MINUTES
Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Commission
December 22, 2025

The meeting of the Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Commission was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Charlie Sorenson with Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Cameron Tomjack, Joan Hollekim, Arlo Borud, Jesse Weyrauch and Megan Fritel present. The board welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Darren LeRohl, representing the City of Stanley. Commissioner Doug Bratvold joined the meeting at 8:50 a.m. Also present were Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Administrator Melissa Vachal, Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Assistant Malinda Gunderson, Mountrail County State’s Attorney Wade Enget, Mountrail County Tax Equalization Director Kim Savage, Mountrail County Property Assessor Lisa Wolla and Mountrail County Auditor Stephanie Pappa.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Commissioner Borud, seconded by Commissioner Weyrauch, to approve the agenda as amended. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Moved by Commissioner Borud, seconded by Commissioner Tomjack, to approve the Planning & Zoning Commission minutes of the November 24, 2025 meeting as corrected. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
1. 8:35 a.m. Clay & Ashley Pappa-Applicant; Richard Jorgenson-Landowner; (PZ-2025-0350) Conditional Use
Zoning Request/Conditional Use Permit for the following described property: a tract of land 40.00 acres, more or less, located in the SE¼NW¼ of Section 7, Township 158 North, Range 93 West (Powers Lake Township) (Parcel# 06-0003500)
The applicant (represented by Ashley Pappa) is seeking a Conditional Use to place a modular home on land zoned Agricultural. Applicant has met all requirements of the Planning & Zoning Board.
Moved by Commissioner Hollekim, seconded by Commissioner Tomjack, to approve the zoning request filed by Clay & Ashley Pappa with concurrence from Richard Jorgenson-landowner, for a Conditional Use to place a modular home on land zoned Agricultural on a tract of land 40.00 acres, more or less, located in the SE¼NW¼ of Section 7, Township 158 North, Range 93 West (Powers Lake Township), as Clay & Ashley Pappa with concurrence from Richard Jorgenson-landowner, have met all other criteria as set forth in the Mountrail County Land Development Code and is further contingent upon Clay & Ashley Pappa with concurrence from Richard Jorgenson-landowner, complying with all other terms and conditions of the Mountrail County Land Development Code. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
1. 8:38 a.m. Fisher Sand & Gravel Company-Applicant; Evon Moen et. al.-Landowner; (PZ-2025-0333) Conditional Use
Zoning Request/Conditional Use Permit for the following described property: a tract of land 80.00 acres more or less, tract of land located in the NW¼ of Section 15, Township 154 North, Range 89 West (Oakland Township) (Parcel# 30-0006600)
Chairman Sorenson un-tabled this discussion. 
The applicant (not present or represented at this hearing) is seeking a Conditional Use to use land zoned Agricultural to mine gravel. This is an existing pit that the applicant is seeking to renew. Chairman Sorenson referenced Article 5, Section 5.2, Subsection C-4 of the Mountrail County Land Development Code, which requires there to be evidence of compliance with all county, state, and federal regulations. The letter given to the board from the Mountrail County Weed Control Office is evidence of the applicant’s non-compliance with the Mountrail County Land Development Code. 
Moved by Commissioner Ruland, seconded by Commissioner Borud, to deny the zoning request filed by Fisher Sand & Gravel Company with concurrence from Evon Moen et. al.-landowner, for a Conditional Use to use land zoned Agricultural to mine gravel on a tract of land 80.00 acres more or less, tract of land located in the NW¼ of Section 15, Township 154 North, Range 89 West (Oakland Township) for noncompliance with Article 5, Section 5.2, Subsection C-4 of the Mountrail County Land Development Code. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
1. 8:41 a.m. Julie Okeson-Landowner; (Parcel #35-0015800) Discussion of Violation Letters
Chairman Sorenson asked if there was any new information to be presented. Ms. Okeson was represented by her attorney, Ted Ramage, who presented the board with an image that was previously provided of the location dated January 29, 2020 that shows the chickens were already on the property. Mr. Ramage also referenced a June 28, 2021 minutes where the board requested that all residents provide any existing uses at the White Earth Bay Cottage Site. State’s Attorney Enget referenced the revised Mountrail County Zoning Ordinance that was recorded on February 8, 1994 as document number 287425, located in book 617, page 135 which contained a map of planned or established rural recreational areas in which White Earth Bay Cottage Site was included. State’s Attorney Enget also referenced the recent comprehensive plan which provided that already established rural recreational areas would remain recreational. State’s Attorney Enget feels that Ms. Okeson’s agricultural use is secondary to the residential use and does not fall under farming operations. 
