MINUTES
Mountrail County Land Development Code Committee
November 18, 2025

The meeting of the Mountrail County Land Development Code Committee was called to order at 1:00 p.m. In attendance were Planning & Zoning Chairman Charlie Sorenson, Planning & Zoning Commissioners Doug Bratvold and Trudy Ruland, Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Administrator Melissa Vachal, Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Assistant Malinda Gunderson, Mountrail County States Attorney Wade Enget and SRF Consulting representative Scott Harmstead.
Approval of Agenda
Moved by Chairman Ruland, seconded by Chairman Sorenson, to approve the agenda. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes
Moved by Commissioner Ruland, seconded by Chairman Sorenson, to approve the Mountrail County Land Development Code Committee minutes of the August 5, 2025 meeting. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
Presentation by SRF Consulting: 4th Draft of Data Center Regulations
Discussion was held on the fourth draft of data center ordinances. Scott Harmstead with SRF explained the amendments made to the fourth draft based on the comments from the previous meeting. In regards to the two power provisions, Chairman Sorenson would like that amended to state single phase service only and anything beyond that must be generated. The fifth draft of these regulations will now be presented to the Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Board for discussion. 
Presentation by SRF Consulting: 3rd Draft of Battery Energy Storage Systems Regulations
Discussion was held on the third draft of battery energy storage system ordinances. Scott Harmstead with SRF explained the amendments made to the third draft based on the comments from the previous meeting. The fourth draft of these regulations will now be presented to the Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Board for discussion. 
Discussion on Proposed Audit of Comprehensive Plan
Scott Harmstead with SRF stated it has been five years since the Comprehensive Plan was adopted and that it may be time to conduct an audit of it since they are usually only good for about ten years. Radioactive waste and confined animal feeding operations are two items that may need to be reviewed. Mr. Harmstead clarified he is not advocating for a full update of the Comprehensive Plan but that at least looking at it and documenting some recent changes may be a good idea. Chairman Sorenson and Commissioner Ruland agreed with regards to the storage of radioactive waste that something would need to be added to restrict it to only waste generated within North Dakota so that people aren’t transporting waste in from out of state. This will be presented to the Mountrail County Planning & Zoning Board for discussion in December or January. 
Public Comments
Comments and concerns from the public included wondering why Mountrail County was being so restrictive on data centers and focusing so heavily on the power consumption. Chairman Sorenson and Commissioner Ruland explained that Basin Electric Power Cooperative and Mountrail-Williams Electric Cooperative were already passing along increases in electric rates to their consumers and the amount of power required by data centers would cause further increases so limiting their power consumption is necessary. Concerns were also voiced regarding the storage of radioactive waste and members of the public agreed with Chairman Sorenson and Commissioner Ruland that only waste generated in North Dakota should be stored here and that storage of waste from out of state should not be allowed. 

Moved by Commissioner Ruland, seconded by Commissioner Bratvold to adjourn the meeting at 1:50 p.m. All present voted yes. Motion carried.
