the establishment of a homeowner's association when shared private improvements are

involved.

7.8.3 Street lmprovements

A. Roads within the subdivision shall be constructed prior to development and inspe<ted
during construction and approved by the Zoning Administrator. Building Permits shall not
be issued until such roads are approved.

C. Culverts shall be installed under all roads within the subdivision. Culvert size shall match
the larger of upstream or downstream culvert with a minimum diameter of twenty-four
(24) inches. Culverts under driveways shall be a minimum diameter of twenlylou( (24)

inches. All culverts shall be constructed of new riveted corrugated metal pipe with aprons

Subdivision Regulations 7-16

C. Deviations from these access management standards may be permifted by the County
Road and Bridge Depanment glven unique conditions in the area of the proposed
subdivision.

7.8.2 Standards and Requirements

Engineering requirements, standards for plans, the required improvements, and the standards
for design and installation shall conform to such standards and speciflcations as adopted by
the County and any additional or more restrictive standards adopted by the County in which
the subdivision ls located.

B. All roads within the subdivision shall have either Yield or Stop signs that comply with the
'Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices' at their intersection with a state, county,
township, or other political subdivision road.
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7.8.4 Sanitory and Water Distribution lmprovements

A. All sewage and water systems shall conform to the provisions of this Land Development
Code and the State Health Department. Soil analysis and percolation tests shall be
performed to determine the type of septic system to be used. No bullding permit shall be
issued until percolation tests have been performed.

B. All unsafe wells and/or abandoned wells within and in the immediate vicinity of the
subdivision shall be closed and capped.

7.8.5 DevelopelsAgreement

Prior to installation of any required improvements and prior to the plat being recorded, the
applicant shall enter into an agreement in writing with the County requiring the applicant to
furnish and construct said lmprovements at his sole cost and in accordance with plans and
specifications and usual agreement conditions and/or pay appropriate costs for
improvements or other costs associated with the plat. Further, the agreement shall provide
for the development of any restrictions, covenants, easements, signage, par( or other
conditions of the approved plat and provide for the proper execution, recording or other
action required. Approval ofthe applicant's agreement shall be pan of plat approval by the
Planning and Zoning Commission.

A. The developer's agreement shall include provisions for the supervision of construction by
the Zoning Administrator or his agent.

B. The developer's agreement shall require the applicant to provide a letter of credit to
ensure completion of all improvements as provided in Sectlons 7.8.6 and 7.8,7,

C. The time for completion of the work and the several parts thereol shall be determined by
the County upon recommendation of the Zoning Administrator after consultation with
the applicant and shall be reasonable in relatlon to the work to be done, the seasons of
the year, and proper coordination with construction activity in the subdivision.

D. One ('l ) copy of the developer's agreement which was signed by the owner and applicant
(if different) and the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator at the time the plat is recorded.

7.8.6 Completion of lmprovements

A. Governmental Unlts: Governmental units to which these guarantee and agreement
provisions apply may file, in lieu of said agreement or financial guarantee, a certified
resolution or resolution from officers or agencies authorized to act in their behalf,
agreeing to complywith the provisions of this section.

8. Fallure to Comptcte lmprovemene For a subdivision for which no letter of credit has

been posted, if the improvements are not completed within the period specified by the
Planning and Zoning Commission in the approval process, the approval shall be deemed
to have expired. ln those cases where a letter of credit has been posted and required
improvements have not been installed within the terms of such letter of credit, the County

Subdivision Regulations 7-17
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may declare the letter of credit to be in default and require that all the improvements be
installed regardless of the extent completion of the development at the time the letter of
credit is declared to be in default.

C. Relcase of Flnanclal Guarante.: The County shall not release the letter of credit for those
lmprovements requlred until the Zoning Administrator has certified that all required
improvements have been satisfactorily completed.

7,8.7 Mointenance of lmprovements

The applicant shall be required to maintain all improvements in the subdivision or on the
individual subdivided lots and provide for snow removal and maintenance of streets until a

homeowner association is set up to maintain the improvements. The County, Township, City,
or other political subdivision is not liable for maintenance of improvements or snow removal.
ln addition, the County, Townshlp, Ciry or other political subdivision will not be responsible
to enforce private protective covenants.

7.8.8 Deferrol or Woiver of Required lmprovements

A. The Planning and Zoning Commission may defer or waive at the time of plat approval,
subject to appropriate conditions, the provision of any or all such improvements that, in
its judgment, are not requisite to the lnterests of the public health, safety, and general
welfare, or which are lnappropriate because of inadequacy or lack ofconnecting facilities.

7.9 Financial Guarantee
The developer's agreement provided in Section 7.8.5 requires the applicant to provide a letter
of credit. The letter of credit shall be the sum equal to the total cost as estimated by a Nonh
Dakota licensed engineer, of all of the improvements to be furnished and installed by the
applicant pursuant to the agreement and which have not been completed prior to the
approval ofthe plat. The estimate provided by a Nonh Dakota licensed engineer shall be
verified by the Board of County Commissioners or designee. Refer to Section 6.12 for
additional letter of credit stipulations.
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B. Whenever lt is deemed necessary by the Planning and Zoning Commission to defer the
construction of any required lmprovement because of incompatible grades, future
planning, inadequate or lack of connecting facilities, or for other reasons, the applicant
may post a financial guarantee ensuring completion of sald improvements upon demand
of the County.
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