1. 8:44 a.m. Dave Abel-Sundre Sand & Gravel Inc.; Discussion Regarding Application Signatures
Mr. Abel was present to discuss with the board applications where the surface owner doesn’t own the gravel but applicants are still being required to get their signatures on applications and finalized permits. State’s Attorney Enget referenced Article 5, Section 5.2, Subsection C-12 of the Mountrail County Land Development Code, which requires written easement for ingress and egress to the property from the fee owner(s) of the real property and Article 5, Section 5.2, Subsection C-2 which requires that evidence of a reclamation or non-reclamation agreement with the surface owner must accompany the Conditional Use Permit application. Chairman Sorenson would like landowner involved. Commissioner Ruland doesn’t want the board to be forcing a landowner into an agreement. 
Temporary Water Permits – Non-Transferable Renewals – For Board Information Only
Claude & Patricia Sem – State Water Permit #ND2025-23375 / PZ-2025-0381. Claude & Patricia Sem – Applicant/Landowner. NW¼NE¼ (Gov’t Lot 1) of Section 7, Township 158 North, Range 92 West (Powers Township). Period of Authorized usage: 12/03/2025 through 12/01/2026. Parcel #05-0004100. Approved by P&Z Administrator.
Lay Flat Hose Permits – New – For Board Information Only
EOG Resources Inc – Lay Flat Hose Permit only – Permit Number – State Water Permit #ND2025-23046 / PZ-2025-0343. Pumping of industrial water by lay flat hose: EOG Resources Inc – Applicant. Roger & Darlene Vesey – Landowner. SE¼SW¼ (Gov’t Lot 9) of Section 18, Township 155 North, Range 89 West (McAlmond Township) ending in the SW¼ of Section 9, Township 153 North, Range 90 West (Wayzetta Township). Period of Authorized usage: 12/01/2025 through 3/01/2026. Approved by P&Z Administrator.
EOG Resources Inc – Lay Flat Hose Permit only – Permit Number – State Water Permit # ND2025-23046 / PZ-2025-0344. Pumping of industrial water by lay flat hose: EOG Resources Inc – Applicant. Roger & Darlene Vesey – Landowner. Ties in with hose permit #PZ-2025-0343 at NW¼ of Section 11, Township 154 North, Range 90 West (Austin Township) ending in the SE¼ of Section 10, Township 154 North, Range 90 West (Austin Township). Period of Authorized usage: 12/01/2025 through 1/01/2026. Approved by P&Z Administrator.
Select Water Solutions LLC – Lay Flat Hose Permit only – Permit Number – State Water Permit #7046 / PZ-2025-0347. Pumping of industrial water by lay flat hose: Select Water Solutions LLC – Applicant. POD is in Williams County. NW¼NW¼ (Gov’t Lot 1) of Section 18, Township 156 North, Range 94 West (Myrtle Township) ending in the SW¼ of Section 23, Township 157 North, Range 94 West (White Earth Township). Period of Authorized usage: 11/25/2025 through 2/01/2026. Approved by P&Z Administrator.
Select Water Solutions LLC – Lay Flat Hose Permit only – Permit Number – State Water Permit #7046 / PZ-2025-0348. Pumping of industrial water by lay flat hose: Select Water Solutions LLC – Applicant. POD is in Williams County. Ties in with hose permit #PZ-2025-0347 at SW¼ of Section 23, Township 157 North, Range 94 West (Myrtle Township) ending in the NW¼ of Section 27, Township 157 North, Range 94 West (White Earth Township). Period of Authorized usage: 11/25/2025 through 2/01/2026. Approved by P&Z Administrator.
Select Water Solutions LLC – Lay Flat Hose Permit only – Permit Number – State Water Permit #7046 / PZ-2025-0349. Pumping of industrial water by lay flat hose: Select Water Solutions LLC – Applicant. POD is in Williams County. Ties in with hose permit #PZ-2025-0348 NW¼ of Section 27, Township 157 North, Range 94 West (Myrtle Township) ending in the SW¼ of Section 23, Township 157 North, Range 94 West (White Earth Township). Period of Authorized usage: 11/25/2025 through 2/01/2026. Approved by P&Z Administrator.
Schenk LLC – State Water Permit #7015 / PZ-2025-0386 Schenk LLC – Applicant. Bartelson Investments LLLP – Landowner. SW¼ of Section 4, Township 152 North, Range 90 West (Parshall Township) Period of Authorized usage: 01/01/2026 through 12/31/2026. Parcel #44-0001600.
Building Permits 2461-2464
2461 – PZ-2025-0351 – Clay & Ashley Pappa – Applicant. Richard Jorgenson – Landowner. Parcel #06-0003500. SE¼NW¼ of Section 7, Township 158 North, Range 93 West (Powers Lake Township) 1920 sq ft modular home. Pending approval of CUP.
2462 – PZ-2025-0353 – Lorna & Joel Hansen – Applicant. Mountrail County Park Commission – Landowner. Parcel #45-0019216. Block 18, Lot 9 of Traynor Park located in the S½SW¼ of Section 29 & N½N½ of Section 32, Township 152 North, Range 91 West. (Van Hook Township) 29.5’x40’ storage garage & 12’x30’ covered deck.
2463 – PZ-2025-0385 – MasTec o/b/o T-Mobile – Applicant. Kelly & Judy Abrahamson – Landowner. Parcel #22-0016700. NW¼NW¼ of Section 35, Township 155 North, Range 88 West. (Kickapoo Township) Cell tower modifications.
2464 – PZ-2025-0387 – Kayla Salgado – Applicant. Salgado Estates LLC – Landowner. Parcel #18-0004220. A tract of land to be known as Lot B of the Replat of Schmidt’s Country Estates located in the S½NE¼ of Section 9, Township 156 North, Range 91 West. (Idaho Township) 34’x32’ garage & two decks 1 - 20’x15’ & 1 - 20’x20.
Moved by Commissioner Borud, seconded by Commissioner Tomjack, to approve building permits 2461-2464. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
ONGOING BUSINESS 
Gravel Pits-remains ongoing-Conditional Use Permit checklist has been
Green Acres Subdivision-Hyrum Zetting-plan of action for Green Acres Subdivision
Data Centers-currently under moratorium
Battery Storage Facilities-currently under moratorium
STAFF UPDATES
· Administrator Vachal presented the board with the working documents on data centers and battery energy storage systems. These were for informational and discussion purposes only and Administrator Vachal will not be looking for a motion at this time. SRF Consulting will be present for January’s meeting to present everything to the board. Incompute.com has reached out to Administration to inquire about Mountrail County’s data center regulations and they have been informed a moratorium is still in place and the regulations are currently being worked on. 
· Administration is having issues with getting the finalized paperwork for the Temporary Fresh Water Industrial Use Point of Diversion back for recording. Administrator Vachal feels their lay flat hose permits shouldn’t be issued until Administration has that finalized paperwork back and signed by the landowners. Mountrail County Land Development Code allows them 120 days to return that signed paperwork for recording but they’re typically finishing their project before that timeframe is up. Commissioner Ruland feels it doesn’t make sense to record temporary permits and maybe that step could be eliminated. State’s Attorney Enget suggested making a motion to allow Administrator Vachal to eliminate the need for a signed finalized temporary permit to be recorded since the landowner is already signing the application for the Temporary Fresh Water Industrial Point of Diversion applications and to also have SRF Consulting clean up that portion of the Land Development Code. 
· Moved by Commissioner Weyrauch, seconded by Commissioner Borud to have SRF Consulting amend the portion of the Mountrail County Land Development Code regarding the requirement of a signed finalized temporary permit to be recorded in regard to the Temporary Fresh Water Industrial Point of Diversion. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
BOARD CONCERNS
· Commissioner Ruland had received a letter from someone regarding a development at Sakakawea Point and she suggested he reach out to Administration about being put on a meeting agenda.
The Board adjourned at 9:38 a.m. Next regular meeting of the Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Commission is Monday, January 26th, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. via GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners Room at the Mountrail County Courthouse.
Accepted and approved this 26th day of January, 2026.
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